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Gay  men  with  children  may  be  morecommon  —  and  more 
important  toall  of  us  —  than  anyone  has  yet  guessed. 

by  Michael  Lynch 


For  forty  hours  a  week  Jack  clerks 
In  an  automotive  supply  shop  In 
Scarborough.  Oniario  Alter  each 
working  day.  he  heads  directly  home 
where  Jack  Jr.  1 1 ,  and  Sam.  7,  are  wal  l 
ing  Since  they  got  home  from  school 
they  have  been  playing,  watching  TV, 
doing  homework 

Jack  prepares  dinner,  taking  pride  in 
serving  a  meal  course,  potatoes  and 
green  vegetables  each  evening  "Real 
I  lood  loo,"  he  says,  "nothing  pre-cooked 
from  the  store  "  After  clean-up  and  bed 
I  tlmeroullnes,  he  tucks  them  in  and 
begins  the  evening  work:  a  quick  trip  for 
groceries,  mending  school  clothes  or 
I  doing  the  laundry  Saturdays  and  Sun- 
j  days  he  takes  them  on  oulings  —  lo 
I  play  hockey,  to  the  park,  downtown. 
(      Jack's  wife  died  live  years  ago.  not 
I  longafterSam  was  born  For  four  years. 
Jack  devoted  himself  entirely  lo  "my 
boys "  Then,  about  a  year  ago.  "t 
|  raalUed  that  I  was  45  and  had  to  start 
llvlnga  IMtle  lor  myself  "  He  arranged 
lor  a  siller  locome  In  every  Friday,  and 
i  nowhegoesoutweeklytoaToronto 
piano  bar  where  he  enjoys  relating 
among olher  men,  gay  men 
I      Bui  only  tor  ihesu  few  hours  a  week. 
By  t  am.  I  he  siller  must  be  relieved, 
and  then  II  Is  Saturday  morning  and 
Jack's  a  lather  once  more  "There 
doesn't  seem  to  be  any  way."  he  told 

ii  i  can  be  both  a  father  and  ac- 
utely gay  ."  When  In  Ihe  bar.  Jack  feels 
different  from  ihe  men  he  meets  there. 
They  talk  easily  of  new  clothes.  Of  wln- 
I  ter  vacations  in  Ihe  Caribbean,  of 
theatre  and  records  and  Ihe  other  props 
of  extensive  leisure  and  large 
disposable  incomes  As  a  laiher.  Jack 
I  has  little  of  either 

Bob,  on  the  other  hand,  seems  to 
haveboth  He  lives  with  his  lover  in  the 
same  Alberta  city  where  his  former  wife 
and  their  lour  teenage  children  live 
Although  the  law  grants  Bob  only  a  lew 
: "  Mini  a  week,  plus  holidays,  his 
children  frequently  visit  his  apartment 
as  It  it  were  their  second  home  All  tour 
cii  ihooi  unow  Bob  is  gay.  Sodo  their 
school  chums,  teachers,  the  principal 
and  Bob  s  employers 

8ob's  daughters  have  no  difficulty 

■  hist«?ingoutOf  the 
closet.  One  of  them  spoke  with  me  at 
length,  and  very  affectionately,  about 
herfalher  Oneotthesons  >s  equally  ai 
ease  But  the  other  son  barely  copes, 
indeed,  he  often  resents  fits  father's 
gaynes-s  His  sister  thinks  II  it 
tain  aboul  his  own  sexuality,  he  tears  an 

mhajrftod 

Jon.  who  is  en  his  early  twenties 
separated  from  his  wife  several  months 
ago  Unemployed,  he  lives  with  his  lover 
m  Montreal  His  wife  was  well  em- 
ployed, but  after  the  separation  quit  her 
loo  and  took  the.r  three-year  old  lo 
another  province  to  deposit  with  he/ 
parents  Although  she  has  no  desire  to 
rear  (he  child  and  is  now  seeking  a 
career  in  another  city  (the  child  remains 
at  her  parents  ta/m),  she  seems  deter, 
mneci  lo  deny  Jon  more  than  token 
waiuoon  nghts  She  and  her  parents 
aHoptan  a  light  to  keep  the  boy  from 
mm  vtxting  Jon  in  his  own  nom* 

Kan.  alter  n.s  separation,  wee 


aJ lowed  several  hours  each  week  wilh 
!  his  young  son,  Robin  When  last  June 

he  went  before  the  Ontario  Supreme 
I  CourtloasK  lot  more  trme.  theiudge 
lectured  him  on  a  text  from  Mrs  Robert 
G'eenishe  had  |usl  won  her  victory  in 
Oade County)  and  refused  to  increase 
the  visiting  period  indeed,  he  added 
two  new  conditions.  During  the  short 
vtsiis  Karl  now  pays  to  Robin,  (wo 
people  must  always  be  present  ihe  man 
who  lives  wilh  Kan's  former  wife  (and 
who  is  periodically  violent  toward  her, 
and  a  psychiatric  nurse  who 
is  lomaxe  regular  reports  lothe  court 
Karl  may  never  see  his  son  except  in  the 
oresence  of  ihese  two  people 

Four  lives,  forgotten  lives.  When  was 
the  last  time  you  read  about  gay  lathers 
in  ihe  press,  straight  c*  otherwise''  II 
you  are  a  gay  male  reading  this,  you  may 

til  anachronistic  (what  laggot 
m  hi$ right  mind  would  want  children?) 
and  certainly  irrelevant  to  your  own  hte. 
O*  the  several  hundred  gay  men  you 
probably  know,  it's  likely  lhal  only  a  few 
are  fathers  and  thai  even  those  few  hove 
Nine  contact  with  the>r  children  Gay 
fathers  seem  utile  mora  than  aounosity 
m  Ihe  total  picture  of  gay  culture  today 


and  therefore  are  appropriately 
forgotten. 

They  are,  however,  more  than  a 
curiosity,  ana  gay  male  culture's 
choosing  to  "forget"  :hem  might  |ust 
signal  something  undesirable  about  gay 
maiecuitu/e  The  cause  ol  lesbian 
mothers  has  been  exalted;  we  certainly 
know  thai  gay  people  can  be  parents 
lis  dangerous  to  torget  thai  among 
those  parents  are  fathers  who  are  gay 

And  not  just  a  few,  either  "t  had  no 
"3ea    says  Brian  Miller  ol  Edmonton, 
"that  so  many  gay  men  had  children." 
Brian  has  been  conducting  a 
sociological  study  ol  gay  tain-- 
viewing  m  depth  several  dozen  of  them 
in  ihe  US  and  Canada.  While  there  are 
notigures  aboui  the  percentage  of  gay 
men  who  have  children,  there  are 
guesstimates  George  Hisiop,  of  the 
Community  Homophile  Association  ol 
Toronto,  who  has  done  as  much 
telephone  counselling  over  the  years  as 
any  Canadian  activist,  believes  ihat 
moat  gay  men  are  still  heterosexuaily 
marned.  and  Ihat  ot  Ihese  a  large  major 
ity  have  children 

Why,  it  they  art  so  many,  are  they  so 


Preparing  this  article.  I  asked  about 
twenty  fathers  if  they  could  be  pictured 
herewith  theirchild  or  children  Almost 
all  turned  me  down  They  felt  thai  being 
known  as  gay  would  entail  a  large  risk  of 
losing  Iheir  children  through  the  ellorls 
of  homophobic  relatives,  social  workers 
or  judges 

"The  numbers  ol  them  weren't  all  Ihat 
impressed  me,"  Brian  Miller  recounts. 
"There  was  also  an  intensity  of  ex- 
perience Ihat  I'd  not  expected  '  He 
described  Inslanceatter  instance  where 
a  lather  had  broken  Into  tears  recalling 
Ihe  pain  ot  having  to  decide  between 
being  honest  about  his  gayness  and 
getting  to  keep  his  children  "Every 
lather  I've  talked  with  experiences  a  gap 
between  his  life  as  a  laiher  and  his  Hie 
as  a  gay  man.  As  a  parent  he  Is  part  ot 
his  children  and  Ihey  of  him;  as  a  gay  man 
he  finds  thai  the  available  social  atruc- 
tu res  discourage  Ihe  presence  of  chil- 
dren —  or  exclude  them  tlatly."  The 
Invisibility  Is  due  not  only  lo  the 
homophobia  of  the  non-gay  world,  bul 
also  to  the  failure  ol  olher  gay  men  lo 
make  aplace  for  children  within  their 
world  as  well 

Surely,  one  might  think,  a  gay  activist 
experiences  this  dillarenily.  does  not 
leet  such  a  gap.  Surely  the  gay 
movement  has  made  room  for  Ihese 
men. 

Not  at  all,  says  Maurice  Flood. 

"Jack,"  "Bob,''  "Jon"  and  "Karl'"  are 
pseudonyms.  "Maurice  Flood"  Is  not. 
Maunce  is  a  gay  leader  in  Vancouver 
and  is  the  father  of  Isabel,  5.  and 
Margaret,  one-and-a-half  Maurice  has 
chosen  to  live  the  lite  of  what  Don 
Mager,  in  a  pioneering  essay  published 
i  in  1973.  called  ihe  •faggot  father"  "A 

laggot  lather  is  nol  simply  a  laggot  who 
\  ai  some  poinl  lalhered  a  child,  but  more 
I  significantly  he  is  a  man  whose  sexual 
oriental  ion  is  gay  and  whose  dally  life 
I  includes  an  active  participation  in  the 
i  livesof  his  children ." 

Maunce  and  Cynthia  Flood  live  in  a 
large  house  wilh  Iwo  olher  gay  men  All 
touradults  have  been  active  in  feminist, 
left  and/or  gay  politics.  One  might  ex- 
pect that  such  a  context  would  make 
belngafaggot  lather  easier  But  here's 
what  Maurice  has  to  say: 

•Theout-olthe-closet  gay  faiher  is 
looked  upon  by  heterosexuals  and  even  by 
gays  as  a  slightly  ridiculous,  bizarre 
creature  He  doesn't  fit  any  current  con- 
ventional paltern  of  behaviour  and  in 
that  sense  is  considered  weird  and 
unacceptable  Many  gays,  particularly  in 
the  gay  movement,  regard  par  en  I  hood 
as  a  retrograde  slep  The  out  gay  father 
is  seen  as  someone  who  has  not  quite 
r ejected  or  escaped  the  family  " 

Maunce  misses  gay  community  sup- 
port systems  "The  gay  father  receives 
no  positive  social  reinforcement  what- 
soever Instead,  people  communicate  in 
various  ways  the  message,  'how  could 
,  youTor  —  which  is  more  hunt ui  — 
what  right  have  you?'  The  most  or- 
dinary thing  in  the  universe,  raving 
children,  becomes  freakish,  a  topic  111 
for  gossip  and  jokes  " 

'The  status  of  the  out  gay  taitw  is  a 
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Atimefor"indecency" 

I   Statistics  Canada  announced  lastmonlh  trial,  tor  Ihe  first  lime  in  history,  more 
1   ihan  one  minion  people  in  this  country  were  unemployed. 

Thoseare  theotficialtigures.  Not  counted  are  the  thousands  ot  people  —  women 
and  youth  prominent  among  Ihem  —  who  long  ago  gave  up  even  looking  for  jobs 
that  were  not  there,  and  thusdroppedoulo'  Ihe  oflicial  employment  "market.  " 
Unemployment  makes  governments  shake  II  exposes  the  basic  flaws  in  Ihe 
economic  Structure  and  underscores  Ihe  split  between  rich  and  poor,  belween 
those  who  make  decisions  and  those  whodon'l,  between  the  powerful  and  the 
rest  ot  us. 

Leaving  people  free  lo  ponder  thesedistinct ions  is  a  dangerous  business  tor 
those  in  power.  It's  nocoincirience  that  the  present  social  crisis  is  being  blamed  on 
"moral  decay,  "on  "pornographic  hlih  Hooding  Ihe  land"  or  even  on  flocks  ot  Russian 
spies.  Such  "reasons"  make  great  news  copy  and  help  to  obscure  the  real  issues. 
Such  "reasons'^aveawayof  coming  tofhe  fore  most  prominently  just  before 
elections  —  reporting  on  the  Justice  Commit  tee  hearings  on  obscenity  m  Ottawa 
(see  page  5),  Ihe  Globe  and  Mail  editorialized  lhat  election  lever  isrunnlng  so  high 
"that  some  MPs  are  hallucinating. "Such  fits  get  votes;  when  there  area  million 
people  ouiot  work,  littleelse  does. 

Gay  people  are  doubly  vulnerable  in  times  like  these.  In  the  hrstplacewe.no  less 
than  olher  people,  depend  on  our  jobs  tor  survival  One  thinks  twice  about  coming  oul 
in  the  workplace;  outside  Quebec,  nothing  stops  an  employer  from  tiring  you 
simply  for  being  gay.  And  new  jobs,  obviously,  are  hard  tofind. 

Bui  even  more  f  righiening  is  the  broad  brush  being  wielded  by  the  new  "moral 
crusaders  "A  judge,  in  Ihe  process  of  sentencing  three  men  for  murder,  makes 
remarks  smearing  gay  rights  activists  with  the  crime  A  sensational  article  on  porno- 
graphy in  Ihe  Toi-onfoSfar includes  a  photoof  a  rack  covered  with  "pom"  maga- 
lines  —  the  only  I  i  He  actually  visible  is  Christopher  Street'-  "Moral  decay"  toalotot 
people  means  us.  It'snolanewstory.  Homosexuals  were  among  Hitler's  scapegoats 
too,  and  his  solution  to  theeconomic  and  social  crisis  of  that  time  included  a  war 
to  save  the  world  I  rom  decadence. 

Comingoul  at  a  time  like  this  seems,  at  first  glance,  crazy  It's  nol  surprising 
thatclosetry  is  coming  back  into  tashion,  encouraged  by  hints  from  judges,  news- 
paper columnists  andeven  by  some  gay  media  advertising  thai  "decern"  homo- 
sexuals jus!  might  be  tolerated  it  they  consume  the  right  things  and  otherwise  stay 
quiet,  humbleand  invisible  It's  a  tempting  offer  —  if  you're  willing  to  pay  the  price. 
Many  ot  us  are  not  Many  of  us  see  that  this  brand  of"  tolerance,  "despile  Ihe  toll 
it  exacts  In  pain  and  sell  hatred,  is  lenialive  When  things  get  tougher  it  loo  will  be 
revoked  and  Individual,  closeted  "decent  "homosexuals  will  nol  have  the  strength 
to  resist  being  picked  oft  oneby  one. 

There  is  no  security  in  Ihe  close!.  Theonly  real  security  lies  In  strength,  and  that 
strength  comes  from  being  oul,  visible,  proud  —  and  together  wlthother  gay  people 
who  are  too. 

Coming  out  Is  harder  Bui  there's  no  need  to  do  it  aloneanymore.  Ourstrength 
Is  each  other  and  our  collective  ability  toorganize.lo  build  and  to  fight  back  together 
Togoback  into  the  close!  now,  not  to  come  out,  or  even  to  be  out  but  nol  involved, 
Is  locourtadisaster  unparalleled  since  being  ou!  meant  wearing  a  pink  triangle  on 
the  right  cull  and  the  led  shoulder.  U 


Pix,  porn  and  paternity 


In  this  column  fasl  monlh.weasked  readers  lo  comment  on  the  collective's  decision 
not  lo  run  an  ad  submilled  by  theClub  Baths  in  Ottawa.  We  had  been  divided  over 
whether  the  imagery  in  the  ad  was  appropriate  lo  Ihe  pagesol  The  Body  Politic. 

Therequest  brought  a  number  of  letters,  split  just  aboul  evenly  lorand  against  the 
collective's  decision  A  sampling  of  these  appear  in  Ihe  "Letters"  section  below.  A 
comment  tn  one  of  the  letters  brought  to  mind  a  particularly  appropriate  illustration, 
which  we  have  provided 

Wearen't  Ihe  only  ones  investigating  sexual  imagery  these  days  MPs  at  the 
Just  ice  Commiltee  hearings  on  obscenity  in  Ottawa  have  been  passing  pornography 
around  (aster  ihan  al  a  stag  party,  and  ihemood  —  if  more  publicly  "outraged"  — 
has  certainly  been  no  moreenlighlened.  The  days  of  air-brushed  genitalia  may  again 
be  upon  us.  See  page  5  tor  an  analysis. 

Interactions  belween  gay  people  and  children  continue  to  demand  our  attention.  In 
Toronto,  a  judge  has  again  drawn  aconnection  between  thegay  movement  and  last 
summer's  murder  ot  12-year-old  Emanuel  Jaques.  whilem  Montreal  ano!her,udge 
recently  awarded  a  gay  man  custody  o!  his  children. 

In  this  issue  Michael  Lynch,  a  former  member  ot  The  Body  Politic  Collect  iveand 
presenlly  chairperson  of  ihe  Committee  to  Detend  John  Damien,  examines  his  role 
as  a  gay  father  in  a  world  which  hardly  seems  to  know  that  such  a  creature  exists.  An 
analysis  of  a  lesbian  molher's  bailie  for  custody  appears  on  page  22.  And  on  page  14 
Michael  Riordon  provides  another  perspective  on  childhood  by  giving  usa  lew  snap- 
shots ot  his  own:  "Flaunllng  it,"  you'll  see,  began  at  an  early  age. 

The  collective 


people  that  are  Interested  In  the  product 
or  service  ottered  The  Illustration  on  the 
Club  Ottawa  ad  was  designed  toattract 
the  attention  of  your  male  readership  in 
the  same  manner  lhat  Ihe  illustrations  on 
page  13at tract  the  attention  of  women. 
I  (eel  thai  you  must  apply  Ihe  same  cri- 
teria to  each!! 
Douglas  A  Ca  mpbell 
Editor,  The  Alternative 
Syracuse,  NY 


lam  not  in  favour  of  your  printing  ads 
similar  !o  the  one  submilled  by  the  Club 
Baths  in  Ottawa.  I  don't  disapprove  of  the 
aditsell,  because  alihoughil  portrays  a 
man  as  a  sex  object  Ihereare  times  when 
ii  is  perfectly  sane  and  reasonable  to 
admit  to  ourselves  and  others  that  all 
we're  looking  (or  is  simple  recreational 
sex.  The  fabric  of  civilization  won't  un- 
ravel and  Mr  Goodbar  isn't  inevitable. 

The  problem  is  that  theseadsare  ines- 
capable in  most  gay  contexts.  Leating 
through  mosi  gay  magazines  leaves  one 
with  the  impression  that  life's  fulfillment 
is  making  it  with  some  "hung,  humpy 
number"  and  that  you're  beneath  recog- 
nilion  if  you're  not  one  yourself.  In  the 
meat  rack  atmosphereot  the  bars  and 
disco's  (forgive  the  cliche)  people  work 
desperately  at  making  the  image  into 
reality.  Most  gays  are  not  Involved  in  gay 
lib  organizing  or  lifestyles  wherethey 
meet  other  gays  o!  ten  These  magazines 
and  businesses  are  of  ten  their  only 
resource  for  making  contact  with  their 
peers  and  it  is  there  thai  the  message  is 
constantly  hammered  In  that  you've  got 
to  make  it  as  a  sex  object." 

As  a  gay  man  I  am  both  a  human  being 
with  complex  emotions  and  a  sex  object. 
Most  gay  situations  emphasize  only  one 
side  of  myself  Preserve  for  me  The  Body 
Politic  as  a  meeting  place  where  my 
valididty  is  not  dependent  on  my  desira- 
bility. 

When  I'm  in  a  sexual  mood  I  won't 
hesitate  to  reach  for  Mandate.  Honest. 
Greg  Bourgeois 
Toronto 


The  only  trouble  with  the  proposed  ad 

you  were  given  by  CfubOttawats  —  it's 

just  plain  bad.  That'sall.l  have  never 

seen,  to  my  knowledge,  aman  with  a 

jumpsuit  hallway  unzippered  pointing  ti 

his  nipple  witha 

halo-aura  exuding 

like  thatfrom  his 

person.  Shades  ot 

Our  Lord.  Why 

doesn't  Club 

Ottawajust  use  the 

picture  ot  the 

mountie"resting" 

in  his  roomette  that 

they  had  before? 

Aside  from  this  bitchety,  this  issue  of 

TSPis  ihe  best  to  date! 

Please  don't  use  my  real  name.  I  don't 
want  my  Club  membership  card  confis- 
cated. Alter  all  the  pool  is  nice. 
Richard  Anonymous 
Toronto 


Of  cops 

and  little  boys 


Images  and 
responsibility 

I  was  quite  dismayed  to  read  of  yourre- 
jectionot  the  Club  Ottawa  advertisement 
in  the  March  issue  Publishingapaper  is 
amoral  responsibility  —  notonlytoyour 
readers,  but  also  loyouradvertlsers.On 
what  grounds  have  you  really  rejected 
the  Club  Ottawa  ad?  Because  it  was 
stereotypical?  Or  because  it  deals  with 
sex1  Or  because  it  happens  lodeal  only 
with  male  sex? 

The  collective  should  be  more  con- 
cerned with  advertisements  that  deal 
with  sex  but  have  nothing  really  todo 
with  the  subject,  i.e.  selling  washing 
machines,  etc.  This  type  of  advertising  is 

■   lar  more  deceptive  than  the  Club  Bath  ad. 
And  why  is  it,  that  ads  containing  male 

1   nudity  are  offensive  to  lesbians?  The 

2/Body  Politic 


reverse  doesn't  seem  to  be  tnie.ltthe 
collective  is  going  to  be  really  non-sexist, 
then  why  did  you  have  the  audacity  to 
reject  a  partially  clad  male  on  page2and 
run  a  totally  unclad  woman  on  page  13? 
Now  really,  if  you're  going  topursuea 
course,  let's  make  it  the  same  for  both 

The  advertisement  you  have  rejected 
is  no  more  sexist  than  the  "Loving  Man" 
ad  found  on  page  29.  Botharestricllyof 
interest  to  men.  both  are  being  sold  on 
their  sexual  value  (Loving  Man.'  Seized 
by  the  Morality  Squad!'),  and  both  should 
eitherbe  included  orexcluded. 

Theacceptance  or  reject  ionot  adver- 
tising has  never  been  an  easy  task  forany 
publication,  i  urge  you,  the  collective,  in 
the  future  to  consider  that  theadverliser 
has  rights,  too,  and  thai  directing  an  ad  lo 
a  certain  segment  of  your  readership 
enables  that  advertiser  to  reach  the 


What  a  lift  it  gave  my  soured  gay  sensi- 
bility when  I  read  your  February  1978 
issue.  Your  editorial  was  brave  and  arti- 
culate. It  spoke  to  issues  that  you  in 
Canadaand  we  in  the  States,  specifically 
in  Boston,  must  face  together.  The  real 
danger  is  to"become  contused.  Attack 
eachother  Bedivided." 

Wecan  however,  disagree,  or  agree  to 
disagree.  On  Boys  Loving  Men  Loving 
Boys,  we  are  not  in  ancient  Athens.  Such 
Utopias  were  genuinely  laise.  Ancient 
Athens  was  supported  by  a  huge  under- 
current slave  state,  only  the  genuinely 
aristocratic  people  were  allowed  expres- 
sion, along  with  some  of  theircamp 
followers.  Socrates  was  put  todeath.  I'm 
not  saying  we  shouldn't  care  for  our  gay 
youth,  we  should  But  that's  like  the  thir- 
teenth floor,  and  we  haven' t  even 
squeezed  onto  the  only  elevator  reserved 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians  on  theffrst 
floor. 

I  question  whether  you  should  print 
iheletterof  agay  man  anonymously  I 
queslionhlsquaini  ideas;  "hairy  gorillas 
preening  themselves...  I  tind  boys 


pleasant  and  there  Is  a  poetry  about  their 
love  that  moves  me  " 

Does  he  mean  that  boys  are  pleasant 
like  acup  of  tea?  The  "poetry"  business 
suggesls  some  1950's  mentality,  a 
chauvinism,  that  I  find  unpleasant  and 
dangerous.  II  sounds  more  likea  Milky 
Way  bar  jusi  having  been  consumed  by 
some  burned  out  diabetic  I'll  bet  lhat 
man  has  slept  through  the  Vielnam  War 
and  the  racial  rebellions.  I'm  sure  Ernst 
Roehm  would  have  said  "I'mahomosex- 
ual  and  you're  adamn  fool.  Wedon't  need 
noisy  idiots  like  you  to  harm  us.  Why 
don't  you  just  shut  up  "And  I'll  get  back 
to  buggering  boys  In  uniform,  poetically, 
of  course. 

Some  of  us  know  what  happened  to 
dear  Ernst.  The  Night  ot  the  Long  Knives 
was  a  busy  one. 
Ronnie  Allen 
Somerville,  Mass 


I  did  not  think  much  of  the  article  that  got 
you  in  so  much  trouble;  it  seems  that  It 
hasset  the  cause  of  gay  rights  back 
about  live  years.  I  know  that  men-boy 
relationships  are  part  ol  the  gay  cultured 
believeaverysmallpart);soislhedrag 
queen  scene  —  nel  ther  one  turns  meon. 
If  we  are  to  make  headway  in  get  ting  the 
straight  world  to  accept  us  and  winany 
kind  of  human  rights  at  all.  the  twoaf ore- 
mentioned  must  take  second  place  until 
we  do  get  "sexual  orientation"  written 
into  the  human  rights  act  on  a  national 
level.  I  wish  your  paper  much  success  In 
the  future. 


I  must  confess  that  I  read  the  "Men 
Loving  Boys  Loving  Men"  article  with 
relatively  little  interest.  I  know  how  hys- 
terical many  people  gel  over  pedophilia 
but  I  am  inclined  to  react  with  a  shrug  of 
the  shoulders.  It  never  occured  tome 
while  reading  it  that  it  would  prove  lobe 
explosive  —  so  much  tor  my  political 

think  that  you  could  have  done  better, 
whether  it  was  accidental  or  intentional. 
Anita  Bryant  pushed  the  issue  to  the 
j  foretront  of  public  awareness  by  linking 
her  campaign  against  equal  employment 
rights  in  Dade  County  to  children.  The 
gay  community  has  lores  pond,  nol  only 
with  placards  and  dollars,  but  what  is  In 
the  long  run  more  valuable  and  effec- 
tive —  an  increase  in  public  awareness 
and  understanding.  Since  ihe  public  is 
more  inclined  lo  read  magazines  and 
newspapers  than  heavy  scientific 
reports  aboul  studies  in  human  sexual 
behaviour,  these  printed  media  have  the 
opportunity  and  responsibility  to  play  a 
leading  role. 

I  think  lhat  the  now  controversial 
article  in  TBP  contributes  to  the  process 
of  learning  aboul  sexuality  and  isa 
positive  step  in  publishing,  a  step  that 
ought  tobetollowedupbyother 
publishers  ot  newspapers  and 
magazines  rather  lhan  being  denounced 
and  repressed. 

I  should  not  give  ihe  impression  that  I 
thought  "Men  Loving  Boys  Loving  Men" 
was  (lawless:  no  individual  articleor 
book  oroplnion  on  a  large  subject  is 
going  to  be  perfect  and  complete.  But  I 
am  championing  the  genre  and  hope  to 
see  more  of  ilskind. 


Should  the  local  policeconliscate  this 
letter,  they  should  beadvised  lhat  il  was 
theiractionol  Friday,  30  December,  that 
determined  thai  I  should  subscribe  to 
your  paper.  Whoeverpushed  them  into 
that  ill-advised  action  is  lobe  congratu- 
lated lor  one  ot  the  damndest  errors  in 
the  history  ot  anti-homosexual  propa- 
ganda. Inaclimate  of  increasing  public 
awareness  ot  government  Interference 
with  the  media,  they  chose  toraid  one  of 
the  most  highly  respected  gay  liberation 
papers  in  North  America,  thus  engen- 
dering more  outrageattheiraclion  than 
athomosexualsandhomosexuality.il 
they'd  p  fanned the  raid  to  gainyou  sym- 
pathy they  couldn't  have  done  It  better. 
I  hope  that  your  paper  will  continue  in 
publication,  and  continueexploring 
those  subjects  eschewed  by  lesser 
journals  as  "too  dangerous."  There  are 
loo  few  men  and  women  in  the  worid  with 
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guts  mMefito  nmM  Uboo  aspects 
of  owcv'tu'*,  and  IIH  fortunate  that  7ft* 
ftxr,  fty i  r>e  nas  so  many  of  tham  on  <U 
•UH  HdMapcIvfOTtorrwtnlnovD 
-o»tf>*  h<  i#  10  pass  into  naovnrvar  land 
because  of  a  law  Neanderthal  man 
waving  badges 


I  inn  haven  I  seen  a  feminist  viewpoint  in 
TBPon the  sub|ect  ot  pedophiles  Yes, 
lols  ol  letter*  in 
to  ins  butt,  lots  discussing  the 
importance  of  Ihe  issue,  but  notntng 
about  (he  issues  Forexample.afemmist 
view  of  'ape  includes  sen  with  minors  as 
aformthereol  Therearemanyandsub- 
stsntial  reasons  for  such  a  definition 
Now.  are  we  to  assume  thai  because  it  is 
a  male-male  relationship,  some  new  or 
different  element  has  entered  which 
negates  that  anal vsis?  How  much  in 
fiuencc  do  feminist  lebians  have  on  oay 
liberation?  Are  more  lesbians  going  to 
have  lo  make  a  choice,  ol  hers  learn  to 
avert  their  gaze  or  how  to  reconcile  the 
rwo?  These  are  not  easy  quest  ions  land 
therearemorei.bul  not  addressing  them 
•erlOualyorsellingupa  straw  man  (or 
woman)and  knocking  li  down  isa  way  ol 
giving  an  answer  too  Don'l  leave  it  en- 
tirely to  teller  writers;  that  Is  nol  Ihe  for- 
mat lor  analysis  Wllhoul  taking  account 
ot  (eminlsltrioughl,  a  discussion  ol 
pedophilia  will  be  of  noradical  con- 
sequence 
Judy  Springer 
Brandon,  Manitoba 

Our  apologies  lo  Judy  Spring*/  tor  lea  v- 
ing  her  last  name  oil  alellor  from  her  In 
the  March  issue.  Since  it  was  not  clear 
that  Ihe  tetter  was  tor  publication,  we 
thought  li  best  to  be  cautiousabout  the 
author's  identity  in  a  recent  letter  to  us 
Ms  Springer  pointed  out  that  she  found 
suchcircumspectlon palronumg.  We 
are  pleased  to  tind  thai  It  was  also 
unnecessary, 

—thecollective 


Quebec  for  gays; 
gays  for  Quebec? 

WiilL-lagrpo  wllh  Ron  Dayman's,  analy- 
sis (TOP  Feb  78)  Ihatlhe  angry  2000- 
slrong  gay  rights  demonstration  in  the 
Streets  of  Montreal  onOclober23. 1977, 
In  response  lo  savage  police  repression, 
accelerated  Ihe  tabling  and  passage  of 
Bill  88  protecting  Ihecivllnghtsof 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  Quebec,  I  do 
believe,  however,  that  Ihe  real  cause  ol 
that  piece  of  gay  rights  legislation  lies 


The  following  graffitowas  recently 


swenonawashroomwaii  "Rene 
LevvsQu*  ••  * 'uck  ing  F  rench  s*pera  1 1  s  t 
a  godamned  eoc*  sue*  i  ng  fag  "  In  case 
tnu  is  nol  self  -explanatory ,  suMice  it  to 
say  that.  In  many  instances,  OueO«cois 
are  as  despised  and  oppressed  as  homo 
scTualsandare  therefore  st  rmng  to 
liberate  themselves  from  f  his  subser 
*ence  in  this  context,  it  comes  as  no 
real  surprise  that  th*  Quebec  govern- 
ment has  acknowledged  homosexual 
oppression  and  decided  to  enact  legts- 
lationtoban  discrimination  against  gay 
men  and  women 

Now  that  oppressed  leaders  of 
Quebec  sovereignty  have  recognaed 
and  protected  the  homosexual  minonty. 
it  would  seem  logical  for  gay  liberation 
movemenl  spokes  people  to  come  out  in 
support  ol  Ouebecois  enfranchisement 
V  von  Thlvierge 
Hull.  Quebec 


Light 

The  latest  edition  of  The  Body  Politic  has 
certainly  beena  light  at  the  endof  the 
tunnel  Wilhnotoniypoiiticalbutecono- 

mn.  problems  lacing  me.it  was  great  to 
be  able  to  read  about  gays  organising 
across  Ihe  country,  making  or  trying  to 
make  their  own  lives  and  my  llle  better. 
I'm  very  proud  to  be  gay,  especially  when 
I  know  that  my  brothers  and  Siste'5 
across  Canada  are  dol  ng 
Thanks  for  being  I 

Lindsay  Bull 

Winnipeg 


Grab  a  pen,  quick! 

After  seeing  the  ad  In  the  February  issue 
of  IBP  I  wrole  to  Premier  Davis  Labour 
Minister  Bet  le  Stephenson  and  Attorney- 
General  Roy  McMurtry  to  urge  them  to 
introduce  legislation  to  add  sexual  orien- 
tation lo  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Code 

The  Reply  I  received  from  Stephenson 
contained  the  following  paragraph:  "At 
the  present  time,  the  recommendations 
ol  the  Review  Committee  are  being 
studied  by  the  Government.  However, 
before  any  decision  regarding  proposed 
legislation  is  reached.  II  is  important  that 
the  Government  be  aware  ol  public 
reaction  " 

While  I  recognize  this  isiust  a  form 
answer,  it  does  seem  that  the  Ontario 
Government  is  going  to  weigh  ex  pres 
slonsol  public  opinion  before  deciding 
whether  or  not  to  include  sexual  orienta- 
tion m  the  Code 

Since  the  anti-homosexual  forces 
haveabig  head  start  already,  let's  start 
those  letters  pouring  in! 
David  Garmalse 
Ottawa 
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Gay  men  and  (their)  children  1 

By  Michael  Lynch 

Say  men  are  often  kept  at  a  distance  trom  children  —  as  it  we  were 
a  danger  to  them  Gay  fathers  are  one  front  in  the  struggle  to  make 

gay  men  visible  in  children's  lives  A  visibility  that  can  be  nourish- 

mg  on  both  sides 

Protesting  before  all  Europe  24 

By  Hubert  Kennedy 

He  was  the  world's  first  gay  militant  Last  month  you  read  (didn't 
you?)  Part  I  of  Hubert  Kennedy's  milestone  study  of  Karl  Heinrtch 
ULrlchs  This  month.  Kennedy's  concluding  episodes  follow  Ulnchs 
through  political  Imprisonment,  his  finest  hour  as  a  gay  activist,  and 
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In  the  News 

Canada  this  month 
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Insatiable  censors,  page  5  The  church  and  the  politicians  ate  rally- 
ing tor  a  tighter  grip  on  publishing  and  distribution  In  Canada  Inter- 
national Women's  Day,  page  22  it  began  in  1910.  Today,  lesbian 
issues  make  March  8  more  vibrant  than  ever  These  and  more  cross- 
Canada  stones  Starting  on  page  4 


Our  Image 

TBP  Review  Section 


15 


This  time  we  review,  ol  all  things,  radio;  Paul  Goodman  leads  off  the 
pack  and  three  lesbian  volumes  are  not  far  behind  To  top  li  all  oft.  a 
review  ot  a  play  with  absolutely  no  gay  content 
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Judge  slams  gays  in  Jaques  verdict 


"There  is  one  feature  in  yourcase  that 
disturbs  me  more  lhana  little.  II  is  your 
acknowledged  tendency  toseek  out  evei 
younger  homosexual  partners.  I  wonder 
how  common  thai  is  among  homo- 
sexuals. There  are  those  who  would  seek 
legal  protection  for  homosexuals  in  the 
Human  Rights  Code.  You  make  me 
wonder  il  they  are  not  misguided.  I 
wonder  If  there  shouldn't  be  legislation 
to  protect  the  people  you  seek  toenlice. ' 
With  these  words  Justice  Maloney 
sentenced  Saul  David  Betesh  on  March 
22  to  life  Imprisonment  (or  the  murder  of 
12-year-old  EmanuelJaques  in  a  Yonge 
Street  body  rub  parlour  last  July. 

Then-person  jury  handed  down  (heir 
verdicts  on  March  12,  after  only  a  few 
hours  ol  deliberation:  BeieshandKribs, 
guilty  ol  first  degree  murder,  Woods, 
guilty  of  second  degree  murder.  Werner 
Gruener.  the  fourth  defendant,  was 
acquiled. 

The  three  were  sentenced  to  life 
imprisonment. 

Rejecting  submissions  by  defence 
lawyers  to  have  the  men  sent  to  the 
Mental  Health  Centreat  Penetang- 
uishene  lor  assessment,  Judge  Maloney 
ordered  them  lo  Kingston  penitentiary  to 
serve  their  sentences  In  solitary  confine- 
ment. Krlbs  and  Betesh  havealready 
Indicated  thai  ihey  do  not  expect  to 
survive  their  sentence. 

It'sa  feeling  local  media  have  helped 
encourage.  The  Sun,  which  has  been 
lobbying  for  the  return  of  the  death 
penalty  lor  years,  noted  In  a  bloodthirsty 
editorial  thalthe  convicted  men  deserve 
whatever  death  they  meet  at  the  hands  of 
lellow  Inmates.  Both  the  Sun  and  the 
Toronto  Sfsrhave  described,  somelimes 
In  gruesome  detail,  the  prison  deaths  of 
other  "child  murderers." 

Judge  Maloney'scommentsendeda 
trial  one  defence  lawyer  termed  "a  forced 
march  through  a  sewer."  Gay  people  and 
their  supporters  have  feared  thai 
testimony  given  by  the  convicted  men 
could  be  used  to  support  reactionary 


demands  lor  regressive  social  legisla- 
tion which  would  return  thedeath 
penalty  and  "protect"  children  from  the 
"homosexual  lifestyle."  in  particular,  it  is 
feared  that  the  sexual  tastes  of  Betesh 
and  Kribs  could  be  used  lo  support  the 
scare  taclics  of  people  like  Anita  Bryant. 

Judge  Maloney  madeoneflnai 
reference  to  gay  peopleduring  his 
sentenclngof Kribs  "Ihaveonemore 
thought,"  he  said.  "People  likeyou  call 
yourselves  gay  That  isaterribleperver- 
sion  of  a  fine  wholesome  English  word." 

Spokespersons  in  theTorontogay 
community  expressed  out  rage  at 
Matoney's  anti-gay  com menls.  Brent 
Hawkes,  pastorol  MCC,  said,  "It's  very 
unfortunate  for  a  judge  to  try  and  make 
some  kind  of  connection  between  a  cer- 
tain crime  and  a  group  of  individuals  in 
Ihe  community  as  a  whole."  Michael 
Lynch,  chairperson  ot  The  Committee  to 
Defend  John  Damien.  and  Tom  Warner, 
co-ordinator  of  the  Coalition  for  Gay 
Rights  in  Ontario,  issued  a  joint  state- 


ment saying,  "Forjudge  Maloney  to 
suggest  that  the  amendment  (to  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code)  would 
protect  rapists  and  murderers  shows  an 
appalling  ignorance  ol  human  rights 

As  well.  Dick  Beddoes,  a  regular 
columnist  with  ]t\e  Globe  and  Mail, 
defended  the  gay  response  Inacolumn 
devoted  to  the  issue.  He  said.  "We  do  not 
deny  basic  rights  lo  heterosexuals,  as  a 
group,  because  a  few  In  that  group 
commit  sexual  crimes.  It  is  logical  lor 
homosexuals  as  a  group  toexpect  the 
same  condition  to  apply  to  them;  only  f  he 
most  warped  misanthropes  would 
disagree." 

It  is  difficult  to  assess  the  long-term 
effect  of  the  Jaques  tragedy  on  gay 
people's  struggle  to  obtain  protect  ion 
and  acceptance  in  a  host  ilesociety. 
Some  have  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  event  has  set  the  gay  movement  back 
lifty  years  That  does  not  appear  lobe  the 
case  —  at  least,  not  yet  The  Jaques 
tragedy  has  not  produced  any  new 
resentment  against  gay  people  —  it  has 
merely  provided  a  hook  upon  which 
people  can  hang  previously  learned 
fears  and  hostilities.  It  isa very  templing 
hook  indeed,  and  the  gay  community 
would  be  naive  if  it  did  not  expect  to  see  II 
used  by  forces  intent  on  discrediting  and 
defaming  gay  people. 

The  gay  community  response  must  be 
more  than  a  lamentation  over  the  horror 
oftragedieslikelheJaquesmurder.lt 
that  is  all  we  do,  judges  may  well  con- 
tinue to  ponder  whether  the  law  should 
"protect  the  people  we  seek  toentlce." 

The  community  must  realize  thereare 
forces  —  some  merely  ignorant;  others 
enfirely  calculating  —  thatwlllnot 
hesitate  to  usesuch  tragedies  against 

We  must  not  hesitate  toexpose  from 
the  beginning  whal  gay  community 
leaders  have  aptly  termed  "gross 
distortion"  and  "appalling  ignorance." 

by  Robin  Hardy 


TBP  to  appeal 
Supreme  Court 
decision 

The  Body  Politic  is  appealing  to  Ihe  Ontario 
Court  of  Appeal  agains!  the  March  15 
decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Hugh  Garrett  of  the 
Ontario  Supreme  Court.  Garrett  rejected 
TBP's  application  toquash  a  search  warrant 
used  to  raid  the  journal's  office  December 
30. 

Theappeal  will  be  heard  April  14  before 
three  judges  of  Ihe  Ontario  high  court. 

TSPspokesperson  Gerald  Hannon  said 
the  decision  was  being  appealed  because 
he  and  co-defendants  Ed  Jackson  and  Ken 
Popert  disagreed  wilh  it  Said  Hannon,  "If 
the  decision  remains  unchallenged,  the 
implications  for  freedom  of  the  press  and 
unbridled  police  powers areextremely 
serious." 

In  rejecting  the  decision,  JusiiceGarrett 
said  that  a  warrant  lo  search  business 
premises  was  "different"  from  oneaut horiz- 
ingasearchofaman's  home,  and  that 
"much  crime  would  go  unprosecuted  were 
II  not  for  the  right  toobtaina  warrant  to 
search  in  appropriate  cases." 

Garrett  rejected  as  well  the  argument 
that  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  issuing  the 
warrant  had  acted  Injudically  in  not  satisfy- 
ing himself  thai  Ihe  December/January 
issued  TBP  might  indeed  be  "immoral." 

Garrett  dismissed  rap's  motion,  and 
assessed  court  costs  againslf  his  journal. 
byPaulTrollope   ] 


Wn 


■Hilly  people  demonslraled  March  23  in  front 
neiwascalled  lodemonslrate  community  reaclk 
legality  ot  the  search  warrant  used  lorald  rep's  c 

Ihe  protest.  The  demonstration  was  endorsed  by 

Update:  Fund  hits  $21 ,000 

The  directors  o!  The  Body  Politic  Free 
the  Press  Fund  have  announced  that 
donations  received  to  date  haveexceed- 
ed  $21 .000.  A  recent  benefit  performance 
of  "faggot  theatre"  by  The  Pink  Satin 
Bombers  pushed  the  fund  over  the 
twenty-one  thousand  mark. 

The  legal  battles  lacing  The  Body 
Politic  may  cost  as  much  as  $30,000. 

In  a  development  on  Ihe  gay  tourist 
boycott  of  English  Canada.  Mark  Tours  of 


.llheollicesoMhe  Attorney-General.  The  pi 
n  to  the  Supreme  Court  decision  lo  uphold  the 
flee.  Demonstrators  carried  signs  listing  the 
re  handed  leallels  explaining  Ihe  reason  for 
everal  Canadian  magazines  andpublishers. 
San  Francisco  have  announced  they  are 
cancelling  a  series  of  ten  tours  lo  Canada 
in  1978.  These  cancellations  will  result  in 
atoss  ol  over  $350,000  in  bookings  to  the 
Canadian  tourist  industry.  Mark  Tours 
has  reported  a  thirty  percent  increase  in 
inquiries  about  their  San  Francisco  tour 
from  Canadian  gays  Interested  in 
"gelling  away." 

The  tourist  boycott  has  received 
extensive  media  coverage  in  Canada, 
and  has  caused  concern  in  thealready 
troubled  Canadian  tourist  industry. ! 


Gay  father 
wins  custody 

On  January  iSOttawa County  Court 
Judge  Elmer  Smith  awarded  a  gay  man 
custody  ot  his  8  year-old  daughter  and  13 
year-old  son.  The  court  decision  marked 
the  first  time  In  Canada  that  aknown  gay 
father  has  won  a  child  custody  battle. 

The  13-page  written  decision  by  Judge 
Smith  dealt  at  length  with  thequest ion  of 
the  man's  sexuality  and  concluded  thai 
"on  all  counts  the  homosexualfactor 
should  not  deter  Ihe  court  in  Its  view  that 
the  father  ought  to  be  prelerred(as 
custodian)." 

While  Ihe  judge's  decision  Is  impor- 
tant in  that  It  recognizes  that 
homosexuality  should  not  automatically 
disqualifyalalherfromchildcustody.it 
nonetheless  places  severe  limilalions 
on  the  kind  of  homosexual  behaviour  ac- 
ceptable Judge  Smith  noted  thai  Ihe 
lather's  homosexuality  did  not  prevent 
his  gaining  custody  only  because  he  was 
also  bisexual,  closeted  and  non-militant. 

The  father,  a  37  year-old  Montreal 
businessman,  had  gone  to  the  courts  lo 
obtain  legal  custody  of  his  twochlldren 
who  were  living  with  his  wife  at  the  time. 
in  the  Judge's  decision  the  wile  was 
described  as  having  psychiatric 
problems  and  strained  relationships 
wilh  Ihe  children.  Judge  Smllh  noted 
that  "the  psychological  parentis  Ihe 
father.  The  evidence  Is  overwhelming  in 
this  respect.  I  was  impressed  with  his 
forthrightness,  his  openness,  his  human 
qualities  which  are  not  Inconsiderable." 
During  Ihe  proceedings  Ihelather's  lover 
also  appeared  before  the  judge  and  was 
praised  in  the  decision  as  "...having 
genuine  concern  and  love  for  the 
children...  sophistication  and  social 
awareness." 

In  spite  of  the  father's  superior 
qualities,  Judge  Smith  went  on  tosay 
that  "the  question  of  homosexuality 
must  be  laced  squarely...  as  any  other 
kind  of  problem  which  may  damage  the 
psychological,  moral,  intellectual  or  phy- 
sical well-being  ol  Ihe  children;  and  their 
orderly  development  and  adaptat  Ion  lo 
society  "After  reviewing  the  father's 
lifestyle,  ihe  Judge  maintained  lhal  in 
this  case  homosexuality  should  not 
prevenl  custody  because  Ihe  father 
"describes  himself  as  bisexual...  has  not 
indulged  in  unusual  exhibit ionlstic 
behaviour  in  the  presence  of  the 
children...  his  sexual  orientation  is  not 
known  outside  of  his  immediate  circle... 
he  has  never  exhibited  any  inclination 
towards  militancy  in  Ihis  difficult  area  of 
homosexual  behaviour." 

From  the  wrilten  decision  it  isclear 
that  the  Judge  felt  the  man  lobe  an  excel- 
lent parent,  certainly  far  superior  lo  the 
mother,  and  that  if  It  weren't  for  the 
father's  sexuality  custody  would  be  auto- 
malic  Homosexuality  only  became  ac- 
ceptable because  Ihe  man  also  had  sex 
with  women  and  kept  his  sexuality  a  sec- 
ret. This  judgement  Is  founded  on  the 
myth  thai  overt  displays  of  homosexual 
affection  are  harmful  lochildren. 

The  gay  man's  wife  has  since  in- 
dicated her  intention  toappeal  the 
decision  on  Ihe  sole  basis  lhat  Ihe 
children  will  be  harmed  psychologically 
by  living  wilh  the  lather  and  his  lover.  Ac- 
cording to  newspaper  reports,  ihe 
woman  has  assembled  over 50  wit- 
nesses lotesllfy  to  that  effect.  The  Out- 
come of  her  appeal  will  clearly  define  jus! 
how  acceptable  a  parent's 
homosexuality  is  tothe Canadian 
judiciary. 

byBIULewisO 


More  news  on  p.  22 


Remember  these?  In  the  fifties,  men  seemed 

to  have  been  bom  with  posing  straps  instead  of  cocks 

and  balls.  Take  a  good  look.  In  a  few  years,  it  may 

be  all  you'll  see  —  anywhere  in  Canada. 


MP's  hit  hard  at 'pom' 


On  vVMneuy  March  22  the  Parliament 
ary  Standi  no  Committee  on  Justice  and 
Legal  Affairs  tabled  its  Third  Report  in 
the  House  ol  Commons  The  subject 
ma  1 1  er  was  pornography 

The  1 1  -member  all-party  committee 
had  been  chaired  by  Liberal  Mark 
MacGulgan  and  Simma  Hot);  It  held  12 
hearings  and  heard  over  25  witnesses, 
including  representatives  oime  Church. 
Ihe  police,  and  Ihe  stale  Representa- 
tives ol  two  women's  organizations  also 
appeared,  as  did  Ihe  Periodical 
Distributors  ol  Canada. 

The  report  made  headlines  For  ihe 
present,  Ihe  recommendations  it  made 
areslmplylhat  —  recommendations  — 
and  Justice  Minister  Ron  Basfordhasex 
pressed  reluctance  at  making  any  changes 
In  current  legislation,  other  than  increasing 
the  penalties  lor  "kiddle  pom." 

It  Ihe  recommendations  ever  reach  Ihe 
law  books,  however,  explicit  erotic 
material  will  become  almost  entirely 
unavailable  in  Canada. 

Other  recommendations  of  Ihe 
i  ommltlMtra 

•  To  ex  lend  Ihe  definition  ol  pornography 
lo  Include  the  undue  exploflaiion  ol 
crime,  horror,  cruelty,  violence  or  the 
undue  degradation  of  Ihe  human  person, 

I  *a  well  as  sex 
•Toexlend  the  definition  ol  pornography 

|   !o  include  any  description  or  depletion  of 
real  or  simulated  masturbation,  sexual 

;  intercourse,  gross  Indecency,  buggery  or 
bestiality  If  Ihe  Individual  is  under  16. 

..  •Tomakeobscenelhedlsplayolany 

!  portlonollhebodylnasexually 
suggestive  manner  If  that  body  Is  under 

i  16,  or  appears  to  be. 

1  *Toralse  Ihe  penally  torallrst  offence 
from  two  years  lo  five  years 


The  real  dirt 

Quotations  tram 

the  Justice  Committee  hearings 

•A  Jackson. VaneouverPolieeOepI   We 
.in'  tuning  lo  llnd  similar  traits  In  Vancou 
«>  that  have  (alien  place  In  New  Yorfcend 
lo*  Angela*.  In  eiplolllng  Ihe  children  by 
using  pornography  lo  lum  runaways  on 
inlo  the  homosex  uel  scene.  They  use  Ihem 
lo  illmulale  their  desire,  Ihen  Ihey  con 
linuetheacllogralllyihechlld.  and  subs* 
iiuently  Ihey  gel  Ihem  involved  In  their 
homose  i  ua  I  ac  I  Ivl  I  les. 


where  there  worelOO  hi 

place  was  considered  a 

house  There  were  no  women  ihere.  Only 

men  were  Involved  When  the  arrests  were 

gerded  the  civil  liberties  of  the  individual, 
according  to  which  we  had  no  right  lo 
make  lest*  lor  the  presence  ol  venereal 
diseases    Thisiswhal  wedolorallprosll 
lutee, but  ere  are  nol  supposedlodo  It  lor 

Mr  WhlleweylMPIPenmouselalelyhas 
had  somewhat  ol  a  kick  on  lesbunlsm  and 
Ihe  whole  gay  more  men  I,  where  II  depicts 
lesbianism,  and  at  least  blsaiuallly,  as 
being  quite  Ihe  normal  thing,  andagroup 
sea.  which  is  considered  by  at  least  Ihe 
Cnriitlanelhie  to  be  immoral 
Acting/  Insp  Houston  You  get  Oidoe  such 
a*  Ihts,  called  a  "squirmy  rooter .*  They 
have  pieces  ol  wire  imbedded  In  ihem.  and 


•Togiveiudgesthenghltohave 
offending  material  destroyed  even  If  no 

charges  are  laid 

There  are  11  recommendations  mail 
They  are  presented  in  a  document  which 
goes  to  some  pains  to  relate  them  to 
some  legitimate,  liberal,  even  "radical" 
concerns  The  introduction  stales  that 
pornography  is   ex  ploi  live  ol  women  — 
they  are  pon  rayed  as  passive  victims 
whoderive  limitless  pleasure  from 
indicted  pain,  and  from  subjugation  to 
acts  of  violence,  humiliation,  and 
degradation.     The  effect  of  this  type  ol 
material  is  loreinlorce  mate-female 
stereotypes  to  the  detriment  of  both 
sexes  " 

Whocouid  argue  with  that?  It's  radical 
apple  pie,  it's  got  all  the  right  buzz-words 
—  onecan  detect  knees  jerking  in  agree- 
ment after  the  first  threewords. 

Bui  even  a  casual  reading  olthe 
minutes  ol  the  committee  that  produced 
that  repon  indicates  that  the  minds 
behind  it  perceive  degradation  to  be 
almost  any  connection  with  sex  that  isn't 
"missionary  " 

"Fellatio"  is  Irequenlly  mentioned  as 
oneol  the  more  repulsive  acts  you're 
likely  loencounter  The  group  wonders 
aloud  how  Show  We.  the  highly 
acclaimed  sex  book  for  children,  ever 
won  Its  Obscenity  trial.  And  of  course 
references  lo  gay  people  appear—  more 
man  infrequently,  and  never  positively. 
Toquotejuslone   "    yougeitne 
absurdities  Ihat  we  see  expressed  in 
England  these  day  s  where  the  lesbians 
have  such  an  Intense  commitment  to 
each  other  And  yel  they  want  lo 
reproduce  so  they  want  to  have  art i Ileal 
in  semi  nation." 

These  are  the  people  who  tell  us  that 
their  abiding  concern  is  to  develop  a 
society 'which  holds  that  egalltanan- 
ism,  non-violence,  consensuallsm,  and 
mutuality  are  basic  toany  human 
interaction  "That 'sin  Ihe  formal  and 
final  report  I  prefer tobelieve the 
assessmenlol  the  samegroup  speaking 
informally-  "stop  the  flood  ol  f  i  It  h  ;""|l  's 
garbage,"  "sick  " 

There  should  be  no  laws  regulating 
erotic  material  merely  tor  being  erotic 

And  there  are  at  least  two  good 
reasons  to  oppose  such  legislation,  even 
if  one  agrees  lhal  yes.  it  does  exploit 
women,  and  yes.  It  does  abuse  children. 
One  Pornography  legislation  has  always 
been  used,  and  will  continue  lobe  used, 
to  harass  and  stifle  erotica  thai  is  experi- 
mental .  Or  serves  minority  tastes.  Or  is 
dangerous  toaccepted' truths' about  the 
way  people  relate  Remember  Trie  We II 
of  Loneliness,  Ulysses.  Lady 
Chatlerteys  Lover  Remember  Loving 
Man. 

Two  II  won't  work.  11  never  has  We  have 
obscenity  laws  now  ana  i  Ms  sl  i  m 
possible  to  purchase  what  you  want  — 
if  you  have  Ihe  money.  Stricter  laws,  and 
a  more  rigorous  en  torcement  may '  'Clean 
up  Canada  lor  a  time.  Nonetheless, 
while  such  laws  may  not  work  in  the 
sense  ot  making  pornography 
permanently  unavailable,  they  will  very 
much  work  in  the  sense  that  erotica  will 
be  yet  more  (irmly  linked  to  law-breaking 
and  gu  i  It  bot  h  sex  ual  and  social 

I!  thoughtful,  progressive  people  wish 
to  debate  the  merits  ol  pornography,  that 
debate  must  occur  within  the  context  in 
which  ail  Ihe  opt  ions  are  still  open 
Otherwise  we  allow  Ihe  government  to 
choose  our  options  —  thesamegovern- 
ment  which  refuses  to  legislate 
protection  tor  gay  people,  that  maintains 
age  ol  consent  at  2 1  that  cuts  back 
social  services,  thai  keeps  wornert  as 
second  class  citizens 

They  won't  do  any  Defter  on  this  issue 
exther  Let  snot  give  them  the  chance 


Pornography,  feminism  and  children's  literature 

Analysis  by  Gerald  Harmon 


"  More  females  than  males  favour  (he  cen- 
sorship ot  pornography  ftj&tN.  versus 
5?  4%  lor  the  males) 

"More  females  than  males  would  like  to 
see  the  government  prosecute  people  who 
show,  sell,  create  or  perform  pornographic 

Those  are  two  ot  the  conclusions  ot  ihe 
Report  ot  a  Survey  ot  Canadian  Altitudes 
Towards  Pornography  commissioned  by 
Weekend  Magazine  &r\<3  held  In  January  ol 
this  year  That  publication's  surveys  have 
been  described  as  technically  shoddy,  but 
their  conclusions  on  women's  altitudes  to 
pornography  are  echoed  In  a  study  done  by 
the  Law  Reform  Commission.  "Women, 
more  so  than  men.  both  married  and 
single,  were  in  favour  ol  retaining  or 
strengthening  the  present  laws,  m  order  to 
protect  children,  lo  reinforce  moral  values, 
and  to  prevent  profits  being  gained  from 
the  exploitation  ot  women  and  sex " 

On  Tuesday,  March  7.  Ms  Lorenne  Clark. 
Executive  Member,  National  Action  Com- 
mittee on  the  Status  of  Women,  appeared 
before  (he  Parliamentary  Standing  Com 
mittee  on  Justice  and  Legal  Affairs  Ms 
Dabra  Lewis,  of  the  Vancouver  Status  of 
Women,  appeared  before  the  same  com- 
millee  on  Wednesday.  March  1  On  March 
22.  the  unanimous  report  of  that  all-party 
committee  was  tabled  In  the  House  of 
Commons  The  recommendations,  repor- 
led  elsewhere  on  this  page,  are  lightening 
Clark  and  Lewis  musl  bear  some  Ol  the 
responsibility  for  a  report  Ihat,  II II  were  to 
be  implemented,  would  result  In  more  than 
one  issue  of  Ihls  paper  being  charged  with 
obscenity,  and  would  put  us  back  In  the 
courts  lighting  lor  the  nghl  to  read 
acknowledged  classics  like  Ulysses 

Clark  and  Lewis  were  thoughtful,  in- 
telligent, articulate,  impassioned  —  and 
wrong  Not  wrong  so  much  in  what  they 
had  lo  say  —  (heir  concerns  were 
legilimale.  though  I  leel  they  over 
Simplified  some  very  complex  issues. 

They  were  wrong  In  that  they  chose  to 
appear  before  a  committee  composed 


We  heye  not  banned  children's  inera 
Nor  am  I  aware  that  there  was  ever  a 
cunent  ot  feminist  thought  which 
suggests  doing  so  It  was  recognized  lhal 
children's  literature  conveyed  some  very 
unpleasant  things  about  the  appropriate 
behaviour  for  men  and  women,  and  ihat 
this  information  was  reaching  impres 
sionabie  minds  The  solution  was  not 
lo  ban  the  material  —  rather  to  begin  the 
production  ol    non-sex  I  si  childien's 
literature",  stories  lor  girls  and  boys  that 
showed  girls  as  lull  ol  Initiative  and  adven 
lure  as  boys,  that  showed  them  aspiring  t< 
be  doctors  and  lawyers  and  astronauts  as 
olten  as  housewives  and  mothers  I  don't 
imagine  anyone  had  any  Illusions  about 
suddenly  changing  the  world,  or  that  Ihls 
new  and  better  material  would  Instantly 
replace  the  mountains  ol  sexist  literature 
already  available  But  that  response  was 
not  iust  reaction  —  It  was  a  positive  step. 
It  was  creative,  II  was  moving  toward  what 
one  wanted  to  see  rather  than  obliterating 
what  oil  ended. 

Clark,  Lewis,  feminists  Ihey  represent, 
and  Ihe  Justice  and  Legal  Affairs  Commit  tee 
haveopted  for  obliteration  Clark  told 
me  she  fell  she  had  some  impact  on  I 
group  in  terms  of  directing  Its  locus  away 
Irom  Ihe  merely  sexually  explicit  and 
towards  the  explicitly  violent  She  main 
lalned  lhal  her  views  received  a  very  syrrv 
pathetic  hearing  nol  only  In  committee,  but 
during  dinner  afterwards. 

II  the  gay  movement  has  learned 
anything,  It  has  learned  that  views  ex- 
pressed "during  dinner  afterwards"  are 
very  seldom  rememberd  by  those  who 
held  them,  particularly  when  the  "climate 
Is  not  right." 

II  Is  clear  Irom  the  transcripts  ol 
hearings  that  the  Justice  and  Legal  Affair 
Committee  is  nol  particularly  Interested  In 
the  subtleties  propounded  by  Ms  Clark  and 
Ms  Lewis  They  want  lo  stop  what  Ihey  see 
as  a  "flood  ol  filth."  If  they  can  say  Ihat 
they  have  Canadian  feminist  behind  them, 

■  much  Ihe  better  A  "progressive" 


ilmost  e 

mosl  explicit  depictions  of  sexual  activity 
as  "garbage,"  "llllh,"  and  "sick."  Toappear 
before  such  a  group  is  to  legitimize  it.  lo 
legitimize  a  committee  that  welcomed 
testimony  Irom  Ihe  police  departments  ol 
Toronto,  Monlreal  and  Vancouver, 
welcomed  testimony  Irom  the  churches  of 
Canada,  and  harassed  and  badgered  wit- 
nesses who  lelt  ihat  pornography  was  not 
harmful. 

Neither  Clark  nor  Lewis  wanted  what 
mosl  on  that  justice  committee  appeared 
to  want  They  emphasized  over  and  over 
again  that  "the  contemporary  feminist  per- 
spective on  Ihe  pornography  issue  is  that 
nothing  which  depicts  sexual  relations 
between  equals  in  non-coercive  circum- 
stances should  be  considered  por- 
nographic and  hence  subject  to 
prohibition  "  They  don't  see  sex  as  dirty 

As  Ms  Clark  told  me  recently,  she  was 
concerned  to  provide  a  'better  concept  ual 
framework"  for  legislators,  one  Ihat  would 
draw  Ihem  away  from  seeing  explicitly 

sexual  material  as  obscene  She  advocated    that  it  should  prohibit  only  material  thai 
a  reconcepl ual iza lion  of  obscenity  as  the  majority  would  agree  to  deplore;  it  may 

"material  involving  the  use  or  threat  ol  well  be  thai  Ms  Clark  worked  wonders 

violence  as  a  means  ol  achieving  sexual  during  her  presentation,  and  during  dinner 

gratification  or  (material  .nvoivingjan  afterwards  Ten  years  from  now,  (hose  new 

inappropriate  object  ol  sexual  gratification  ■  laws  will  still  be  on  the  books  But  the  in 

Women,  of  course,  must  be  concerned         dividuals  who  shared  dinner  with  Ms  Clark 


iirely  of  Individuals  who  consider    movement  will  thus  be  seen  lo  support 
whai  Is,  in  (act,  a  piece  ol  reactionary 
legislation.  That  has  possibilities    and 
people  like  committee  member  Simma 
Holt  seem  to  sense  il.  Her  public  statem- 
menls  suggest  she  Is  ollended  by  almost 
everything  outside  "doing  ll  in  Ihe 
dark"  —  bul  she's  learned  to  manipulate  to 
very  good  effect,  feminist  rhetoric  about 
male  supremacy  and  Ihe  abuse  of  women 
I'm  |ust  cynical  enough  to  (eel  that  ihe 
Canadian  government  has  not  made  Ihe 
tenets  of  feminism  central  to  its  social 
policy.  It  Is  instructive  to  remember  that 
though  Clark  and  Lewis  were  well  received 
by  Ihe  committee,  certainly  the  friendliest 
reception  was  reserved  for  the  police 
departments  of  Montreal,  Toronto  and  Van- 
Obscenity  laws  are  laws  without  con- 
tent Like  vagrancy  laws,  they  exist  lobe 
used  for  political  purposes  only,  to  harass 
unpopular  groups  and  censer  divergent 
opinion.  II  new  legislation  appears,  its 
backers  and  formulators  may  well  Intend 


about  pornography.  So  must  gay  men. 
There  Is  nothing  sacred  about  II  —  porno- 
graphy sriouid  be  as  subject  tov 
anything  else  in  this  sexist  world,  and  one 
eouia  reasonably  expect  to  fines  It  I 
lormed  with  sexist  assumptions  as  any 
material  produced  in  large  part  by  straight 
men. 

Lorenne  Clark,  and  other  feminists, 
would  have  us  believe  that  the  answer  to 
the  problem  lies  in  law  -  that  we  must 
simply  ban  material  which  insults  and 
degrades  women  for  the  iitiliationot 
straight  men 


I  have  gone  either  lo  Their  Reward,  or  to 
the  Senate  Their  heirs,  and  the  police 
departments  who  serve  them,  will  still  have 
that  temptingly  convenient  law  10 
manipulate,  and  no  matter  how  precisely  II 
is  worded,  it  will  be  as  vague  as  the  times 
require 

There  should  be  only  one  reason  to  ap- 
e-ear befor  the  government  on  (he  topee  Of 
"' obscenity  —  and  thai  is  to  demand  (he 
abolition  ol  ail  laws  thai  would  restrict  us 
use  or  attribution  To  do  Otherwise  is  to 
ransom  our  f  u :  jxe  f  or  only  the  illusion  or 
preaani  gains    

Botfy  Politic/ S 


How  to  get  your  life  threatened 

in  Mississauga:  try  to  arrange  a  showing  of 

an  award-winning  film.  But  then,  the  town's  just 

"guarding  the  young." 


Human  rights  group 
to  push  gay  cause 

The  Saskatchewan  Association  on 
Human  Rights  has  undertaken  a  program 
of  public  education  on  gay  rights.  The 
association  recently  lormedasubcom- 
milleeon  gay  rights  which  will  prepare  a 
pamphlel  out  lining  areas  ot  discrimin- 
ation, assemble  an  informalionki!  on 
gays  to  be  distributed  throughout  the 
province  to  guidance  counsellors, 
school  and  public  libraries;  and  finally  to 
produce  a  hall-hour  videc-tapeon  gay 
rights  for  broadcast  on  public  tele- 
vialonD 

Anti-abortion  group 
blasts  gay  rights  bill 

A  Quebec  anti-abortion  grouphas  regis- 
tered the  first  public  protest  against  the 
"sexual  orientation"  amendment  added 
tolheOuebec  Human  Rights  Charter 
three  months  ago  Inaleltertothe 
f  rench-language  community  paper  Le 
Guide,  the  Front  Commun  pour  ie 
Respect  de  la  Vie  (FCRV)  denounced 
"with  vigor"  the  adoption  otthesexual 
orientation  amendment.  FCRV  is  the 
Quebec  counterpart  ot  the  Right  to  Life 
groups  and  has  been  acti  vein  opposing 
Iheavallabllity  of  abortion  In  the 
province. 

Referring  to  the  sexual  orientation 
amendmenl,  Robert  Daousl,  the  first 
vice-president  of  the  group,  maintained 
that  "Homosexuality  is  an  anti-natural 
Inclination  of  protection  and  fusion 
toward  the  same  sex,"  and  that  those 
who  engage  in  such  behaviour  are"gen- 
erally  weak,  unstable,  subject  toshlfts  In 
mood...".  The  FCRV  opposes  the  bill  on 
Ihegrounds  that  It  goes  "agalnsl  the  fun- 
damen  lal  prl  nclples  of  the  respect  for 
llfeandthe  right  to  fatherhood  and 
maternity  which  are  fundamental  and 
natural  rights  ol  the  human  being." 
In  addition  to  repeal  of  the  sexual 
orientation  bill,  the  FCRValsoiscalling 
tor  the  repeal  ol  a  bill  passed  recently 
allowing  transexuals  to  obtain  a  change 
ot  designation  ot  sex  and  name  in  civil 
status  registers. 

The  protest  by  the  FCRV,  however,  Is 
perhaps  the  only  public  protest 
registered  to  date  against  inclusion  of 
"sexual  orientation"  in  theQuebec 
Human  Rights  Charter.  Such  protests, 
nonetheless,  are  a  clear  Indication  lhat 


the  anti-gay  and  anti-abortion  lorces  are 
joining  toconlinue  their  campaign 
against  the  rights  of  women,  gay  men 
and  lesbians. 

Stuart  Russell  ol  the  Association  pour 
les  Droits  des  Gai(e)s  du  Quebec  IADGQ), 
feels  the  participation  of  gay 
contingents  in  International  Women's 
Day  demonstrations  and  the  co- 
operation ol  Toronto  womenand  gays 
during  Anita  Bryant's  visit  to  be 
encouraging  signs  ol  an  increasingly 
united  opposition  to  such  groups  as  the 
FCRV 

Readers  are  urged  tosend  letters  of 
protest  to' Front  Commun  pour  le 
Respect  de  la  Vie,  1185St.Mathieu, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  (514)933-8354;  with 
copies  to  ADGQ  at  the  address  listed  on 
the  Community  Page.  □ 

City  survives  showing 

of  gay  film 

The  Naked  Civil  Servant  has  finally 
premiered  In  Mississaugaat  a  March  14 
screening  sponsored  by  Gay  Equality 
Mississauga  (GEM). 

Originally  intended  as  part  ot  the  city 
library  system's  "Films  forThinkers" 
series,  the  film  had  been  dropped  by  the 
Library  Board.  Their  decision  todoso 
had  been  supported  in  a6-3  vote  by  City 
Council.  Both  Council  and  the  Board  had 
expressed  fears  as  to  the  lilm'se! led  on 
minors 

The  film  depicts  the  NleofQuentin 
Crisp.an  openly  gay  Englishman,  and 
has  won  several  awards  in  Europe  and 
Britain. 

GEM  invited  al' city  council  and  library 
board  members  to  attend  thescreening, 
but  only  three  councillors  and  two  board 
members  showed  up.  Invitations  had 
apparently  been  held  up  In  the  mall.  One 
councillor,  Frank  Leavers  of  Port  Credit, 
refused  to  attend,  saying,  "I'm  not 
interested  In  their  philosophy." 

Although  the  councillors  inatten- 
dance  had  previously  backed  the  library 
board's  decision  10  ban  the  film, all  three 
were  guardedly  positlveafter  viewing  It. 
TwooMhem.  however,  felt  It  would  still 
be  necessary  to  im  pose  restrictions  in 
order  to  "guard  the  young." 

The  issue  generated  "three  weeks  of 
bitter  controversy,  debateand  wide- 
spread publicity,"  according  to  the  Mis- 
sissauga News.  The  same  paper editor- 
ialized  to  the  effect  that  "if  the  library 
board  members  retrieved  theirheads 


"The  Chalrmanol  the  Ontarto  Human  Rights  Commission  occupiesan  unusual  position  of  trust  asa 

.■■'■■■■■■■■■■    sr*musln8llherbe,norappearlob«,aclvllservanlsuscepiiblelodlfectionby 
'e  Together,  published  by  the  Ontario 


:lvil  service  hierarchy  or  the  party  holding  office 
Human  Rights  Commission,  June,  1977. 

Above,  long-tune  civil  servant  and  newly  appointed  Chairperson 
Commission.  Dorothea  Crittenden  receives  a  tribute  Irom  govern* 
ield  In  her  honour  in  Toronto,  March  13.  OnCrlllenden's  left  sits  Pi 
Correctional  Services  Minister  Frank  Drea. 

Neither  the  government  nor  the  Commission  has  responded  as  yet  to  the  Mai 
calling  lor  Crlltenden's  resignation. 


he  Ontario  HumanRlghts 
l  colleagues  during  a  dinner 
er  William  Davis:  standing  it 


from  the  sand  and  educated  themselves 
on  the  topic,  they  would  not  persist  in 
rheir  refusal  toallowotherstobeso 
educated  " 

In  a  related  development,  the  library  tn 
the  neighbouring  town  ol  Oakviiie  has 
scheduled  a  showing  of  thelllmat  the 
Oakviiie  Central  Library  April  26.  Chiel 
librarian  Richard  Moses  explained,  "I'm 
very  disappointed  that  only  the  gay 
community  Is  protesting  the  barring  of 
this  film  is  Mississagua.  I  think  thal'sa 
disgrace.  It's  a  matter  of  censorship  that 
everyone  should  be  concerned  with." 

Following  GEM'S  screening  of  the 
film,  John  Bodis,  secretary  ol  thegroup, 
received  two  telephone  calls  threatening 
his  life. 

by  Elgin  Blair  i 

Halifax  gays  protest 
media  coverage 

The  Gay  Alliance  for  Equallty(GAE)  of 
Halifax  has  protested  the  publication  of 
names  and  addresses  tn  a  case  invol- 
ving the  arrests  of  eight  men  on  charges 
of  "gross  indecency".  The  charges  carry 
a  maximum  penalty  of  five  years.  The  ar- 
rests took  place  in  four  separate  In- 
cidents between  February  15-18  in  a 
washroom  at  a  Halifax  shopping  centre. 
(See  T8P.  March/78). 

The  cases  came  belorea  Halifax  court 
court  on  February  28,  at  which  time  they 
were  reported  by  the  media.  Most  of  the 
publicity  centered  around  the  arrest  of  a 
deputy  minister  (or  Prince  Edward  Is- 
land who  was  reported  to  be  in  hospital 
suffering  from  sell-inflicted  gunshot 
wounds.  The  story,  Including  names  and 
addresses  ot  the  accused,  was  carried 
on  the  Canadian  Press  wire  service  and 
was  featured  on  theCTV  and  CBC-TV 
national  news  The  Halifax  Chronicle- 
Herald  of  March  1  printed  the  story  with 
complete  names  and  street  addresses. 
Radio  stations  in  the  city  also  broadcast 
names  and  addresses  of  the  accused. 

Robin  Metcalfe,  chairperson  for 
G.  a.e..  stated,  "Whatever  one  feels 
about  washroom  sex,  several  issues  are 
clear.  First,  people  who  have  not  even 
been  convicted  should  not  have  their 
names  splashed  all  over  town  when  that 
is  certain  to  result  In  serious  disruption 
of  their  lives.  Secondly, ...  sex  in  a  wash- 
room stall  hardly  merits  a  five-year 
prison  term  and  public  degradation. 
Even  less  does  it  merit  the  attention  of 
the  police  while  serious  crimes  like  rape 
continue  unabated.  Thirdly,  and  most 
significantly,  if  gay  people  were  not  sub- 
ject to  continual  harrassment  and  dis- 
crimination, few  would  find  It  neces- 
sary to  seek  out  sex  in  lavatories." 

Metcalfe  concluded  that  "the  Woolco 
arrests  are  graphic  illustration  ot  the 
constant  fear  of  exposure  in  which 
many  gays  live.  To  all  gays,  it  is  a  sign 
that  the  closet  is  not  only  a  miserable 
placetolive.it  is  also  not  sale.  Our  only 
protection  lies  in  an  organized 
movement  to  fight  for  our  rights."  D 

Montreal  Big  Brothers 
refuse  gay  applicant 

The  Big  Brolhersof  Montreal  have 
refused  the  services  of  a  gay  person 
who  offered  himself  as  a  volunteer  for 
the  social  service  agency. 

Alter  seeing  an  ad  in  the  Montreal 
Star  seeking  volunteers  tor  Big 
Brothers,  Ernest  Duponl,  a  39  year  old 
translator  from  Longueil,  went  to  the 
Montreal  offices  of  the  organization. 

During  the  interview  lhat  took  place, 
one  ol  the  representatives  ol  Big 
Brothers  began  to  ask  him  questions  on 
his  marital  status  and  his  personal  life. 
Mr  Dupont  openly  informed  the  inter- 
viewer that  he  was  gay  His  application 
was  refused  on  the  spot. 

It  has  been  known  for  some  time  that 
the  Big  Brothers  have  an  anti-gay  policy, 
but  this  is  the  first  time  since  the 
adoption  of  gay  righls  amendments  to 
the  Quebec  Human  Rights  Charter  that 
a  gay  had  been  refused. 

Mr  Dupont  protested  his  denial  tothe 


Montreal  Star  where  he  had  Initially 
I  seen  the  ad  The  newspaper 
!  subsequently  published  a  relatively 
i  positive  article  on  this  case  on  February 
25. 

I  David  Green,  executive  Director  of 
j  Big  Brothers,  reportedly  staled  to  the 
Star  lhat  homosexual  applicants  are 
automatically  screened  out,  because 
"we  prefer  to  exclude  a  person  and  put 
i  his  nose  oul  of  joint  rather  than  run  the 
■  risk  ol  something  untoward  occurring." 


Ernest  Dupont  on  the  other  hand,  is 
disappointed  that  the  services  ol  gays 
as  volunteers  are  refused  in  this  way 
when  we  have  so  much  to  offer." 

Initially,  Mr  Dupont  did  not  Intend  to 
lodge  a  complaint  with  theQuebec 
Human  Rights  Commission  since  he 
was  unsure  whether  volunteers  were 
protected.  Though  this  Is  not  clearas 
yet,  he  has  agreed  to  challenge  the 
refusal  on  the  urglngs  of  the  Association 
pour  les  Drolls  des  Gai(e)s  du  Quebec. 
byRonDayman 


Oowing 


In  Toronto,  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Trade 

Union  Group  has  been  formed. The 
group  Is  open  to  all  lesbians  ana  gays 
who  are  members  of  trade  unions  or  to 
those  non-unionized  workers  who  would 
like  to  organize  a  union. 

According  to  Hugh  English,  a 
member  of  the  new  group,  an  Immediate 
task  is  to  encourage  the  formation  of 
gay  caucuses  In  unions  in  order  to  pro- 
vide support  lor  lesbians  and  gays  In  the 
workplace.  English  indicated  that  "the 
group  will  raise  issues  of  lesbian/gay 
liberation  in  the  trade  union  movement 
and  support  the  special  concerns  of 
women  in  unions." 

Meetings  of  The  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Trade  Union  Group  are  announced  on 
923-GAYSandlhe  organization  can 
be  contacted  at  the  address  given  on 
the  community  page. 

A  gay  organization  is  being  formed  In 
Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan,  The  group 
will  be  operating  an  informational 
phone  line  Irom  6  to  8  pm  weekdays  at 
764-0526  and  can  be  contacted  c/o  Box 
7508  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan. 

Efforts  are  also  being  made  to 
contact  Jewish  lesbians  and  gay  men  In 
Saskatchewan.  Persons  interested  in  a 
gay  Jewish  group  should  write  Box  7508 
Saskatoon. 

The  Turret  Gay  Community  Centre  ot 
Halifax  has  been  granted  a  club  license 
by  the  Liquor  License  Board  of  Nova 
Scotia.  The  non-proli!  Centre,  which  is 
operated  by  the  Gay  Alliance  for 
Equality,  may  now  sell  liquor  to 
members  and  guests  any  night uf  the 
week  except  Sunday.  The  Centre  has 
recently  expanded  its  operations  to  six 
nights  of  the  week,  including  folk  night 
with  live  entertainment,  a  drop-in/meet- 
ing night,  two  disco  nights  and  two 
evenings  of  quiet  music. 

Gay  Equality  Mississauga  has 
announced  the  opening  of  a  coun- 
selling/information phone  line  to 
serve  Ihe  Mississauga.  8ramptonand 
Oakvilleareas 

It'scatledGayllneWest.andthe 
numbeMs276-5271.Forthepresenl.the     I 
number  will  operate  evenings  only. 
Monday  to  Friday.  □ 

April  1978 


Pssst!  Don't  you  know  the  Liberals' 

shameful  secret?  Not  to  wony  —  nobody 

else  does  either.  The  politics 

of  the  backroom  deal. 


Quiet  victory? 
What  victory? 

An  analysis  by  Oivid  Ganratse 

Last  month  TBP  reported  on  a 
rusoMion  passed  at  trie  recent  rational 
poUO  convention  ot  the  federal  Liberal 
Party  II  caned  for  the  inclusion  ot  a 
guarantee  of  h  u  man  right  5  tor  al  I  Cana- 
dians in  1  he  constitution  Among  the 
prohibited  categories  ol  discrimination 
spelled  out  in  the  resolution  was 
,  "sexual  preference'' 

The  governing  parly  in  this  country 
had  come  out  in  favour  of  civil  rights  for 
homosexuals  A  tremendous  victory  for 
the  gay  movement,  right? 
Wrong 

Rather,  this  "victory"  is  a  classic 

illustration  of  why  lobbying  quietly 

i  behind  the  scenes  Just  doesn't  work 

Those  who  were  working  for  that 

!  resolution  wilhin  the  Liberal  Parly 

deliberately  chose  to  proceed  qulelfy, 

almost  secretly,  lor  lea/ o  I  alerting  the 

,  "opposition" andglvingthemachance 

I  to  organize.  They  also  felt  that  if  the  res 

J  olutlon  were  worded  in  a  very  general 

1  way.  there  would  be  a  better  chance  ol 

sneaking  It  through. 

So.  homosexuality  wasn't  mentioned 
in  the  resolution  Nor,  as  TAP  reported, 
was  It  discussed  In  either  the  workshop, 
where  the  resolution  was  debated,  or 
the  plenary  where  It  was  adopted, 
I      In  fact,  there  is  every  reason  to 
'  believe  very  lew  delegates  wore  awaie 
J  that  passageof  that  resolution  was  an 
1  endorsement  of  gay  rights 
[      Theatralght  media  were  Just  as  much 

In  the  dark  No  one  alerted  them  while 
I  the  convention  was  going  on  because 
J  of  tear  the  opposition  might  be  tipped 
1  off  After  lh»  convention,  the  National 
j  GayRtghtsCoalitloniasuedapress 
(  release,  but  II  was  too  late  No  one  prin- 
ted the  story  It  the  whole  thing  had 
1  been  in  the  open,  with  a  debate  on  the 
1  lloorol  the  convention,  the  media  could 
nol  possibly  have  Ignored  It  We'dhave 
been  right  up  there  with  abortion  and 
I  marlluana. 

So  the  Liberal  Parly  endorsed  gay 
,  rights,  but  nobody  noticed  Not  even  the 
1  Liberals  That's  like  calling  ademon 
si  ration  and  having  no  one  show  up. 

Compare  this  to  the  struggle  by  gay 
people  in  the  New  Democratic  Party  to 
get  It  to  support  gay  rights  That  was 
j  donevery  much  In  the  open  An  NDP 
'  Gay  Caucus  was  formed  within  the  par- 
ty, andlobbylng  wasdonepublicly  Asa 
j  result,  the  NDP  endorsement  received 
widespread  media  coverage  As  well,  a 
lot  ol  people  at  the  NDP  ndmg  meetings 
and  conventions,  and  within  the  party 
generally,  had  their  consciousness 
raised  by  the  open  discussion  on 
homosexuality 

What  have  we  gained  as  a  result  of 
the  Liberal  Party  resolution?  No  debate 
no  discussion,  no  publicity.  No  con- 
sciousness raising 

No  awareness  on  anyone's 

-except  a  lew  people  in  the  gay 
•nenl  —  that  the  federal  Liberal 
Party  said  someihtng  positive  about 
homosexuals 

Since  Liberal  Party  resolutions  are 
not  binding  on  the  government  anyway, 
we  can  be  sure  the  government  will 
ignore  this  one  In  tact,  confront  a 
Liberal  candidate  in  the  upcoming 
federal  election  with  the  resolution  his 
party  |ust  passed ,  and  chances  are  he 
or  she  will  deny  any  knowledge  ot  it  II 
pushed  he  or  she  will  probably  add  that. 
il  the  resolution  wu  really  passed.  It 
was  probably  camouflaged  and  sneaked 
through  so  no  one  would  notice  the 
reference  to  homosexuality. 


_  A  lundamentai  premise  of  the  gay 
tCxerat'on  movement  in  Canada  is  that 
PuWlc  action  is  the  only  way  to  el  fee 
►very  light  sexual  prejudice  and  00- 
Pmaeton  Theexpenencewithlhe 
Liberal  Party  reeolutioncon(HTr«the 

f«fMI)  ttvmtpmnm 

AprHHTl 


GATE  Vancouver  slams  CBC 
at  lice nc e  hearing 

TheGay  Alliance  Toward 6quaJ'tyiG ATE 
has  called  lor  the  Canadian  Radio  and 
Television  Comm  1  sston  (CRTC)  to  deny 
the  1  icense  renewal  ot  CBC  rad  o  out  lei  s 
until  the  CBC  publicly  repudiates  its  dis- 
criminatory policy  ot  re*  using  public  sec 
vice  announcements  submitted  by 
homosexual  organizations 

In  ahardhlttmg  Oriel  presented  by 
Robert  Cook  betoretheCRTCllcense 
renewal  hearings  in  Vancouver  February 
23,  GATE  called  the  CBC  policy  a 
mockery  of  human  nghts,*  and  stated 
that  it   has  the  necessary  result  that  only 
those  who  hold  universal  ly  popular  ideas 
will  be  atlorded  nghts  ol  public  access ." 

The  Intervention  was  the  lltthsuch 
presentation  against  CBC  policy  in  the 
past  year  and  a  hall  Previous  presenta- 
tions were  made  in  Halifax.  Ottawa, 
Winnipeg. Windsor andToronto  The 
CRTC  has  yet  to  respond 

The  briel  argued  that  "PSA's  area 
service  customarily  available  to  the 
public  The  lact  that  the  CBC  discrimin- 
ates agamsl  various  organizations  in 
granling  PSA  5  does  not  lustily  Its 
assertion  that  PSA's  a/e  not  a  publicly 

'  availableservice  It  lust  means  that  the 

1  CBC  has  a  history  of  discrimination" 
TheCBC  re|ect  3  any  gay  PSA  as  an 
'  announcement  whlchpromotesor 
comments  upon  a  controversial  political, 
religious,  social  or  economic  opinion ..." 
The  proposed  announcement  mentioned 
GATE  s  annual  public  conference,  and  a 
1 0 1  e  p  hon  e  c  o  u  n  se  1 1 1  ng  1 1  ne 

AC  Fraser,  CBC  spokesperson, 
denied  that  the  CBC  arbitrarily 
discriminated  against  homosexuals. and 

;  cltedtheCBC'sequalopportunltypollcy 
statement  to  prove  his  position  Said 
Fraser,  "If  GATE  want s  equality  it  has  it 

.  here  llistreatedasanyolhergroupand 

'  our  only  criteria  are  that  we  will  not  pro- 
vide  a  platform  tor  controversial  subjects 

1  or  thosewe  think  thepublicwilitind 

j  objectionable." 

In  a  related  development,  the 40th 
national  Canadian  University  Press  con- 
ference voted  in  January  to  continue  for  a 
second  year  a  boycott  of  all  CBC 
advertising  until  the  CBC  reverses  its 
decision  to  refuse  gay  PSA's 

by  Robin  Hardy 

Youth  plan  national  confab 

The  first  bi-nat  lonal  gay  youth  con- 
ference will  be  held  in  Toronto.  May  20  to 
22. 

Gay  Youth  Mont  real,  young  Lesbians 
Toronto  and  Gay  YouthToronto.hosisof 
the  conference,  are  encouragmg 
members  ol  gay  youth  groups,  gay  univ 
ersity  groups  and  young  gay  persons 
from  across  Cana  da  and  Quebec  to 
attend.  The  only  restriction  on  delegates 
isthattheybeunder25 

The  conference  will  include  work- 
shops on  issues  such  as  age-ot -consent 
laws,  creating  gay  youth  groups,  and 
dealing  with  oppression  within  the 
educational  system  Lesbianyouthare 
especially  encouraged  toattend. 

Further  Intormat  ion  about  the 
conference  events  or  billeting  can  be 
obtained  from  any  of  the  three  co-ordina- 
tors  Evelyn  Finkler,  Young  Lesbians 
Toronto;  David  Migicovsky,  Gay  Youth 
Montreal  or  Ralph  Lesser,  Gay  Youth 
Tcronto  See  Community  Pagetor 
addresses 

Prairie  gay  conference 
resurrected 

A  praine  gay  conlerence  will  be  held  in 
Reglna,  May  20to  22  The  conference  is 
being  sponsored  by  the  newly-formed 
Saskatchewan  Gay  Coalition  Is  has  now 
been  three  years  since  the  lasi  praine 
conference  held  in  Edmonton  during 
May,  1975,  and  the  Coalition  is  urging  ail 
pnune  gay  organ  nations  and  individuals 
toattend  the  Reglna  meeting 
Suggestions  as  to  format  and  discussion 
top.es  can  be  sent  to  the  Coalition,  and 
txiiet.ng  for  persons  from  outSKle  Regina 
can  be  arranged  by  wntlryg  Terry  Nelson 
c/oBo»3414  l^.na.Saska!chewan     ' 


"A 

crummy 

dirty 

publication 
without  a 
redeeming 
feature" 


That's  what  you  have  in  your  hands,  II  you  believe  the  ToronloSun 

T  hats  whatlhey  called  The  Body  Politic  in  an  editorial  on  January  5, 1978 

But  Since  you're  here,  maybe  you  don't  agree  Not  everyone  does 

Books  in  Canada  doesn't  It's  not  exactly  high  praise,  but  they  called  the 
paper  "an established,  responsible  journal  for  homosexuals "  Bui  then.  Books 
inCanada  isa  straight  magazine 

Gay  people  sing  a  little  louder "  The  Body  Politic  is  very  highly  regarded  In 
this  country,  and  we  feel  that  It  Isoneot  the  best  gay  papers  published 
anywhere"  That  from  Gay  Left  in  England. 

"BodyPolilic  is  my  most  exciting  discovery  in  reviewing  gay  publications..." 
Jackie  St  Joan.  Esq  in  Our  Rightto  Love,  the  US  National  Gay  Task  toroe's  new 
lesbian  resource  book 

TSPis  "one  ol  the  most  highly  regarded  gay/feminist  publications  in  the 
world, ' The  Bloomington  Gay  Rights  Coalition, 

Along  with  TheAoVocafeand  England's  Gay  News,' The  Body  Politic  is  one 
0*  the'big  three'  ot  gay  news  publishing.  Body  Politic,  with  writing  unequaled 
inanyol  the  news  periodicals.  Is  more  than  worth  an  occasional  read  by  US 
residents,  and  a  must  lor  Canadians ."  Gay  Source,  a  catalog  for  gay  men 

But  don't  take  anyone  else's  word  lor  it.  Look  for  yourself.  II  you  like  whal 
you  see,  maybe  you'dliketoseeitmore  often,  Uke  ten  tlmesayear. 
MyourrJooi 

That'snght,  you  can  have  this'*crummy,  dirty  publication"  delivered  to 
you  —  inaplajn,cleanbrownwrapper(ilit'scrummywhenltamves,talktothe 
post  office). 

Just  Ml  in  the  form  below  and  send  it  off  to  us  with  cheque,  money  order  or 
charge  card  into  and  we'll  see  you  gel  your  dirt  monthly 


1      ONEOF 

'thebigthreei 

i  OF  GAY  NEWS  l 
BuXuWSHMfSf 


LUNCH:  BRUNCH: 

Daily  Soups  Elegant  EgSS 

Hot  Entries  Fresh  Baked  Bread 

Salads  Desserts  &  Pastries 


DINNER: 

Full  Course  Meals 
Varying  Specialties 
Couscous  7  Vegetables 
Melanzane  Ripiene 
Pastitsio  Moussaka 
Extraordinary  Desserts 


LUNCH: 

TUEJFRI.  12-2:30 
SAT  12-4 

DINNER: 
TUES-SAT     6-10 
BRUNCH: 
SUNDAY    12-4PM 
ESPRESSO  BAR 
JAZZ  WEEKENDS 


M5  QUEEN  WEST  AT  BEVERLEY,  TORONTO, 


"In  reality,  the  Kennedy  'sin  strip'  in 
Winnipeg  consists  of  two  or  three  well-lit 
massage  parlours  sandwiched  between  an 
equal  number  of  religious  bookstores." 


Who  Was 

Lord  Alfred's  Lover? 

Eric  Bentley  tells  all  in  his  latest  and  boldest 

play  to  date 
Lord  Alfred's  Lover 

based  on  actual  testimony  from  the  homosexuality 

trial  of 
Oscar  Wilde, 

Ask  for  it  at  your  favourite  bookstore  or  order 

it  directly  from  us.  It's  only  $3  and  it's  in 

the  Spring  issue  of 
Canadian  Theatre  Review 


Nut  Hermits: 

Wholesome  whole  wheat  flour, 

fresh  butter,  natural 

Demerara  sugar,  juicy  sultanas, 

walnuts,  and  a  unique  blend 

of  snappy  spices  go  together 

to  make  one  of  the  biggest, 

most  tempting  cookies 

you've  ever  seen, 

A  lonely  name,  but  they  love 

company.  Pick  up  a  bunch 

any  day  at 


the 


UPPER 
CRUST 

natural  bakery. 


1099  Yonge  Street,  Toronto.  Just  south  of  Ihe  Summerhill  Liquor  Store. 


Arrogant  after  big  win, 
Tories  run  amok  in  MB 

,  According  loStatisticsCanada, there 
has  been  a  net  loss  of  1 ,000  people  per 

I  month  from  Manitoba  since  last  October. 

i  That  was  the  month  that  I  he  eight-year- 
old  NOP  government  met  defeat  at  Ihe 
hands  of  the  Conservative  parly,  Thesix 

!  months  of  Conservativereignunder 
Premier  Sterling  Lyon  has  seen  the 

I  dismantling  or  reduction  of  funding  for 

!  manysoctalprogramsestablishedbythe 

,  NOP,  and  has  earned  I  he  Conservatives 
Iheappelalion  of  "the  most  tight-wing 

,  government  in  Canada." 

In  recent  months,  the  Tories  have  laid 
off  hundreds  of  provincial  civil  servants, 
delayed  and  gutted  NDP  proposed 

.  Family  Law  legislation,  reduced  funds 
and  increased  fees  for  day  care  facilities, 
recommended  the  abolition  of  free  legal 
aid,  and  begun  public  discussion  with 
private  insurance  companies  todis- 
mantle  the  government-run  automobile 
insurance  program. 

In  a  move  that  will  drastically  reduce 
the  effectiveness  of  rent  controls 
in  the  province,  theTories  have  cut  staff 
in  the  Manitoba  Rent  Review  Board,  the 
agency  responsible  for  the  administra- 
tion of  rent  controls.  Among  those  fired 
was  Walter  Davis,  president  of  the  Rent 
Review  Board  Union  and  a  well  known 
gay  activist. 

Resistance  is  growing  to  thecut- 
backs,  layoffs  and  leglslativechanges. 
On  March  16,  the  Manitoba  legislature 
opened  to  a  demonstration  of  900 
organized  by  the  Manitoba  Federation  of 
Labor  to  protest  government  layoff  sand 
high  unemployment.  A  second  large 
demonstration  was  held  that  evening  by 
the  Manitoba  Child  Care  Association 
because  of  Conservative  plans  to  raise 
fees  and  restrict  funding  for  day  care. 

Gay  people  in  the  province  have  yet  to 
come  under  direct  attack,  butthat  seems 
a  result  of  the  NOP's  lack  of  progress  on 
gay  rights  during  Its  terms  of  of  f  ice. 
Despite  live  years  of  public  pressure  on 
the  NDPand  the  Manitoba  Human  Rights 
Commission  by  Manitoba  gay 
organizations,  there  have  been  no  con- 
crete gams  that  the  Tories  could  now  dis- 
mantle. It  is  more  Ihe  restrict  ionson 
gains  by  women  and  anil-pornography 
steps  by  the  Winnipeg  city  government 
(alsoTory)  that  will  likely  affect  gay 
people  in  the  short  term. 

Referring  to  Manitoba  women  as 
"good  breeders,"  Sterling  Lyon  has  been 
particularly  prompt  In  his  move  toget 
women  back  into  the  home.  One  of  the 
first  official  acts  by  Lyon's  government 
was  todeler  fhe  implementationot  Ihe 
new  Family  Law  legislation.  The  main 
provision  of  the  legislation  would  have 
been  todivide  property  equally  between 
husband  and  wile  upondivorce.  Recently 
announced  Tory  amendments  to  the  bill 
would  efleclively  gut  this  provision  by 
making  it  optional.  Inaddit ion,  continual 
layolls  in  the  provincial  civil  service  have 
heaviiyalleciedwomen.lt  is  nosurprise 
thai  almost  200  demonstrated  on  the 
stepsot  Ihe  Manitoba  legislatureon  Inter 
nalional  Women's  Day.  March  8.  At  the 


An  editorial  cartoon, 

i  appeared  In  lha 
Winnipeg  Free  Press 
alter  the  Manitoba 
Federation  of  Labour 

provincial  legislature. 
Included  a  Gays  For 
Equality  placard  among 
ihe  signs  of  protest.  An 
organized  gay  presence 
m  the  protest  was  widely 
iportod  In  the  media, 

igCTVNatlonal 
i  fact,  there  were 
no  gay  placards,  leaflets 
nor  speakers  at Ihe 

seems  that  gay  people 
are  automatically  con- 
sidered part  of  any 
social  protest. 


rally  lesbian  issues  were  well  represen- 
ted due  to  the  participation  of  Wages  Due 
Lesbians  and  a  widely  based  coalition  of 
groups,  Including  the  gay  liberation  |our- 
I  nalAfferSfonewa/i.  George  Edin spoke 
I  for  ihe  journal's  collective  and  cautioned 

against  despair,  saying  that  "the  New- 
■  Rightlnthegovernmentwasthesame 
lirerlold  right  thai  haddeniedwomen 
1  and  gay  people  their  rightsall  along." 
I       There  are  indications,  however,  that  re- 
strictions on  gay  people  will  Intensify 
unless  t  he  Manitoba  gay  community 
!  organizes  to  defend  itself.  Police  harass- 
I  mentof  sexual  "undesirables"  seems  on 
the  Increase,  Rumors  of  agrowingnum- 
'  berof  ID  checks  and  police  visits  to  the 
Winnipeg  gay  social  club  and  an  after 
hoursdisco  indicate  a  growing  casual  al- 
titude towards  legal  rights. 

The  Winnipeg  City  government  has 
launched  a  campaign  against  adult  films, 
massage  parlours,  pinball  machines,  and 
adull  bookstores  Talk  ol  Ihe  Winnipeg 
Kennedy  Street  "Sin  strip"  Is 
reminiscent  ol  the  fuss  preceding  the 
Yonge  Street  cleanup  by  Toronto  police 
last  summer.  In  reality,  the  Kennedy  sin 
strip  in  Winnipeg  consists  of  only  two  or 
three  well-lit  massage  parlours 
sandwiched  between  an  equal  number 
of  religious  bookstores.  Theclty's 
cleanup  of  this  small  numberol  sexually 
explicit  commercial  establishments  is 
alarming,  nonetheless,  because  it  lays 
the  basis  for  a  much  broader  attack  on 
gay  people. 

The  new  Lyon  government  is  seen  by 
Joe  Clark  as  a  prototype  lor  a  Tory 
government  in  Ottawa  In  these  days  of 
declining  living  standards,  economic 
restraint  by  conservative  governments  Is 
carried  out  with  increasing  restrictions 
on  the  rights  of  women  and  other 
minorities.  How  effectively  Tories  in 
Manitoba  carry  ou  I  their  project  may  well 
shape  the  federal  Conservative  Party 
campaign  and  influence  the  future 
federal  government. 

by  Bill  Fields  and  Bill  Lewis 


Immigration  law  in  force, 
flood  of  fruits  expected 

Canada's  new  immigralion  act,  which 
removes  longstanding  prohibitions 
against  homosexualsentenngthe 
country  eilheras  visitors  or  as  Immi- 
grants, has  been  proclaimed  in  force 
efleclive  April  1 

Under  the  old  act,  homosexuals  were 
subject  to  deportation  if  thelrsexuality 
became  known  to  immigration  officials, 
even  if  they  had  obiained  landed  immi- 
grant status  and  had  lived  in  Canada  for 
years. 

While  the  dropping  of  the  ban  against 
gay  people  representsavictory  for  the 
Canadian  gay  movement,  the  act  has 
been  severely  crilicized  by  concerned 
groups  for  its  allegedly  racist  and 
discriminatory  nature,  and  the  lack  of 
procedural  safeguardsfor people 
affected  by  the  law 

by  Paul  Troll  ope 

April  1978 


THE 
WORLD 


"What  do  you  like  to  do?"  the  young  man 

asked.  "What  do  you  mean?"  asked  John.  "I 

mean  sex,"  he  said.  "Oh,  I  guess  I  like  to 

screw."  The  young  man  showed  him  a  badge. 

In  Boston,  the  heat's  on. 


Cops  nab  100  in  public  library 


Boat  on  has  been  the  scene  o*  yet  more 
attacks  on  the  gay  community.  In  the 
wafca  ol  ihe  recent  'boy-sex -ring  scan- 
daJ.'ovar  100  men  have  been  arrested  in 
the  washroom  ot  the  Boston  Public  U 
brery  Several  ot  the  men  were  held  even 
when  lh*y  told  the  plainclothes  police 
officer  who  propositioned  them  that 
they  weren't  Interested.  Moat  of  those  ar- 
rested  did  not  engage  in  actual  sexual 
acts  Theymerelyspoketotheyoung 
■ 
The  police  are  giving  people  felony  re- 
cords for  not  doing  anything.  M's  not  are- 
sponsetocomplaintsatall  It's 
homophobia  pure  and  simple,''  said  John 
Ward.alawyerdelending  several  ol  the 

A  community  meeting  was  called 
March  29  to  discuss  possible  responses 
to  the  arrests 

Meanwhile  some  of  Ihe  motives 
behind  Ihe  city's' boy  sex -ring"  scandal 
thai  made  sensational  headlines  last 
December  are  bee  oml  ng  clearer.  OA 

:  ,"ne's  Special  Investigations 
Unit,  originally  established  lo  investigate 
organized  crime  and  political  corruption, 
had  been  scheduled  lor  lerminat ion  early 
Inthenewyear  TheUnlt'sbreakingof 
the  sensationalized  "sex-ring,"  however. 
meybeusedas|uslltlcation  for  further 
funding. 

As  well,  Boston's  traditional  Irish  poli- 
tical establishment  has  been  in- 
creasingly challenged  in  recent  years  by 
Ihe  organized  Italian  American  com 
muniiy  in  ihe  suburb  of  Revere.  Several 
of  those  charged  In  the  case  are  Hallo- 
Americans  from  the  suburb  and  there  Isa 
looting  that  Ihe  publicity  surrounding  Ihe 
case  has  been  used  lo  smear  Ihe  whole 
Italian  community  and  strengthen  Ihe 
handollhe establishment  i 

Navy  endorses 
non-repeating  members 

The  US  Navy  has  modllled  Its  regula- 
llona  which  previously  described  nomo- 
i  sexuais  as  persons  "who  cannot  be 
tolerated  In  a  military  organization  " 
Under  the  new  regulations  a  member  of 
ihe  Navy  who  has  committed  a  homo- 
sexual act  "and  who  does  not  proless  or 
demonstrate  proclivity  to  repeat  such 
an  act"  may  be  considered  lor  reten- 
tion Retentlonlniheservtcemaybe 
permitted  "only  if  the  aforesaid  Is  not 
likely  to  present  any  adverse  Impact 
either  upon  the  member's  (sic)  con- 
tinued performance  or  military  duties  or 
upon  the  readiness,  efficiency,  or 
morals  of  the  unll  to  which  the  member 
is  assigned" 

Former  Navy  Ensign  Vernon  Berg, 
who  is  suelng  the  Navy  for  discharging 
him,  felt  the  new  regulation  was  a 
"significant  change"  even  though  there 
is  still  room  for  abuse  "Nothing  says 
that  gays  can  serve  in  the  navy  and 
there  is  enough  latitude  |in  the 
regulation)  that  a  commanding  oil  leer 
can  do  what  he  wants  to  do  "  Q 

Gay  bums  in  blue  jeans 

The  National  Gay  Task  Force  has  an- 
nounced lhat  April  14  will  be  National 
Gay  Blue  Jeans  Day  US  campus  gay 
groups  will  announce  lhat  gay  men  and 
lesbians  will  wear  blue  leansall  day  to 
demonstrate  gay  pride  and  sell 
affirmation  Any  straight  accidentally 
wearing  leans  April  14  may  have  Ihe  op- 
portunity to  sample  homophobia  ma 
very  r>on- theoretical  way 

Referendums  threaten 
US  cities 

I  The  St  Pauls  Citizens  lor  Human  Rights 
has  been  organized  inSt  Paul.  Minnesota 
to  protect  the  city's  1974  gay  rights 
ordinance  "Aien  lor  Morality  "  an 
ant^gay  organization,  has  succeeded  m 
collecting  enough  signatures  lo  force  a 
referendum  on  Ihe  tour  year  old  taw 

The  Human  Rights  coalition's  gnu 
roots  campaign  hat  racerved  support 


Ntar,  Whuehouse 


Gay  News  loses  appeal 


The  Court  Of  Crimi  nal  Appeal  has  turned 
down  the  appeal  ol  Gay  News  and  editor 
Denis  Lemon  against  aconvict ion  lor 
blasphemous  libel 

After  reserving  judgement  for  nearly  a 
month,  Lord  Justice  Roskttl  reiecled all 
the  appeal  arguments  and  upheld  more 
than  S3000  fines  imposed  on  the  paper 
and  lis  editor  A  nine  months  suspended 
prison  sentence  against  Mr  Lemon  was 
quashed  however 

Asked  whether  Mary  Whitehouse  had 
finally  succeeded  inclosing  down  Gay 
Mews,  Lemon  replied  "No  Letters  ol 
supporl  have  been  Hooding  in  —  wllh 


cash  and  cheques  lo  help  us  The  paper 
wl  1 1  continue  to  publish  as  usual.  "White- 
house,  British  anti-gay  crusader,  died  the 
blasphemy  charge  In  July  1977  after  the 
paper  published  a  poem  containing 
sexual  references  to  the  body  of  Christ. 
Gay  News  is  presently  polling  Its  readers 
to  see  whether  or  not  the  case  should  be 
appealedlotheHouseolLords  Thecase 
must  be  certified  as  ot  public  interest 
before  leave  to  appeal  to  the  Lordscan  be 
obtained  GayJvewscounsel.JohnMort- 
imer  and  Geoffrey  Robertson,  are 
confident  that  leave  to  appeal  will  be 
granted 


from  numerous  church  group*,  the 
,  mayor  ol  St  Paul,  Ihe  League  of 
Women  Voters  and  the  National 
Lawyers  Guild  Coalition  worker  Steve 
Endean  explained,  "It's  crucial  to  gel 
one  victory  so  we  can  prove  thai  Dade 
Counlyisn'l  the  prototype  We  are 
working  with  Ihe  people  in  Eugene  and 
Wichita  who  face  similar  Initiative  cam- 
paigns," The  Wichita  referendum  has 
already  been  scheduled  for  May  9, 
1978 

Ina  similar  case,  Seattle  policeman 
David  Estes  has  beguna  petition  drive 
to  remove  lhal  clly's  Fair  Employment 
Act  which  includes  a  sexual  orientation 
clause  ._ 

Bryan  I  round-up 

Bryant  has  announced  plans  to  form  a 
"legal  task  lorce"  to  combat  Ihe  Amer- 
ican Civil  Liberties  Union  which  she 
claims  supports  the  moral  decay  ol  the 
country  by  fighting  forgaysandother 
"immoral  groups."  In  Texas,  the  mayorof 
San  Antonio,  who  made  Bryant  honorary 
mayor  in  February,  has  agreed  to  meet 
with  local  members  of  the  gay  com- 
munity Ina  recent  appearance  at  the 
Washington  Hilton,  Bryam  was  met  by 
the  largest  gay  demonstration  in  the 
city  shistory  Over 3000 people 
participated.:: 

Judge  cites  'lesbian  issue' 
in  custody  case 

A  |udge  in  Pontiac  Michigan  has  denied 
a  lesbian  mother  custody  ol  her  eleven 
year  old  daughter  on  the  basis  ol  the 
woman's  "semai  ambivalence " 

Judge  Ziem  was  reprimanded  by  the 
Michigan  court  of  Appeals  for  a 
"deficient  trial"  and  forced  to  rehear  the 
case  in  February.  However  even  alter 
admitting  that  "there  was  no  question" 
that  Jilhan  Miller  wanted  to  remain  with 
her  mother,  Margareth.  the  Judge  ruled 
lhat  'an  eleven  year  old  child  Is  not  in  a 
position  to  know  what  is  in  her  own  besi 
welfare  in  this  regard ."  He  added  that 
Ihe  father  "is  in  a  better  position  to  give 
guNlance  —  and  I  say  this  particularly 
because  ot  the  lesbian  issue.' 

Mrs  Miller,  asked  if  she  would  have 
done  things  differently  by  not  coming 
out  responded,  i  am  a  lesban  This  is 
how  I  have  to  live  my  tile  t  will  not  live  a 


,    lie  "  The  decision  will  be  appealed.  Con' 
tnbuHon  to  the  defence  fund  should  be 

sent  lo  Ihe  Margareth  and  Jillianlundc/o 
Attorney  Shirley  Burgoyne,  1 1 1  North 
Main.  Ann  Arbor  Ml  48107,  USA 

Night-lite  ol  Nightingale 

In  a  new  book.  The  Private  Ute  of 
Florence  Nightingale,  Dr  Richard  Gor- 
don claims  that  Ihe  famous  "Lady  of  Ihe 
Lamp"  was  a  lesbian.  "Her  letters  say 
she  shared  the  beds  Of  countesses  and 
cowgirls.  One  says  no  woman  could 
excite  passion  in  other  women' like  her 
Her  whole  mentality  was  a  lesbian  one 
which  is  part  ot  Ihe  reason  she  was  so 
successful"  claims  Gordon 

The  Royal  College  of  Nursing  has 
reacted  with  outrage  and  could  not  un- 
derstand why  Gordon  would  "rake  up 
this  sort  ol  material  "  Elspeth  Huxley,  a 
Nightingale  biographer,  claims  the  let- 
ters show  only  "emotional  attachments," 
manifestations  of '"Dolage  on  her  part 
and  hero  worshipontheirs."D 

lister  taken  to  court 

The  European  Commission  on  Human 
Rights  at  Strasbourg  is  to  examine 
Northern  Ireland's  law  on  homosexuality 
to  determine  whet  her  or  not  it  breaks  Ihe 
European  Convention  of  Human  Rights 

A  gay  man  in  Northern  Ireland  has  sub- 
mi  tteda  case  to  the  Commission 
Claiming  that  the  present  law  outlawing 
homosexuality  contravenes  two  articles 
of  the  Convention  guaranteeing  the  right 
to  privacy  and  protection  fromdiscnm- 
ination  The  Commission  will  make  a 
ruling  later  in  the  year  which  may  force 
the  government  to  change  the  law  as  a 
member  ol  the  European  Economic 
Community. 

The  Northern  Ireland  Gay  Rights  Asso- 
ciation has  been  pressing  tor  speedy 
implementation  of  proposals  made  by 
Ihe  Province's  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission That  organization  has  called  for 
retormof  Ulster's  anti-gay  laws  How- 
ever, the  governmeni  is  still  refusing  to 
li .« a  date  loconsider  such  changes 

The  Evangelical  Protestant  Society 
has  joined  the  outcry  against  relorm 
claiming  thai  any  change  "will give 
people  license  to  destroy  the  sanctity 
of  marriage  and  pollute  our  provinces 
with  unclean  and  immoral  acts 


Sweden  OKs  15  and  up 

The  Swedish  Parliament  has  passed  a 

brii  ending  legal  discrimination  against 

gay  people  The  minimumageforhomo- 

sexuaJ  relations  has  been  lowered  from 

18  to  15.  the  same  as  tor  heterosexuals 

Exceptions  are  made  when  one  partner 

b  in  a  position  ol  authority  or  when 

payment  Is  made  —  in  such  cases  the 

statutory  minimum  was  lowered  from  20 

to  18 

Communist  Joem  Svensson,  one  ol 
the  chief  advocates  ot  the  bill,  claims 
that  "no  fewer  than  30%  of  all  Swedes 
have  homosexual  contacts  of  more  lhan 

Basque  group  forms 

A  gay  liberation  organization  has  been 
formed  in  the  Spanish  Basque  provin- 
ces. Their  magazine.  Gay  Hotsa  recently 
published  a  manifesto  in  Basque  and 
Spanish  which  declared  "There  Is  no 
longer  any  rationale  justifying  the  con- 
tinuing oppression  of  homosexuals,  The 
sole  cause  of  our  oppression  Is  the 
need  to  conserve  the  system  ol  the 
nuclear  family  and  patriarchy  in  order  lo 
maintain  the  rigid  authoritarian  social 
relations  which  suit  the  ruling  class." 
The  group  Is  calling  for  an  amnesty 
lor  imprisoned  gays  and  Ihe  Immediate 
repeal  ol  the  Social  Outrages  Law  used 
to  Imprison  homosexuals  i  ' 

Spanish  church  gags 
gay  priest 

The  Archbishop  of  Valenclahas  stepped 
in  to  prevent  a  Carmelite  priest  from 
celebrating  Mass  alter  learning  that  the 
priest  was  a  homosexual. 

Father  Antonio  Roig  Rosello  declared 
his  homosexuality  In  his  recently 
published  book.  All  the  Parks  are  rVof  a 
Paradise  The  book's  llrst  edition  sold 
out  across  Ihe  country  and  was  a  con- 
lender  for  Spain's  most  Important 
literary  honour,  the  Planeta  Prize.i  J 

Lesbian  MP  fights  on 

MarleneColquhoun,  British  Labour  MP 
who  came  out  as  a  lesbian  last  year,  Is 
continuing  her  light  toretain  the  backing 
Ol  her  local  Labour  party  organization. 

The  local  organization  was  told  to  re- 
consider Us  wit  hdrawi  of  supporl  by  the 
National  Executive  Ina  March  16  meet 
mg  ihe  local  executive  once  more  voted 
27  to  18  to  consider  a  resolution  not  tore- 
adopt  her  as  a  labour  candldateat  a 
special  meeting  to  be  called  in  the  near 
lutute. 

Colqunoun  says  thai  what  grieves  her 
most  is  "the  lack  of  social  Ism"  in  her 
local  Labour  Parly  i 

Open  gays  lose  election  bid 

Twogaymenrunnmgas  candidates  lor 
the  Groupe  de  Liberation  Homosexuel 
received  approximately  0.1%  of  Ihe 
votes  In  their  Paris  constituencies  In  Ihe 
French  General  elections  on  March  12 
Bricklayer  Alain  Secouel  and  teacher 
Jean  le  Biloux  did  not  qualify  for  the 
second  round  ot  voting.  Their  election 
platform  called  lor  the  abolition  of  ar- 
ticles 330 and  331  ot  Ihe  French  Penal 
Code,  laws  under  which  gays  are  singled 
out  for  prosecution 

The  campaign  generated  discussion 
on  child/adult  relations,  police 
harrassmenl  of  Ihe  gay  community, 
minority  nghls,  and  gay  support  for  Ihe 
women's  movement 

Apirate  radio  station  "Radio  Fit  Rose" 
was  established  to  broadcast  campaign 
messages  However,  French  Postal 
engineers  were  ordered  to  jam  the 
station's  signals 

In  related  news,  the  Socialist  Party. 
France's  third  largest  political  party, 
declared  us  opposition  loihetwoanti- 
gay  articles  in  the  penal  coda  A  state- 
ment released  by  the  organization 
stated,  "For  us  nothing  can  justify  the 
discrimination  towards  hornoaejruals 
implied  by  paragr»r-ha  330and  331  ol  the 


i  BanatofHanrf 


CodePenai    As 

Caniavet  had  introduced  a  bill  ceiling  fo« 

ihe  abrogation  ol  t  he  two  art  (clem  :_; 

Body  Potltk/i 


FEATURE 


Forgotten  fathers 


continued  from  page  1 


/?fC**#&-OojeV (&?o**'r  Zevo^)&/w /fa&**u£j  /?77, 


rf/*f7-.-  Oy**»"*,  frfmvxrce- •  #~*>jZ*>3Cl — yU>/T»r S***e*,c& 


/%}t*%/c€~t'>'7*tZs"aet-.  f5?f- 


a  s 


lonely  one,  particularly  In  the  gay  com- 
muntty." 

Maurice  is  also  painfully  aware  ol 
how  llllle  one  hears  about  gay  fathers, 
especially  in  comparison  to  lesbian 
mothers.  Fatherhood  has  no  priority  in 
the  gay  male  movement  while 
motherhood  is  offen  {though  not 
always)  supported  in  the  lesbian 
movement.  We  need  to  ask  why  this  is 
so,  and  perhaps  be  ready  for  some  un- 
comfortable answers. 

Men,  of  course,  do  not  gestate  and 
give  birth  to  their  children.  There  is 
always  a  mother  to  deal  with:  wife,  lover, 
orex-wlfe.  At  this  point  In  our  emerging 
gay  culture  most  gay  fathers  have  been 
married,  and  coming  out  for  almost  all 
of  them  has  coincided  with  marital 
deception,  separation  or  divorce.  The 
passage  rites  of  coming  out  are  com- 
plicated here  by  a  special  Kind  of  pain 
related  more  often  to  grief  than  to 
simple  anger  Many  gay  fathers  still 
love  their  wives  and  want  to  continue  a 
closeness  with  them,  but  the  couple  has 
to  face  their  new  world  without  models 
or  guidance.  Often  the  woman  ex- 
periences her  husband's  coming  out  as 
a  betrayal  she  has  not  simply  lost  her 
breadwinner  (and  that  can  become  an 
impulse  toward  feminism,  when  women 
break  or  are  broken  from  their  forced 
financial  dependence  on  men),  In  ad- 
dition, her  husband  is  now  understood 
tobeno  longer  sexually  attracted  to  her. 
Wives  otten  suffer  difficult  times  and 
enpress  their  anger  using  the  child  as  a 
weapon.  If  lesbians  who  divorce  their 
1 0/Body  Politic 


husbands  often  find  them  enraged  by 
their  wives'  rejection  of  male  protec- 
tiveness,  gay  men  often  find  their  wivej 
enraged  by  the  loss  of  a  protector. 


Can  gay  men  be  married  and  be  out? 
Many  married  gays,  of  course.keep 
their  sexuality  closeted.  A  lew  on 
coming  out  manage  for  a  while  tobe 
both  married  and  gay.  But  it's  an  uphill 
battle,  and  Don  Mager  has  written  that 
separation  or  divorce  "is  almost 
inevitable  in  being  a  faggot  father." 

Other  problems  arise  when  the  man 
tries  to  integrate  his  fatherhood  and  his 
gay  lifestyle  A  lover,  or  a  succession  of 
lovers  or  gay  roommates,  are  apt  to 
dislike  children.  (A  cynical  John  Kyper 
recently  wrote,  "!  think  gay  men  must 
dislike  children  more  than  they  dislike 
women."  But  Is  he  right  In  either  case?  I 
doubt  it,  but  clearly  many  gay  menare 
estranged  from  their  own  childhood  and 
are  unaccustomed  to  relating  with 
children.)  Children  are  virtually  excluded 
from  gay  male  social  activities:  bars, 
dances,  dinner  parlies,  demonstrations 
The  lesbian  movement  may  ormay  not  be 
more  hospitable  to  children,  Idon't  know, 
at  least  lesbians  seem  regularly  to  offer 

.  childcare,  which  gay  men  usually  fail  to 

I  do. 

j       Mike,  a  gay  father  active  in  the 
Canadian  gay  movement  for  five  years, 
recently  said  that  he'd  gotten  only  two 
otters  from  the  men  he  works  with  to 
help  lake  care  of  his  son  —  two  offers 

1  infiveyears.  "There  are  occasional 


small  gestures,"  he  said,  "but  more  of- 
ten a  nearly  complete  indifference  to  or 
even  flight  from  my  child.  Of  course, 
people  who  dislike  children  should  not 
be  forced  to  care  for  them.  But  surely 
men  and  women  without  children, 
especially  gay  activists,  should  ask  If 
they  should  not  try  lo  open  themselves 
more  to  children  —  and  thus  to  the 
children  we  all  once  were," 

The  problems  of  single  parenthood 
are  topped  Oy  the  grinding  labour  of  it, 
the  unrelieved  responsibility  and 
chores.  "I've  discovered  that  care  of 
young  people  is  work,  often  gruelling 
and  wasteful  work  if  you  are  tired  or 
slightly  unwell,"  Maurice  Flood  says.  "It 
look  me  some  time  to  grasp  that  people 
viewed  it  as  'women's  work,'  and  hence 
trivial."  But  it  is  Important,  and  If  much 
of  it  is  trivial  much  is  also  essential  to 
the  act  of  parenting. 

Two  quite  specific  problems  concern 
the  gay  fathers  I've  spoken  with.  One  is 
the  anxiety  about  paternal  influence  on 
a  child's  sexuality.  "You're  a  bad  role 
model,"  a  friend  remarked  to  Don 
Mager.  "Aren't  you  afraid  your  child  will 
grow  up  gay?"  is  another  refrain.  The 
pressure  is  usually  from 
others  —  fathers  tend  to  know  that  a 
father-child  relationship  is  too  complex 
to  yield  before  such  comments  —  but  It 
is  recurrent  and  often  much  more 
intense  than  even  the  public  debate 
over  teachers  as  role  models 

Their  second  problem  is  coming  out 
lo  their  children.  (This,  of  course,  is  a 
homophobia- rooted  concern;  no  one 


ever  asks  when  straight  parents  should 
communicate  to  theirchifdren  lhal  they, 
as  parents,  are  Straight.)  Court-inflicted 
psychiatrists,  family  counsellors,  kindly 
relatives  —  many  such  people 
discourage  coming  out  at  all  "until  s/he 
is  old  enough  to  understand."  They  may 
insist  on  the  fattier  not  keeping  com- 
pany with  his  gay  friends  when  the 
children  are  present,  or  at  least  that  he 
show  no  natural  affection  for  his 
Iriends.  "I  realized,"  one  father  told  me, 
"that  what  they  meant  was:  don't  come 
out  to  your  daughter  until  she  is  taught 
to  see  your  sexuality  as  odd  or 
repugnant." 

John  Lee  of  Toronto  has  been  out  to 
his  daughter  and  son  since  they  were  four 
and  two,  respectively.  Now  I8and16, 
they  have  grown  up  comfortable  in 
knowing  of  their  father's  sexuality.  On 
occasion  they  have  even  been  helpful,  he 
reports,  when  he  anda  lover  need  medi- 
ation or  support.  "The  single  most  Impor- 
tant factor  in  mak  ing  agood  parent," 
Johnsays,  "is  being  honest.  My  children 
havenever  had  trouble  with  my  living 
with  men,  though  ot  course  they  have 
liked  some  more  than  otners."  He  coun- 
sels gay  fathers  to  come  out  as  early  as 
possible  "If  you  tell  children  more  than 
they  can  understand,  they'll  let  you 
,  know,"  he  says.  "Sol  prefer  to  exceed 
I  rather  than  underestimate  their compre- 
:  tension.  Children  areremarkabie  In  their 
I  attention  and  understanding.  At  an  early 
■  age  they  won't  understand  physical  acts 
j  —  heterosoxualorhomosexual  —  but 
ihey  will  understand  affection. 
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"A  lesbian  mother  recently  noted  that  a  feminist  lawyer  told  her  to  tight 
her  custody  case  by  emphasizing  the  female  protectiveness  women  show 
toward  children,  asopposed  to  the  'exploitation'  of  children's  sexuality 
shown  by  gay  men.  The  lawyer,  the  mother  and  the  judge  might  continue 
to  believe  this  lie  unless  gay  fathers  come  out  of  their  double  closets ." 


£&*/  Ayr?/  &#s#£)  <  at  r»c~ 


Gty/k'oe/if*.,  /?77. 

Children, 
fathers 
and friends 


4 


/% 


■CW4«T_  /W^ 


£r^«v  /9??. 


* 


<»^1  "!!!!!!».  !!H! 

"A  M*        i    ■■■■■■■■■•!    i 


An  album  of  snaps  from  Don,  Rainer.and 
Marlowe  Mager  with  Michael  Owen  in  Detroit; 
Maurice,  Cynthia,  Isabel  and  Margaret  Flood 
with  Ian  MacKenzie  in  Vancouver;  and  Michael 
and  Stefan  Lynch  in  Toronto. 


struggles,  anger,  tenderness  They  can 
sense  II.  and  resent  It .  when  a  parent  Is 
dishonest  with  them."" 

Above  all,  the  problems  facing  the  for- 
gotten gay  father  is  Ihespeclreof 
isolation  Gay  men  may  no  longer  be  in- 
visible.butflayfalheraremamso  Like 
all  subminorilies.  they  sullera  more  in- 
tense version  ol  the  genera!  oppression 
experienced  by  the  minority  as  a  whole. 
Upon  learning  thai  I'd  talked  withother 
gay  fathers,  one  almost  shouted, 
"Whereon  earth  did  you  llndthem? 'The 
hunger  to  share  experience  isone  that 
any  gay  person  who  has  been  isolated 
would  understand.  So  would  any  parent 
who  has  been  isolated  from  ot  her 
parents  Parenthood.  Ilkesexuallty, 
becomes  a  crucial  component  in  ones 
sense  ol  oneself 

"There's  a  lot  Id  like  to  talk  aboui  with 
another  gay  father,"'  one  man  told  me, 
"but  there's  no  place  to  do  it  In  the  par- 
ent association  at  school  we're  not  out  to 
oneanother.il  there  even  are  any  other 
gay  parents  there  And  I  feel  completely 
apa/1  from  straight  parents.  In  the  bars 
Inani'san  unwritten  rule  against  talking 
about  something  like  parenthood. 
e«c#pt  as  an  oddity 

My  loneliest  hours  "another  said 
"are  those  in  the  park  while  me  boys  are 
playing  Id  like  lobe  with  another  gay 
adult  then,  to  talk  over  the  weeksd-scov 
•rteaanddecmons  twalchthehelero- 
•duels  who  meet  thereto  chat  while 
m*r children  play  —  butlmelone-'" 

lesbian  mothers  may  recognue  this 
•Ofcstxon,  but  I  suspect  they  share  it  foa 


less  intense  degree  Gayfalhersprob- 
ably  come  closer  in  this  respect  to 
straight  lathers  bothsuflerfroman 
assumption,  or  Ideology,  that  runs 
throughourculture  llgoes something 
like  this  men  are  not  suited  lor  relating 
locfiildren  They  cannot  be  tender,  com- 
passionate, or  nurturing  with  them 
Only  women  are  capable  ot  nurturance 
Men  have  another,  nobler  role:  to  teach 
me  assumptions  ot  the  patriarchal 
succession  —  authority,  emotional 
distance,  toughness,  competition. 

The  best  book  I  know  dealing  with 
the  way  Ihls  cultural  sexism  bears 
on  day-to-day  fatherhood  is  a  little 
one  written  by  an  apparently  non-gay 
father.  David  Steinberg's  tatherioumal: 
live  years  ot  awakening  to  fatherhood 
(Times  Change  Press,  1977)  David 
recounts  in  journal  noles  his  struggle 
against  the  culturally  imposed 
father-role,   the  second,  somewhat 
foreign  parent ."  "I  was  going  lobe 
the  perfect  father."  he  writes  not  long 
allerhisson Dylan isborn  "Iwasgoing 
to  make  up  for  all  the  men  who  leave  the 
children  to  the  women,  who  back  away 
from  intimacy  with  children,  who  are  cold 
and  distant  I  was  going  to  do  II  right 

"Tonight  I  see  how  scared  I  am  There 
is  so  much  fodo  lor  this  III  tie  creature 
who  screams  and  wriggles  and  needs 
and  doesn't  know  what  he  needs ...  lam 
so  small  compared  lo  what  needs  lo  be 
done" 

Gay  lathers  may.  m  these  respects  be 
rnorecapawethanstraighiones  May  A 


Torontofatheroftwo.toldme   "Wedon't 
begin  with  the  assumption  of  the  sexual 
|  division  of  labourandexpenencethat 
manysfraighf  fathers  ha  veiobegin  by 
overcoming."  Nonetheless,  we  have 
something  of  this  sexism  in  us,  and  may 
em pathize  with  David  Sleinberg'sdlltl- 
Cutlies  in  trying  to  leach  his  son  "lobe 
a  warm,  loving,  open  man  " 

The  opposition  tonurlurant  fathers  in 
general  is,  I  suspect,  reflected  in  the 
especial  opposition  lo  loving  sexual 
relationships  between  men  and  boys.  (I 
avoid  the  use  of  the  term  "pedophilia" 
only  because  it  considers  the  adult  per- 
spective alone,  and  I  include  here  the 
boy's  perspective.)  Sexual  relationships 
between  boys  and  men  in  our  culture  are 
Iheoojecto!  far  greater  opposition  than 
relationships  between  girls  and  men  (we 
are  amused,  not  rabid,  when  dealing  with 
LfiwisCarrollsand  Humberl  Humberts), 
women  and  boys,  or  women  and  girls 
(which  are.  even  f  oday,  as  invisible  as  les- 
bians were  loOueen  Victoria,  despite  all 
the  gym  teacher  and  camp  counsel  lor 
jokes)  Boy-man  relationships  do  not  dis- 
solve easily  into  a  melting  pot  with  the 
of  her  kinds  ol  child-adult  relationships. 
despite  the  repealed  assertions  that 
"pedophilia  is  primarily  a  heterosexual 
problem  and  not  at  al  I  a  lesbian 
problem  " 

The  same  cultural  sexism  that  declares 
men  incapable  ol  tender  or  loving  rela- 
tionships with  each  oiher  also  dictates 
that  fathers  are  incapable  of  nurt  in  ng 
their  children  Men  are  not  supposed  to 
convey  to  children,  parttcularty  male 


children,  more  than  token  Intimacy.  To 
the  sexist,  the  greatest  traitor  of  all  Islhe 
man  who  tries  nor  to  transmit  the 
assumptions  of  patriarchy,,  whodoes  not 
seek  locaulenze  his  tender  emotions, 
who  seeks  instead  to  undohis  long- 
taught  capacity  for  feellngless  authority. 

Gay  fathers,  then,  have  a  special  rea- 
son to  think  through  this  matter  before 
dismissing  the  question  of  boy-man  sex- 
uality from  their  own  politics  They 
should  even  be  asking  if  the  better  fa- 
thers don't  nave  something  m  common 
with  the  belter  pedophiles,  and  illhe 
opposition  to  both  of  them  doesn't  come 
from  the  same  source, 

The  core  of  opposition  togay  fathers. 
then,  is  a  sexist  core,  one  that  prornbi  is 
men  from  being  loving,  tender  andnur- 
turant  with  children,  especially  male 
children  Tfiisatcountsformyowndls 
comfort  with  a  trend  thai  seems  to  be 
surfacing  among  some  gay  groups 
exalting,  in  nineteenth  century  lashlon, 
the  saintly  mother  role.  Lesbian  mo- 
thers, the  message  goes,  are  special 
people  because  they  alone  can  mother 
Fathers  remain  forgotten,  implying  that 
lathers,  because  they  are  men.  cannot 
"mother,  "cannot  nourish agr owing 
child 

We  need  to  recognize  t  he  sex  i  am  here, 
andrebufl  II  Adrienne  Rich  he*  done  |ust 
that  m  her  book  Or  Woman  Born  (Norton. 
1978),  which  deals  with  motherhood  but 
haaalot  to  teach  gay  lathers  along  the 
way  "It  can  h.  .  tangerousiy  simplistic  lo 
rtx  upon  nut  turance  as  a  Special 
strength  of  women,   she  writs* 

BotfyPoWtc/11 


FEATURE 


G  &  J  TraVel  &Mil»loJ°ur«IMjfcrorl>v«rIS«ms. 

205  Wellesley  SI-  E.,  Toronlo.  Call  921-1 101 

SatiJuan™^ 

Md^^WfMTltf     Provincetown 


Wherever.. 


NOW  BOOKING! 

•Charters  to  Europe  for  spring  and  summer 

»Ten  day  Greek  Island  cruises  —  $450  US 


"We  cater  to  your 
party  needs 


464  Parliament  St. 

Toronto,  M5A  3A2 

923-4670 


Cheese  and  gourmet  foods  •  Coffee  •  Tea 
Party  trays*  Gift  baskets*  Culinary  accessories 


Would  you  pledge  $1 0  a  month 
during  the  most  crucial  year  of 
John  Damien's  legal  case? 


Last  month  we  announced  Project  Pledgecard,  in  which 
people  across  Canada  are  being  asked  to  commit  ten 
dollars  a  month  (or  the  next  year  to  support  John's  long 
and  arduous  legal  case. 

Since  then,  more  than  $1500  in  cash  and  pledges  has 
been  received.  The  support  has  been  gratifying,  in  light 
of  the  contributions  ot  money,  time  and  energy  that  have 
come  in  from  all  across  the  country  over  the  past  three 
years.  It  has  been  a  long  case. 

But  more  is  still  needed.  A  civil  case  like  this  doesn't 
get  settled  quickly,  no  matter  how  large  the  groundswell 
of  popular  support.  Especially  when  the  people  who  fired 
John  back  in  1975  are  getting  their  legal  work  paid  for  by 
the  Ontario  (ax  payer. 

John  will  go  to  court  during  1978-79.  It's  the  crucial 
year  legally.  Your  pledge  will  make  a  difference.  All  con- 
tributions go  directly  to  the  Defence  Fund  of  The  John 
Damiert  Foundation  and  are  tax-deductible. 

Write  for  your  pledgecard  today: 

The  Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien 
Box  608,  Station  K, 
Toronto,  Ontario  M4P2H1 


"Whatever  our  organic  or  developed 
sensed  nurture,  it  has  ot  ten  been  turned 
inloa  boomerang."  I  wouldaddlhat  Ihe 
boomerang  is  often  thrown,  by  unwil- 
lingly sexist  gay  male  and  lesbian 
groups,  at  men  —  before  it  returns  lo 

;  harm  the  thrower 

A  lesbian  mother  recently  lold  me  thai 

|  afeminisiiawyeradvisedherlofight 

!  hercustodycasebyemphasizinglhe 

I  femaleprotectivenesswomenshow 
towards  children,  as  opposed  lo  Ihe  "ex- 

,  ploitation"  of  children's  sexuality  shown 
bygaymen  The  lawyer,  the  mother,  and 
the]udge  might  continue  tobeiieve  this 

|  lieunlessgay  (atherscomeoutof their 

:  double  closets 

We  need  aggressive  batlles  for  the 
rights  of  lesbian  mothers  Their  main  lia- 
bility, in  general  comparison  to  gay 
fathers,  seems  to  me  tobe  their  econom- 
ic disenlranchisement  Men  already  have 
a  bigger  piece  of  the  Ishnnking)  pie  and 
the  muscle  to  hold  on  to  that  piece.  But  I 
will  challenge  any  claim  that  men  are 
better  Ireated  by  thecourts  than  lesbians 
are,  arid  urge  that  our  struggle  lor  cus- 
tody justice  expand  to  include  gay 
lathers.  The  techniques  that  have  been 
developed  to  dramatize  Ihe  plight  of 
lesbian  mothers  —  wlthoutovetly 
nskingtheirchances  for  custody  — 
must  be  engaged  (or  gay  lathers  as  well. 
Can  all  this  lead  to  makinggay  father- 
hooda  more  prominent  Issue  in  the  gay 
male  movement  than  It  is  now?  Maurice 
Flood  Ihinks  not  "I  don't  visualize  the 
issueof  gay  lathers  becoming  a  pivotal 
pointinlhegay  movement, "he  says,  "ex- 
ceplfor  child  custody  cases,  whicharea 
potential  threat  lo  every  gay  parent." 

Perhaps  he  Is  right.  John  Lee  argues 
that  we  should  attend  to  the  roles  of  gay 
men  as  surrogate  fat  hers  asapnority: 
the  possibility  lor  gays  to  worhas  Big 
Brothers,  as  teachers,  as  scoutmasters, 
to  bechlldcare  workers  or  adoptive 
parents. 

But  if  we  look  to  Ihe  future,  when  (pre- 
sumably! fewer  gay  men  will  be  marrying 
before  they  come  oul,  we  surely  need  to 
ask  what  those  gay  men  who  want  children 
aretodo.  Lesbians  have  the  option  of  what 
the  straight  press  oppressively  labels  "test 
lube  babies,"  some  torm  of  extramarital 
fertilization  Shouldwebeseekingoptions 
lor  gay  men  to  become  biological  fathers 
loo?  Not  Itom  motives  of  patriarchal 
succession,  bul  because  there  are  olher, 
barely  explored,  bonds  between  biological 
fathers  and  sons  that  can  nurture  both  of 
them? 

One  mailer,  al  least,  is  clear  righi  now 
gay  fathers  have  a  pivotal  role  toplay  in 
thegay  movement.  Gay  lalhers  give  Ihe 
lie  to  two  of  our  enemies'  most  pernici- 
ous untruths:  thai  homosexual  men 
cannot  reproduce  (thus  they  recruit,  etc.), 
and  that  they  are  dangerouslo 
children  (either  as  rapists,  or  as  bad  role 
models).  Gay  fathers  also  have  a  unique 
chance  to  fight,  as  parents, against  the 
sexism  lhal  heterosexuals  in  the  schools 
want  to  recruit  children  into.  Every  gay 
father  needs  toaimtowardscoming out  lo 
hischildren,  to  their  friends,  to  the  schools, 
to  the  public. 

Last  October,  a  father  and  his  f  ive- 
vearold  son  were  visiting  their 
■  neighbourhood  llbrary.After 
checking  out  four  Barbarbooks  — 
which  also  propagandize  for  the  nuclear 
family  despite  theircharm  —  Ihe  boy 
wondered  why  they  weren't  leaving. 

Sor?;What  are  we  waiting  around  lor? 

Father:  I  was  hoping  to  meet  that  man 
over  there. 

Son.lshegay? 

Father.  I  hope  so 

Son.Areyougay? 

Father:  I'm  sure  of  that. 

Son;  You  know,  I  don't  really  know 
what  "gay"  means. 

Father:  \l  means  that  it  you'rea  man., 
you  especially  love  and  want  lo  be  close 
toother  men.  If  you'reagay  woman,  a 
lesbian  like  Susan's  mother,  you  want 
especially  tobe  close  toother  women. 

Son Oh. (pause)  Am  I  gay? 

Father  I  don't  know.  You'll  llnd  out 
someday,  in  time 

Son.HowwIlllknow? 

Father  You'll  have  good  friends  who 
are  both  boys  and  girls,  but  you'll  lind 
you  want  to  snuggleand  be  especially 
close  to  your  boyfriends.  You'll  know 

Son  O.K. 

A  week  later,  the  boy  was  thumbing 


through  a  magazine  and  cameacrossa 
cigarette  ad  with  a  smiling  man  and  wom- 
aninit  Hesaid,   here  are  soma  gay 
people."  "How  do  you  know?"  said!  he 
father  "Becauselhey'rekissingand 
they're  happy  together "  "Close 
enough,"  said  Ihe  lalher. 

The  faiher  was,  to  come  out  Ol  my 
closet,  me  So  was  Ihe  "Mike"  I  quoted 
above.  The  son  was  Slelan,  now  age  6. 1 
originally  warned  theanalysis  in  this  arti- 
cle tobe  based  in  our  relationship,  in  our 
experience  as  lather  and  son.  I  wanted  lo 
talkaboul  the  intimacy  between  us  that 
has  developed  in  the  last  two  years. 
About  watching  him  grow  and,  through 
him,  seeing  both  my  own  childhood  and 
something  completelyOthen  him  —  the 
pleasure  in  his  light  spirits,  of  his  unmiti- 
gated faith  at  times  and  his  stubborn  re- 
fusal toaccept,  at  other  times,  my 
experience  second-hand. 

I  wanted  toarliculate  my  growth  into 
fathering.  Learning  about  power  About 
how  terms  tike  "coercion"  and  "exploit- 
ation" and  "manipulation"  becomedlf- 
f  icull  terms  to  use  when  I  speak  ol  chil- 
dren Both  because  any  adult-child  rela- 
tionships may  be  coercive,  and  because 
children,  until  authority  drums  it  out  of 
them,  are  native  challengersolcoerclon, 


seldom  passive  recipients  ot  at tiludesoi 
Information  from  adults. 

I  wanted  lo  talk  about  Stelan'ssense 
ot  my  sexuality  and  politics,  and  about 
my  attempts  lo  prepare  him  for  the 
vicious  homophobia  he's  sure  lo  encoun- 
ter in  school  before  long. 

I  wanted  to  talk  about  privacy,  since, 
next  to  Ihe  government,  children  are  the 
greatest  invaders  ot  adult  privacy.  About 
theadull  need  to  be  away  fromchildren 
periodically.  Likewise,  about  the  ways 
adults  invade  the  personal  and  peer 
group  privacy  ot  children. 

I  wanted  to  give  the  texture  of  moments 
in  which  these  Issues  become  clear,  as 
they  do  in  aclose  relationship  witha 
child. 

I've  failed  in  this  personal  goal. 
Stefan's  mother,  reading  this,  pointed 
out  that  I  haven't  broken  away  from  ab- 
stractions and  loosely  linked  analyses.  I 
haven't  eased  into  the  texture  of  the 
lathering  experience,  but  had  to  rely  on 
pointing  towards  Steinberg's  book 
whichdoesjust  that. 

Writing  this  final  draft  on  22  March,  I 
suddenly  realize  that  it  was  eighteen 
years  ago  this  morning  my  fatherdied. 
What  Utile  I  now  know  of  that  father-son 
relationship  has  only  been  restored  to 
me  through  my  relationshipwilhmyson. 

Two  days  agoeight  gay  fathers,  and 
threeof  our  children,  gathered  for  Ihe 
lirsttime.andl  found  in  that  groupa 
sensed  commonality  I'm  not  used  to 
among  gay  men.  "Being  a  parent,"  one  of 
them  said,  "isa  more  engulfing  experience 
than  just  being  married  or  being  gay  — we 
are  bound  to  have  much  more  In  common." 
All  of  us  are  battling  sexism,  both  Out 
There  and  within  ourselves  In  each  other's 
presence,  we  eight  were  no  longer 
forgotten  fathers. 

Where  do  we  go  f  rom  here?D 


Don  Mager's  article, '  'Faggot  Father, ' ' 
which  origlnatty  appeared  In  Gay  Liber- 
ator Is  now  available  in  After  You're 
Out.  See  page  17. 

Gay  lalhers  (adoptive  or  biological) 
who  wish  to  share  confidentially  their 
experience  with  Brian  Miller  for  his 
study  may  contact  him  at  2403-8210- 
1 1 1  Street.  Edmonton,  Alberta. 
T6Q2C7 

It  you  wish  to  be  m  touch  with  gay 
fathers  in  Toronto,  wrlte"Gay 
Fathers" c/o  The  Body  Politic  for 
information  about  their  next  meeting. 
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Looking  for  trouble 


"Looking  lor  trouble"  is  this  season's 

mnovet  ion  on  an  old  favourite  pastime 
'  —  threat  ramming 

Throat  ramming  is  the  deltberaieact  of 
beingyoursell  —  going oul  Of  your  way 
to  be  "the  casual  and  natural  you  "  It 
means  doing  all  thoseculeeveryrjay 
things  that  your  het  neighbours  do  with- 
outasecond  thought  The  difference 
being  thai  if  you're  a  cryke.  you  usually 
have  lo  trunk  twice  about  doing  them  un- 
less you  have  your  self-defence 
credentials  in  exceptionally  good  order 

Looking  for  trouble. on  Iheolher  hand, 
is  suitably  late  70s  subtle  And 
promises  the  thrill  of  lust  a  bit  more 
danger  Looking fortroublemeanslreat 
ing  straight  bigots  with  the  same  barrage 
of  hostile,  non-verbal  signals  with  which 
they  treat  us  most  of  the  time 

Bloorsubway  Yongeslatlon  lamin 
I  he  mood  tor  looking  for  trouble 
Dinging  to  first  one  pole  and  then 
another  ol  this  particular  subway  car  Isa 
slightly  drunk  gay  man  A  faggot  I  am  not 
theonly  one  to  notice  He  Is  standing. 
Shitting  nervously  In  a  half-full  car  almosl 
as  if  he  were  afraid  to  sit  down,  as  though 
helelt  the  need  to  be  on  his  feet  incase 
he  had  to  flee 

Ho  twists  large  conspicuous  rings  on 
his  slender  lingers  He  doesn't  know 
what  todo  with  his  glasses,  with  his 
hands  He  puts  the  glasses  in  his  pocket , 
withdraws  his  hands  and  stares  at  his 
fingernails.  And  he  grows  visibly  more 
uncomfortable  Guiltily.  I  remind  myself 
thatlamstarlng  Thatlhorelsnowaylo 
convoy  sympathy,  much  less  empathy. 
And  then  I  realize  there  is  the  pressure  ol 

aat  one  other  pair  ot  eyes  weighing 
on  him. 

Sherbourne  lam  staringa!  the  eyes  ol 
the  man  who  is  staring  at  the  faggot  He 
Is  almost  as  uncomfortable  as  my  gay 
brother,  but  not  as  uncomfortable  as  he 


is  going  to  be  He  Is  threatened,  he  is 
repelled  Hestaresunabashedwithall 
the  might  of  straight  nghleousness on 
his  side.  inhis|udgement  I  marvel  at 
fust  in  a  detached  sort  ol  way.  but  with 
growing  anger,  at  how  hedoes  it  How 
arrogant,  how  transparent,  how 
effective  This  Is  what  they  do  to  us  all 
the  time 
Andthen.mystareisnoticed  At  first  it 

1  iareturnedtingedwithbewilderment 
And  then  a  glint  like  recognition,  a 
glimmer  of  hope  in  hiseyes  He  makes 
*wry  Slight  but  distinct  beckoning 
gestures  Hemouthswordslcouldn't 
hear  it  I  wanted  lo  How  Ignorant  the 
heteros«iual male  s arrogance  Islare 
harder  My  eyes  narrow  My  anger  grows 
II  '3  concentrated  into  two  shrinking 
points  ol  undisguised,  naked  haired 
Castlttrank  The  man  in  ratty  grey 
tweed  with  the  red-nmmed,  coal  eyes 
kxaaojulc*lyai«ayandthanbacfc,n»stlo 
to  tur*  ha  hasn't  misread  rna  Ha  hasn'l 
Ha  squirms  Finally  he  looks  away. 
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shilling  in  his  se 
'.  reflection  in  the 
ing  he  watches 

Broadview  —  my  stop  Ibarely  notice 
that  the  gay  man  is  thefirst  one  out  the 
door.  My  eyes  leave  the  defeated  slarer 
reluctantly  to  watch  people  leaving. as  ■! 
indifference  has  set  m  lam  not  moving 
He  la  not  moving  I  wait  as  long  as  I  dare, 
then  turn  slowly  and  slip  quickly  out  the 
door  |  us  I  in  time  Ihearilciosebehind 
me.theconductors  whistle  ringing  in  my 
ears.  Across  the  platform  and  up  one 
'  escalator tolhenemlevel without 
1  looking  back 

But  when  I  do,  the  muttering  man  in 
the  ratty  tweed  with  the  red-coal  eyes  is 
right  behind  me  I  slowdown  Alol  At  the 
loot  ot  t he  next  escalator,  people  are 
I  forced  to  move  around  me  He  is  forced 
I  tomovearoundme  Then!  stand  on  the 
i  stepdirectlybehindhim  Theratlyman 
I  whoisreallyquitelargeandnowalso 

nervous  but  strangely  determined  stops 
j  oniheescalatorwhiieistareatlheback 
i  of  his  tweed  Jacket,  my  eyes  burning  little 
■  holesrightthroughit. 

Otl  the  escalator  He  heads  for  the  e«l I 
directly  in  front  ol  him  expect  ing  me  lo 
follow,  I  slow  down,  watch  hlmgo.  then 
turn  toward  the  other  en  It  even  though  it 
is  not  the  one  I  want  I  can  almosl  feel  him 
hesitate  I  make  a  complete  circuit  ol  the 
station  He  isalmost  caught  at  that  first 
exit,  my  ex  it,  the  one  I  can't  use  yet.  the 
exit  that  I  am  now  watching  I  also  watch 
hlmand  he  watches  me  watching  him 
through  narrow,  hate-filled  eyes 

A  bus  pulls  in  It  is  my  bus  He  heads 
for  the  exit,  my  exit,  again,  as  if  that  is 
where  he  was  going  all  along.  I  make  no 
move.  I  know  the  bus  will  sit  there  tor  a 
while.  When  I  don't  follow  him  through 
the  suit,  he  returns  to  watch  me 

So,  I  shrug  casually  and  walkout  into 
the  night  onto  the  bus  platform  and  stand 
behindapillar  —  calculating  Another 
bus  arrives,  and  two  streetcars  on  the 
other  side  ot  the  terminal  which  is 
suddenly  full  ol  moving  people  I  can  see 
him;  he  cannot  see  me  He  moves  confid- 
ently toward  the  newly  arrived  bus  I  step 
oul  Irom  behind  my  pillar  and  directly  in 
front  ol  him  He  starts  —  visibly  shaken 
—  andretreatstothestation  Thereis 
another  streetcar,  another  rush  of  people 
and  he's  gone 

I  descend  the  two  flights  of  stairs  to 
subway  level,  almost  running.  And 
hesitate  for  a  moment  before  rounding 
the  comer.  The  question  that  checks  me 
is  not  "What  if  he  is  there?  ",  but  "What  il 
helsnot?"  He  is  not 

Not  on  this  plallorm  at  least.  But  I  can 
see  him  on  the  other  platform,  a  gull  ol 
two  tracks  away.  He  is  squatting,  back 
against  the  wall  and  staring  at  the  floor.  I 
barely  have  time  to  wonder  why  he  is 
bound  lor  Yonge  —  his  stal  ion  ot  origin. 
A  train  pulls  up  on  my  plallorm  I  can  still 
see  him  through  two  sets  of  moving 
windows  And  as  the  train  leaves  he 
finally  notices  me  —  glanng.  I  stand  and 
stare  for  a  full  minute  while  he  squats 
open-mouthed.  Turning  abruptly.  Heave 

He  does  not  appear  on  the  next  level 
Nor  the  next  My  bus  st ill  waits  And  I 
wait  too  I  do  not  board  until  the  doors  are 
closing.  In  the  meantime  my  eyes  never 
leave  the  doorway  ol  i he  station 

The  trouble  with  looking  for  trouble  is 
that  the  bigots  may  take  a  while  to  figure 
oul  why  they've  got  coming  tothem  what 
they've  got  coming  to  them  So  don't 
lament  the  passing  ot  throat  ramming;  it 
hasn't  out-lived  its  usefulness  yet.  In  lad 
the  two  can  go  hand  in  hand  II  looking  lor 
trouble  sounds  interesting  in  and  ol 
itself.  |ust  imagine  how  much  tun  two 
coukl  have  playing  it  01  course,  we  wont 
at  ways  have  the  choice  ol  when  and 
wheretoplayil  The  bigots  are  sum 
calling  the  shots. 

by  Chrta  Baarchall 
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A  fairy  story 

Author  and  subject:  Michael  Riordon 


Retreat  from  politics? 

A  disquieting  trend,  the  Toronto  listing 
on  toe  Community  Page  at  the  back  of 
this  newspaper  now  bristles  with  27  en- 
tries And  that  enumeration  Is  Incomplete. 
Once  you  throw  in  the  organizations 
who  have  never  asked  lobe  listed,  the 
total  comes  to  a  shade  under  fitly 

Tosome,  this  organizational 
explosion  is  a  matter  of  gay  pride:  the 
appearance  of  a  crowd  of  specialized 
qroupiets  —  counselling  services, 
Information  telephone  lines,  TV  pro- 
jects, groups  based  on  age,  religion, 
class,  political  opinion  —  is  taken  as 
tangible  evidence  that  Ihe  politics  of  the 
movement  are  becoming  more 
sophisticated  and  the  resources  of  the 
community  richer.  A  comforting,  even 
seductive,  view 

But  is  this  fission  really  benign?  Isn't 
there  some  willful  blindness  In  taking 
Ihe  progressive  fragmentation  of  the 
gay  movement  In  Toronto  as  cause  only 
for  smug  self-congratulation? 

It  is  an  ominous  fact  that  general  pur- 
pose organizations  are  being  starved  ol 
members  as  the  grouplets  spring  up. 
The  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality,  for 
example,  has  had  its  active  core  eul  in 
naff  as  formerly  energetic  members 
have  gone  off  to  found  special-purpose 
grouplets—  IheGayOltensive 
Collective  and  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Trade  Union  Group,  loname 
two  —  while  retaining  paper 
membership  In  GATE. 

Oneot  these  defectors  claims  the 
grouplets  draw  new  people  into  the 
movement,  people  who  aren't  interested 
in  leafletllng,  postering,  telephoning, 
meeting,  writing  and  mailing  —  the 
staples  of  political  organization. 

Bui  In  what  sense  are  these  new  peo- 
ple drawn  "Into  "the movement?ls It 
being  "in  "the  movement  tobea  member 
of  one  or  another  self-absorbed 
grouplet?  The  observable  fact  is  that  Ihe 
grouplets  have  drawn  people  out  of  the 
action:  laces  once  familiar  In  the 
movement  milieu  have  vanished  into  a 
collection  of  solitudes. 

I'm  not  questioning  the  value  of 
specialized  community  work.  Far  Irom 
it.  But  there  does  seem  to  be  a  problem 
with  priorities:  we  are  surrounding  our- 
selves with  luxuries  while  neglecting 
necessities. 

What  we  are  witnessing,  I  lear,  is  not 
a  development  of  politics,  but  a  retreat 
from  politics.  Is  It  a  coincidence  that  so 
many  specialized  activities  have  arisen 
during  the  last  year,  a  year  which  has 
seen  the  first  organized  attacks  on  Ihe 
gay  movement?  Are  we  running  away 
from  the  fight? 

And  who  is  going  to  do  Ihe  leafletllng, 
postering,  telephoning,  meeting,  writing 
and  mailing  ihat  has  to  be  done?  It  was 
suggested  at  a  recent  public  meeting  in 
Toronto  that  general  purpose 
organizations  are  obsolete  and  that 
attacks  on  the  community  can  be  dealt 
with  as  they  arise  by  temporary 
coalitions.  What  is  overlooked  here  is 
lhat  even  a  coalition  needs  a  handful  of 
people  to  undertake  Ihe  back-up  organi- 
zational work 

And  once  our  enemies  see  that  the 
will  to  show  our  resistance  in  Ihe 
streets  no  longer  resides  in  each  and 
everyone  of  us,  that  II  has  been 
delegated  to  a  committee  of  activists, 
what  will  then  restrain  them? 

Who  will  protest  when  that  handful  of 
organizers  is  scooped  up  by  the 
authorities?  Who  will  organize  the 
march  when  Gay  TV  is  taken  oft  Ihe  air 
by  Rogers'  Who  will  put  up  Ihe  posters 
I  whentheGay  Community  Calendar  is 
turned  off  by  Bell  Canada?  Who  will 
lead  Ihe  resistance  when  The  Body 
j  Politic  is  shut  down  by  the  police? 

You  people,  isolated  in  your  scattered 
i  grouplets,  I'maskingyou  who? 

byKenPopert: 
14/Body  Politic 


1946: 1  feel  pretty, 
oh  so  pretty,  Heel... 
"Masculine:  strong,  robust, 
powerful,  manly."  (Webster) 


1944:  Flaunting  it. 

Early  promise. 

'Male:  of  the  sex  thai  begets 

offspring;  designed  to  enter 

or  fill  the  corresponding 

female  part."  (Oxford) 


1 949:  In  those  days  you  cou  Id 

still  find  a  teal  cowboy. 

"I  nave  always  held  loa  policy 

of  live  and  lei  live."  (Anita 

Bryant,  1976) 


1952:  Little  boys 
aren't  seductive? 
"But  when  they  be- 
gan to  force  them- 
selves on  us  and  our 
children  I  had  1o 
take  a  stand. "(AB) 


1955:  At  least  five  of  these  boys  are 

perverts.  Why  are  they  smiling? 

"The  majority  have  Ihe  right  not  to  have 

their  children  exposed  to  the  teaching 

of  perversion  and  sin."  (Sam 


1963:  Won't  anybody  tell  me  Ihe 
Facts  of  Life? 

"Our  national  organizations  may  well  set 
upa  counselling  service  for  those  homo- 
sexuals who  have  not  been  able  tosee 
the  light."  (Guess  who) 
1970:  Aversion  therapy  days:  last  stand 
against  nature. 

"I've  led  several  homosexuals  to  the 
Lord  myself.  I've  seen  a  change  In  their 
lives."  (Yawn) 


1975:  Finally, 
Gay  Liberation! 
Some  of  the  fruits  of 
(in  this  case, 
withDavidGibson.) 
"Once  they  gel 
Into  the  homo- 
sexual lifestyle, 
there's  noway  out." 
(She  has  a  point...) 


With  Konnle  Reich,  Alleen  Rule,  Chris 

Searchell and  David  Gibson,  1978: 

"A  lot  don'l  want  out.  They 

are  the  militant 

homosexuals." 

(Uhhuh.) 


OUR  IMAGE 


Creator  Spirit  Come! 

Literary  Essays 

Drawing  the  Line: 

Political  Essays 

Nature  Heals: 

Psychological  Essays 

Paul  Goodman 
editedby  Taylor  Stoehr 
FreeUle  Editions,  1977, 

Si  195  each 

When  Paul  Goodman  died  Suddenly  In 
August  1972  his  lame  rested  upon  his 
several  boohs  ol  educational  and  instltu- 
lional  cmic  ism  published  In  the  1980' s, 
I    beginnmgwilhGrow/ngl/p^bjurd  Any- 

{    one  who  read  them  learned  that  he 
possessed  astonishingly  broad  knowl- 
j  edgeforamanof  ourtlmes  .  Hlsinterests 
included  classical  and  modem  literature 
psychoanalysis  and  Gestait  psychology, 
religion,  and  democratic  politics  He  was 
an  anarchist,  a  pacifist,  and  abellever  in 
i  .immunity  A  therapist,  a  husband  and 
|  lather,  and  a  queer  An  avant-garde  story 
|  writer,  playwright  and  novelist,  and  an 
innovative  traditional  poel.  He  called 
himself  a  "man  of  letters  "  By  this  he 
meant,  his  llleran/ executor  and  biogra- 
I  pher,Stoehr,asserts,"lhalhewasaput>- 

llc  thinker,  whose  subject  was  Man  and 
I  whosemedlumwas  language  " 
I      These  three  collecl  ions,  each  intro- 
duced by  a  lucid  and  pertinent  essay 
from  Stoehr,  give  us  Goodman  In  depth 
In  III  i»5  creallve  literary  work  They 
comprise  essays  from  previous  books, 
many  now  out  of  print,  and  a  wealth  ol 
'  material neverbeforecollecledorpub- 
lishod  While  each  volume  Isdlscretely 
enough  literary,  political,  or  psycho- 
logical,  respectively,  Goodman  never 
wrotenarrowly  Anyoneofthethree 
reveals  the  literary  critic,  psychologist 
and  political  thlnker/aclivlal,  and  piques 
I  interest  in  the  olrier  two 

T  ho  major  revelation  lor  me  is  the  brllll- 
anceand  acuity  of  his  literary  criticism 
Glimpses  of  Ihese  qualities  were  given 
Inthe  reviews  —  reprinted  in  Cnsafor 
SplritCome'  —  of  Kerouac's  On  f/ie 
Rood,  Meyer  Levin's  Compulsion  and 
James  Yaf  fe's  Nothing  but  the  Night 
which  were  appended  to  Grow/ngl/p 
Absurd  But  one  must  read  such  theoreti- 
cal essays  as  "The  Meaning  ol  Abstrac- 
tion in  Literature"  and  "Literary  Method 
and  Author-Attitude"  toappreclate  the 

dlscnmlnationol  literary  manners 

I  naturalism,  symbolism,  eipresslonlsm, 
I  cubism  —  Goodman  madeand  that  he 
uses  loproduce  such  superb  reviews. 
Asa  linguistic  critic  otliteratureGood- 
1  man  was.  as  tineas  any  and  lor  my  tasle 
more  warmly  human  than  most  I  find  rl 
hard  to  believe  that  reading  Words- 
worth s  "Resolution  and  Independence" 
always  moved  him  totears.but  his 
I  accountolthegreatRomantic'ssubtlle 

useof  language.  "Wordsworth's 
1  Poems,"  moves  me  tocrles  of  wonder,  as 
Indeed  do  his  remarks  on  Catullus,  or  on 
Hemingway 

The  poll  Ileal  essays  show  Goodman  at 
his  most  familiar  Drawing  the  Line (a\so 
i  thelltleof  his  1962  revision  and  addition 
tothe  May  pamphlet  ol  1945,  wnicn  is 
reprinted  herein  its  original  version) 
automatically  takes  its  place  as  one  of 
the  central  works  in  20th  century  anarch- 
ist literature,  thanks  to  Stoehr-s  thought- 
ful selection  if  you  don't  know  Good- 
man's political  thought,  this  booh  is 
essential  reading,  especially  It  you  think 
you're  any  variety  ol  socialist 

Nature  Metis  contains,  among  the 
thomiesl  pieces  in  any  ol  the  three 
books,  the  beautiful,  lucid,  Inendiy, 
funny,  sane  and  true  "The  Politics  of 
Being  Que«f    It  is. like  nearly  all  of  his 
beat  wt iti  ng  among  the  essays,  late 
I19WI  and  summarizes  his  "queer 
behaviour  and  his  claim  to  the  right  to  it 
andlheirconsequences  Here  are  many 
of  the  essential  tenets  ol  gay  liberation 
the  democratizing  potential  of  promis- 
cuous homose  »  ual  i  ty.  or  (he  way  that 
homoseiuai  acts  can  break  down 
squeami  shnasa  and  moral  nal*  respect 
lor  foolish  laws 

Some  rrfcgrit  hams  trouble  or  quarrel 
wilhhwmatler-of  f  act  comment  -|h» 
Apr*  lira 


Piul  Goodman 

homosexual  part  ol  one's  character  is  a 
survival  of  early  adolescence  anyway  " 
1  But  how  much  of  our  reluctance  to 
regard  homosex  ual  ity  as  adolescent 
residue  springs  trom  mere  ageism? 
Goodman  calmly,  casualty  ("anyway") 
makes  the  point  and  goes  on.  Homosex- 
!  ualltyisanalural.agivenmodeo'behav- 
|  iourtowhichhehasaright  Amen 
Everything  Goodman  wrole  about 
sea  —  and  there  is  much  in  these 
:  books  —  issensibieandradical-lt Is 
1  Interesting  tonotethathisapprecialion 
of  Reich  was  early  and  property  enthus- 
iastic, properly  reserved  (But  his  review 
of  ThoSexual  RevolutlontoitheNew 
Republic  was  first  commissioned  and 
then  turned  down,  and  another  review  lor 
|  Common Sensewas commissioned, 
turned  down,  and  then  confiscated  by 
the  magazine!  |  His  critique  of  Ihe  Neo- 
Freudians,  Fromm  and  Homey,  greatly 
prefigures  Ma  re  use's  In  ErosandClvil- 
iiatlon  Hlslnslstenceupontherightot 
children  to  have  sexual  freedom  Is  admir- 
ably concrete  in  its  elaboration,  scat- 
tered Ihroughout  his  work  on  community 
planning  and  education. 

Finally,  his  recognition  that  the  repres- 
sion of  aggressive  drives  IB  thegreat  psy 
chiatnc  problem  ol  our  times  is  an 
overwhelming  insight  convincingly 
articulated  In  "The  Anti-Social  and 
Aggression''  IromGesfaff  Therapy.  1951 
(!)  This  Is  a  great  contribution  to  psych- 
ology, one  that  parallels  his  work  with 
literary  methods  in  criticism  and  the  May 
pamphlet  in  political  thought 

Goodman  was  a  man  of  letters  indeed. 
Not  only  gay  liberal  Ion  should  be  proud 
to  claim  him  as  a  great  forebear  In  word 
and  deed.  He  will,  I  believe,  eventually 
be  recognized  as  oneol  the  best  and 
mosl  earnest,  most  intelligent  and  pas- 
sionately humane  wnters  in  English  in 
this  century  If  that  recognition  should 
become  general  sooner  rather  than  later, 
ii  will  be  because  of  such  excellent 
books  as  these 

by  Ray  Olson  _ 

We're  Here: 

Conversations  with 

Lesbian  Women 
Angela  Stewart-Park  & 
Jules  Cassidy 
Quartet.  1977,  $5.95 

The  New  Lesbians 

Laurel  Galana  &  Gina  Covina 
Moon  Books,  1 977,  $5.95 

Women  Who  - 
Love  Women 

Tracy  Young 

Pocket  Books.  1977.  $1.95 
A  good  idea  whose  lime  has  come, 
obviously,  is  to  interview  "women  who 
love  women,'  as  one  of  these  books 
coyly  puts  it  Maybe  this  (s  the  latest 
trend  in  gay  publishing,  now  that  the  ae* 
manual  markei  has  caught  up  with 
lesbian  and  gay  sex .  There  are  now  at 
least  three  collections  ol  interviews,  two 
of  them  published  m  the  Untied  Slates 
and  [he  other  in  England 

Though  no  women  under  twenty  or 
much  over  amy  are  included.  We  re 
Here  The  New  Lesbians,  and  Women 


carter,  but  tne  general  purpose  is  ihe 
same  —  simply  to  say  "We'rehare.  "As 
Angata  Stewart  Park  and  J  uk*s  Cassidy 

1     statein  their  introduction 

its  not  iust  our  boo*,  it  belongs  to  all 
lesbians  it  was  produced  lint  tor  them 
We  hope  many  other  people  reman  too. 
Out  its  tor  us  first  and  foremost  because 
we  don't  otten  get  to  read  boons  that 
mention  us  a  t  all,  and  when  we  do  they 
present  us  as  case  histones.  not  people, 
they try  to  lustily  uses  "normal '"{we're 
certainly  not  normal  in  straight 
terminology,  we  have  our  own  very 
distinct  differences  which  we're  proud 
ot),  or  they're  written  purely  to  give  a  sen 
buzz  at  our  expense  Thousands  ot  books 
have  been  written  about  "lesbians"  by 
men.  fantasies  tor  male  initiation.  We 
fee'  that  it  is  important  that  there  should 
be  one  book  somewhere  that  shows 
some  ordinary  lesbians  to  the  world  in  an 
open  and  honest  way  It  doesn't  say  any- 
thing about  lesbians  in  general.  All  that 
one  can  accurately  say  about  lesbians  in 
general  is  that  they  exist 

For  women  in  Ihe  closet,  and  those 
1   wtthliitleornoopportunttytotalkto 
other  lesbians,  it  isa  valuable  service  to 
state  thai  lesbians  exlsl  and  to  Introduce 
I   a  lew  ol  them  For  lesbians  sure  ol  who 
i   they  are  and  where  they  are.  it's  still  Inter- 
esting and  satisfying  —  and  sometimes 
,   enraging  —  toread  theseconversatlons 
and  share  Iheir  joy  and  pain. 

We're  Here  and  The  New  Lesbians  ate 
set  upin  similar  ways,  that  is,  the  inter- 
views are  presented  more  or  less  In  Iheir 
original  question  and  answer  format.  I 
prefer  Ihe  former  collection,  for  several 
reasons  The  most  obvious  one  is  thai 
We'reHere  is  illustrated  and  more 
attractively  designed  There  are  good, 
well-reproduced  black  and  while  photos 
—  byAngelaStewart-ParkandJ  P 
Goodchlld  —  ofeachoftheeleven 
women  Interviewed,  which  addagreat 
dealofhumanlnleresMolhebOok  Illus- 
tration is  hardly  an  essential  leature  for  a 
book  like  this  one  (or  even  desirable  from 
the  point  of  view  ol  many  women  who 
j  wouldprefernottobesoeasilyldenll- 
i  tied),  but  I  like  lo  see  who's  talking, 
■       Apart  from  the  i  Musi  rat  Ions.  I  enjoyed 
this  book  because  the  quest  ions  and 
answers  seemed  more  natural,  less  pro- 
grammed, and  certainly  presented  with  a 
moreopenapproach  UkeCovlnaand 
Galana.  SlewartPark  and  Cassidy 
decided  to  write  the  book  both  for 
personal  and  political  reasons  Bui  it's 
I  mainly  the  personal  sympathy,  humour, 
and  understanding  which  come  through 
in  these  Interviews,  and  which  do  not  in 
The  New  Lesbians.  Thewomenlnter- 
i  viewedinWe'reHererangelromlwenty- 
[  onetofiltyinage.andlncludesuch 
women  as  Jackie  Forster.edi  tor  ol 
;  Sappho,  and  Pat  Arrowsmith.  well  known 
asa  pacifist  and  by  prof essionawnler 
and  painter  There  are  also  less  well- 
known  women,  such  as  Janet  Clarke, 
who  with  her  son  and  daughter  subsists 
on  social  securily  and  shoplifting,  and 
Gerry  Allen-Manson,  who  isa  music 
student  at  Exeter  University.  Bnef , 
matter-of-fact  biographies  iniroduce 
each  woman  interviewed. 

What  put  me  olf  about  The  New 
Lesbians,  by  contrast,  was  Ihe  rather 
earnest  "gee  whiz"  tone  of  the  intro- 
duction and  biographies,  as  well  as  the 
computer  program  approachto  the 


twenty  interviews  The coftvarmaUons 
recorded,  again  witna  wide  range  ol 
women  aged  twenty -on*  to  sixty  two. 
Simpry  flow  lew  easily  and  nelurelly  than 
they  mtght  if  "carefully  worked  out  que* 
tionna*n»s'  had  not  bean  used  Themain 
difference,  though,  between  thia  book 
and  Wer»Mereisth*|p«eudonyms(wilh 
one  except  Ion)  are  used,  and  soma 
editorial  changes  made  -       thosewe 
feel  are  necessary  to  protect  women 
troma  misogynist  world  and  those  which 
are  necessary  loavoidrepetllion  ■  But 
does  Jane  Ru  le.  al  las  Sylvia,  really  need 
protection,  or  in  fact  gel  it.  whan  she's  so 
clearty  identified  in  Ihe  introduction  lo 
theinterview  —  "tnheroartytorlies."  'a 
well-known  novel  1st  and  university 
teacher,"  "enormously  tall"  l  though  not 
agiantess.  which  onemlght  ex  peel  from 
that  description),  living  "on  an  unspoiled 
island  of  British  Columbia"?  And"  Ain" 
is  obviously  Alia  Dobkln.  so  why  not  give 
her  whole  name,  she  apparently  being 
the  one  woman  who  specifically  asked 
lhai  none  of  the  names  or  details  of  Ihe 
interview  be  changed.  Certainly  Jane 
Rule  and  perhaps  many  other  women 
included  in  ihe  book  would  have  made 
the  same  simulation  if  ihey  had  known 
that  pseudonymns  would  be  used  other 

Thesequibbles aside,  TheNew 
Lesbians  is  further  evidence  lhat 
lesbians  exist  and  havea  loi  to  share  with 
ol  her  women.  There  Isa  selected  bibliog- 
raphy al  the  end  which  llstsbooks  for 
further  reading,  probably  especially 
useful  to  women  new  lo  t  he  literature. 

Women  Who  Love  Women  isdifferenl 
from  both  The  Mew  Lesbians  and  We're 
Mete  in  that  the  author,  Tracy  Young,  Is 
not  identified  al  all,  pi  act  ices  tongue-in- 
cheek,  ironic  detachment  in  the  intr o- 
ductlon,  cone  I  us  Ion ,  and  intervening 
text,  and  has  Integrated  her  nineteen 
interviews  inloa  running  narrative  ralher 
1  nan  adopt  l  ng  t  he  quest  ion  and  answer 
lormat .  This  isa  Pocket  Book,  with  the 
splashy,  I  lashy  bl  urbs  common  lo  such 
books:  "a  revealing  and  candid 
ex  pi  oral  Ion  I ";  "women  who  love  women 
openly  discuss,  their  first  gay 
experience;  aggression  and  passivity  in 
lovemaklng,  rote-making  In  lesbian 
relationships,  fidelity  and  promiscuity 
among  women;  gulll;  relationships  with 
men,  parents,  and  families;  romance, 
ideallsmand  reality." 

Thlsisdelinltely  more  titillating  than 
Iheother  two  collections,  though  We're 
Here  has  a  good  picture  Ol  a  large  collec- 
tion of  breasts  on  the  cover,  sol  suppose 
It  wouldquaiify  as  well  for atltillatlon 
award. 

What  Is  also  different  about  this  book, 
besidesits  formal,  is  lhat  the  flippant 
toneol  Ihe  blurbs  Is  reflected  In  the  text. 
Young  herself,  and  most  of  the  women 
shequotes  —  we  aren't  told  whether 
names  used  are  real  or  not  —  come 
across  as  being  over -conscious  of 
talking  loan  audience  panting  lo  read  the 
latest  revelations  about  lesbian  sex. 
Many  of  Ihe  women  quoted,  apparently  In 
their  early  Iwenllestoearly  Utiles,  seem 
ambivalently  lesbian,  unlike  any  of  the 
women  in  the  other  two  books.  This  may 
be  due  to  Youngs  style  and  the 
ambiguity  resulting  from  Ihe  format 
adopted,  bul  it  does  make  the  book  seem 
less  directed  at  lesbians  lhan  al  straight 
women  and  men. 

Whatever  their  respective  merits,  each 
ol  these  books  at  least  shows  lhat  we're 
here. and  talking aboul  it 

by  Jean  Wilson 
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Angel  Dance 

MFBeal 

Daughters,  1977,16.50 

I  Must  Not  Rock 

Linda  Marie 
Daughters,  1977,$6.50 
Nolhingls  more  exhilarating  for  a 
feminist  reader  than  discovering  a 
feminist  writer  who  injects  her  prose 
with  strength,  wit  and  vitality,  as  well  as 
pel  itical  awareness.  MF.Beal  is  such  a 
find  Prior  to  Angel  Dance,  she  has 
wnlfenslofieslor  The  Atlantic  and  New 
America!  Review,  and  twoearller  books, 
Arnazo/tOnefLitlle.Brown,  1975}and 
Safe  House:  A  Casebook  Study  of 
Revolutionary  feminism  In  the  1970's 
(Northwest  Matrix,  1976).  Amazon  One, 
Seal's  first  novel,  is  the  story  of  agroup 
of  radical  activists  involved  inadlsaster 
similar  tolhe  1970  New  York  Town 
House  Explosion,  and  Its  aftermath.  The 
novel  Iracestheactlons  of  the  women 
who  are  members  of  the  underground 
group, exploring  their  past,  their 
revolutionary  consciousness,  and  their 
relationships  with  one  another,  In  a 
gripping,  last-paced  lourdetorce 

Angel  Dance  Is  Seal's  second  novel, 
and.  unfortunately,  doesn't  work  nearly 
as  well.  The  book  Is  labelled  "a  thriller," 
and  thepromise  of  alesblan  feminist 
sampleof  the  genre  Isa  titillating 
prospect.  From  the  first  few  words  we 
find  ourselves  In  the  lamiliar territory  of 
the  no-nonsense,  hard-boiled  detective, 
Ihrown  by  chance  Intoapuzzleof  danger 
and  Inlrigue  But  In  this  case  the  hard- 
boiled  detective  is  a  tough  and  trendy 
ChicananamedKat.  The  potential  victlm- 
cum-mystery  woman  whose  protection 
and  surveillance  become  the  detective's 
jobfthe  familiar  second  ingredient  in  this 
sort  ot thriller)  is  Angel  Stone,  a  beautiful 
and  Intriguing  writer  ot  feminist 
literature.  Kat  follows  Angel  through  the 
political  and  criminal  machinations  of 


the  novel,  becoming  more  and  more 
captivated  by  her  charge  in  the  wry  and 
self -knowing  way  that  Is  traditional  lor 
the  loner  private  eye 

Beal  has  done  a  goodjob  inadapting 
ihe  genre  lo  her  political  purposes,  and  is 
occasionally  adept  at  turning  the  usually 
sexist  male-female  relationshipof  the 
thriller  inside  out .  The  novel  is 
disappointing,  however,  in  Its  attempt  to 
make  the  heroine  a  political 
spokesperson  and  a  representative  of  a 
revolutionary  lifestyle  Theallempt  is 
noble,  but  the  dialogue  and 
characterization  which  were  so 
convincing  in  Amazon  One  become 
trivial,  slereotyped,  and  shallow  in  Angel 
Dance-  And  the  linale  that  attempts  to 
bring  in,  as  the  vl  I  lain,  a  drugs-and- 
eslabiishment  superstructure  is  merely 
confusing.  The  llawsare  unfortunate, 
because  this  is  a  novel  that  should  have 
worked. 

I  Must  Not  Rock  Is  thestory  of  achlid 
who  is  Ihe  victim  of  the  most 
dehumanizing  aspects  of  our  society. 
Born  of  a  mother  who  was  herself 
oppressed  and  a  victim,  Linda  Marie  Is 
physically  abused  and  sexually 
assaulted  from  her  earliest  years.  The 
book  chronicles  her  young  life  through  a 
series  of  foster  homes,  schoolsand 
institutions.  Each  stage  Isa  new  horror 
story.anew  episode  of  brutalization. 
Linda  Mane's  account,  told  in  her  own 
words,  isacombination  of  naivete  and 
Ignorance  of  the  traps  in  which  she  finds 
herself.  At  the  same  timesheexhibits  an 
odd  awareness  which  is  shown  through 
harsh  and  Ironic  humour. 

But  tor  ail  the  ugliness,  cruelly  and 
Injuslicelhat  the  book  describes,  the 
reader  is  left  strangely  detached  from  the 
conditions  of  Linda  Mane's  lite  We  need 
lo  be  moved  and  outraged  by  stories 
suchas  this,  and  this  book  does 
neither.Theauthor's  language  is 
unconvincing  as  the  expression  of  either 
powerless  victim  or  conscious 


interpreter.  The  t 

human  encounters,  whether  hetersenual 

or  homosexual,  are  mindless  and 

cardboard. 

Thetlnal  section  of  Ihe  book  recounts 
Linda  Marie's  marriage,  a  brief  stay  in 
India,  and  return  lo  the  UnltedStates 
where  she  discovers  the  Women's 
Movement  and  new  lesbian 
relationships.  For  all  the  possibilities 
that  Ihey  offer,  in  none  of  these 
experiences  is  thereany  real  insight  or 
substance  Thedescnptionotlifein 
India  is  callow  and  incongruous,  Linda's 
subsequent  life  is  uninteresting,  and  her 
observations  are  preachy  and  empty. 

Both  Angel  Danceand  /  Must  Not  Rock 
are  published  by  Daughters  Publishing 
Company,  a  press  that  provides  an  outlet 
tor  feminist  books  that  would  not  be 
published  by  larger,  establishment 
publishing  houses  Consequenlly.the 
books  published  by  Daughters  are  likely 
to  provide  wider  alternatives  in  content 
and  style.  Bolh  these  books  should  have 
been  written  and  published  —  but  they 
should  have  been  so  much  better.  The 
feminist,  pro-gay.  and  radical  Ideas  that 
they  espouse  deserve  much  more. 

byJeanKowalewsklQ 

Somerset  Maugham 

Anthony  Curtis 

Weidenfield  and  Nicolson,  1977 

Somerset  Maugham 
and  his  World 

Frederic  Raphael 

Thames  and  Hudson,  1977,511. 85 

In  the  last  years  of  his  lite,  Maugham  and 
his  secretary  Alan  Searle,  held  bonfire 
sessions  in  which  they  destroyed 
hundreds  of  letters  and  other  personal 
material.  Maugham  was  anxious  that 
afterhis  death  no  "publishing  scound- 


Wilhelm  von  Gloeden: 

Photographer 

Charles  Leslie 

Soho  Photographic  Publishers, 

NY.  1977,  $11.95 

There  isa  love  Story  in  Ihls  book.  There  Is 
adventure,  sex,  romance;  there  Is  the 
dignified  heroism  of  an  aging  man  facing 
Ihe  madness  of  Fascist  Italy. 

And  there  are  photographs. 

It  Isan  extraordinary  book,  if  you're 
wondering  why  Hollywood  hasn't 
already  planned  Ihe  third  remake,  It's 
because  the  lovers  were  menand  the 
story  itself  has  barely  survived  the 
prudery  and  suppression  of  church  and 
stateand  straight. 

The  text  is  sketchy. The  suppression 
has  worked  to  thai  extent  —  not 
everyone  would  talk,  and  many  ot  those 
whodid  could  not  be  identified. 

The  basics:  Wilhelmvon  Gloeden,  Ihe 
handsome,  aristocratic  son  of  minor 
German  nobility  moves,  for  reasons  of 
heallh,toTaormlna,  a  beautiful,  ancient 

Ihe  coast  of  Sicily.  There,  arouno 
the  turn  off  he  century,  he  begins  a 
hedonistic  goldenllfe  —  simple,  rural, 
buoyed  by  a  consciously  'Hellenic' 
homosexuality  that  swept  up  the  young 
men  of  the  village  into  "nighttime  revels 
behind  the  closed  doors  of  his  villaor  in 
n  meadows  high  above 
the  town." 

most  by  accident  there  isagreat, 
clumsy  view  camera.  And  there  Is 
PancrazioBucini."IIMoro,"the13-yi 


old  peasant  boy  who  became  von 
Gioeden's  lover,  assistant,  companion. 

Together  they  made  over  3,000  images, 
negatives  fixed  on  delicate  glass  plates 
—  theeadytechnologyotphotography. 
Only  about  1 ,000  survive,  and  fewer  than 
atenihof  thoseare  in  this  book. 

They  are  among  Iheearliest  photo- 
graphic images  we  have  that  celebrate 
homosexual  eroticism,  and  lor  that 
reason  they  are  a  rich  and  invaluable 
legacy  and  a  source  of  absolute  delight. 

Theyframethectosettooandlhatalso 
makes  Ihem  truly  ours.  Nothing  happens 
In  Ihese  images  that  would  shock  a  Vic- 


torianeye:  it  is  ancient  Greece,  boys  with 
flutes,  vine  leaves  in  their  hair,  broken 
columns,  the  vast  expanse  of  sea  and 
sky,  the  crumbling  villa.  And  if  a  secret 
look  sometimes  passes  from  boy  to  boy, 
or  if  they  are  standing  as  if,  moments 
before,  they  had  not  been  standing 
apart.. .then  those  whohnew,  knew. 
They  speak  not  only  of  Ihe  gentle 
Hellenism  which  animated  von  Gloeden. 
They  arealso  the  story  of  a  love  affair 
between  a  man  and  a  lown.  By  al  I 
accounts,  von  Gtoeden  was  one  ol  those 
rare  men  who  was  on  equal  terms  with 
princeand  peasant  —  the  town  loved 
him,  supported  him  in  hard  times, 
worked  for  him,  undressed  its  young 
men  tor  him.  He  returned  tolhe  models 
as  a  kind  of  royalty  some  of  the  money  he 
earned  from  the  sale  of  prints:  "...there 
areTaorminese  families  today  who.. .owe 
their  economic  wellbeing  toagrand- 
tatherorgreat  uncle  who  modelled  for 
von  Gloeden." 
Two  thirds  of  those  glass  negatives 

[  did  not  survive  Fascist  Italy.  That  tale, 

j  and  its  heroisms,  form  one  of  thegreat 

i  homosexual  lovestories. 

'  Those  that  remain  "provide  us  wllh  a 
spellbinding  memory  ot  a  moment  in  the 
historyof ...  photography  " 

Andthegiltoterolica  —  closeted, 
formal,  lush,  and  wholly  ours. 

byGerald  Harmon   ] 


rets"  would  write  his  biography  Hislile- 
long  determination  loconceal  hlshomo- 
;  sexualltyextended.itseemed. tothe 

■  timewhenltcouldnolpossiblymatterto     i 

But  il  was  a  vain  hope,  ot  course. 
I  Scoundreisarepubilshingstudlesand       ' 
I  memoirs  that  are  Issuing  from  the  press 
1  not  unlike  the  stream  of  short  stories, 
]  novelsandplayslhat ffowedlrom 
,  Maugham's  own  pen.  Maughamwas 
profitable  then,  and  he  is  profitable  now. 
Among  the  recent  attempts  to  tell  the 
world  about  him  are  two  books  similar  In 
format—  one  by  Anthony  Curtisand  the 
|  other  by  Frederic  Raphael  A  little  bit  ol 
I  biography,  a  lit  tie  bit  of  criticism  and  a  lot 
I  olphotographs.theyseemintendedlor 
I  thecotfee  table,  or  possibly  the  bedside 
I  table. 
i       Not  so  long  ago,  the  subject  ot 

Maugham's  homosexuality  was  usually 
I  eitherptayeddownoravoidedaltc- 

■  gether.  For  instance,  Beverley  Nichols, 
writing  In  1966,  says  that  "the  Master's 
psychological  make-up  —  unless  his 
wholelilewas  spent  behind  a  mask  — 
was  not  predominantly  homosexual." 
Hardly  anyone  believes  that  any  longer, 
and  indeed  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
Beverley  Nichols  himself  really  thoughl 
it  was  true.  Maugham  was  constantly  In 
the  company  of  homosexuals,  trom  the 
early  days  of  Reggie  Turner  and  Norman 
Douglas,  through  the  (airly explicit 
relationship  with  his  "companion" 
Gerald  Haxton,  to  the  succession  of 
attractive  young  men  whowere enter- 
tained all  he  VI I  la  Mauresque  on  thB 
French  Riviera.  In  the  company  of  such 
intellectually  vigorous  and  outspoken 
people,  there  cannot  have  been  much 
concealment,  and  for  the  insider  there 
muslhave  been  plenty  of  evidence  as  lo 
where  Maugham's  real  feelings  lay. 
Beverley  Nichols  must  have  known,  and 
whileone  can  only  speculate  as  to  the 
full  reasons  for  his  smokescreen,  It  Is 
certainly  due  In  part  to  Ihe  social  code  of 
(he day,  onelhat  Maugham  sedulously 
followed  —  it  was  all  right  to  beaut- 
spoken  in  private,  but  thepublic 
pretence  ol  orthodoxy  had  tobe  main- 
tained at  all  costs. 

In  these  days,  however,  no  serious 
student  ol  Maugham  bothers  to  play 
Nichols'  game.  Anthony  Curtis,  In 
Somerset  Maugham,  statesquilebaldly 
that  Maugham  "cannot  have  been  inany 
doubt  about  his  homosexuality."  Yet 
while Curlisacceplslhis  fact  and  seems 
to  be  vaguely  aware  lhat  it  muslhave 
played  a  large  pan  in  Maugham's  life,  he 
does  not  workout  the  implications  of  II. 
Maugham  emerges  from  his  book  as 
someone  very  much  involved  with 
women,  the  relationship  with  Haxton  Is 
passed  over  rather  lightly,  and  the  effect 
of  Maugham's  equivocation  on  his  life 
andon  his  work,  Is  hardlydealtwith.lt  is 
one  thing  to  get  a  critic  toacknowledge 
the  existence  of  homosexuality;  it  is 
quiteanother  to  gel  him  to  understand 
what  that  means. 

With  Frederic  Raphael,  in  Somerset 
Maugham  and  His  World,  ilisadifferent 
matter.  He  takes  account  of  Maugham's 
homosexuality  early  on  in  his  telling  of 
the  life,  gives  it  dueconsideration 
throughout,  and  arrivesat  a  shrewd 
esiimaieof  what  it  did  to  Maugham:  "It 
was  a  flaw  in  him,  at  leasi  in  the  geo- 
graphic sense,  his  homosexuality,  for  il 
tilted  the  landscape  of  his  mind  and  yet 
remained  unacknowledged,  like  that 
fault  lhat  runs  through  San  Francisco 
and  renders  that  elegant  city  so 
dangerous  for  its  inhabitants  that  ihey 
neverspeak  of  it."  Raphael  speculates 
that  Maugham's  inordinate  fear  of  being 
foundout  stemmed  from  his  witnessing 
Ihe  Oscar  Wilde  debacle.  Wilde  was  at 
the  peak  of  his  career  as  a  writer  anda 
dramatist:  Maugham  wasa fiercely 
ambitious  young  man  |usl  beginning 
exactly  the  same  career.  He  saw  only  too 
clearly  what  England  could  do  to  queers. 
Raphael  deals  with  the  resulting 
hypocrisy  wllh  the  right  mixture  of 
censure  and  understanding:  "The  long 
shadowof  Oscar  Wilde  lay  across  his 
lite. Though  he  was  toentertain  many 
homosexuals  at  the  Villa  Mauresque..,, 
he  never  made  any  suggestion,  however 
impersonal,  that  the  brutal  English  laws 
against  homosexual  praclices  should  be 
repealed  or  altered  Reformers  solicited 
his  helpin  vain."  However,  while  Raphael 
takesaccouni  of  the  fact  that  Maugham 
'  was.  louse  his  own  words, '■three- 
April  1978 
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Toronto  Llfs  Is  trendy  Homemoker's 
:   M»gazlnelsmo3tlyrecipesandcoupons 
and  goes  out  tree  lo  mtddleclass  door- 
steps. In  Match  both  mags  ran  tea  lures 
on  homosexuality  Gulr  which  was  the 
least  gay- positive? 

Answer  Life  wins,  handsdown.  John 
Hofsess's  article  Is  billed  on  the  cover  as 
"TheSecretWorldoltheGayCrulsIng 
Scene,"  In  the  contenisas  "Cruising  (of 
Trouble,"  and  over  the  article  llselt  as 
"Looking  (or  Mr.  Gaybar:  young 
stptolted  and  homosexual;  case 
histories  within  the  feal  body  politic." 
Hofsess's  article  is  not  so  sleazy  as 
these  billings  suggesi,  but  it  begins  with 
aluridnear-sulclde  scene  and  manages  a 
bevy  o' anll-movemenl  slaps  along  the 
way.  Hotsess,  who  has  written  well  on 
Jane  Ruleas  a  lesblanauthor,  seems  to 
takeGulllverlnBrobdlgnagashlsstylls- 
tlc  mode:  close-up  after  close-up  o(  wart 
after  wart. 

•'Women  Loving  Women"  by  Bonnie 
Kreps  I  n  Homemaker's  is  about  as  pro- 
lesblan  as  you  can  gel  without  giving  real 
(aces  to  lesbians  and  the  lesbian  move- 
ment. They've  all  been  filtered  out. 
K/eps's  conclusion;  "Heterosexual  I  ty  is 
achoice.  When  it  becomes  an  institu- 
tion, li  becomes  harmful;  and  when  It 
becomes  a  personal  compulsion,  it's  a 
disease."  Like  that?  Write  Homemaker's 
at  2300  Yonge  St,  Toronto,  M4P 1E4. 
The  Globe  and  Mall.  Barbara  Jaf  fe  Inter- 
viewed Michael  Lynch  about  gay  fathers 
on  March  30.  "Agreeing  to  be  Interviewed 
was  risky."  Lynch  told  us  later,  "as  it 
always  is  with  the  straight  media.  Her 
questions  weresohosllle  I  spent  the  two 
hours  challenging  most  ol  them."  But         I 
still,  he  said,  the  story  was  distorted  to 
match  some  Globe  prejudices. 

"For  example,  Jaffeaskedlf  my 
gayness  wouldn't  cause  my  son 
problems  and  make  him  bitter.  I  replied 
thai  If  hegrew  up  with  any  bitterness,  I'd 
hope  If  would  be  against  asexist  society. 
She  printed  (heanswer  without  the  con- 
text., and  someone  chose  that  to  be  Ihe 
Interview's  key  theme  when  he  wrote  the 
photocaptlon."Thecaptlon  read:  "Trans- 
mitting 'bitterness  against  a  sexist 
society.'" 

"Likewise,"  he  went  on.  "I  spoke  of  my 
continuing  love  tor  and  friendship  with 
rnywHe.andoursharlnglnchildrearing. 
Jafleused  one  word,  'estranged,'  to 
describe  our  relationship:  adtstort Ion 
that  approaches  talslty,  made  to  per- 
petuate the  notion  that  gay  men  aredls- 
lantlrom  women." 

"Finally."  Lynch  said,  "Jaffa  was  in 
error  locall  me  a  'youthful  37."  In  (acl,  I'm 
asenescent33." 

About  Iwlceyearly,  the  grey  old  New  York 
Times  Magazine  runsa  homosexuality 
feature.  Twice  they've  been  line:  on  the 
Matlovlch  hearings,  and  on  theHouston 
Women's  Conference. 

On  March  12,  however.  I hey  hit  a  low 
only  bottomed  by  their  Anne  Roiphe 
slander  ol  lesbianism  on  a  women's 
campus.  The  authors  this  time,  Grace 
and  Fred  M.  Hechlnger,  flaunt  their 
heterosexual  marriage  In  the  very  byline 
and  write  with  the  "we"  of  lotal  net- 
couple  agreement.  With  high  solemnity 
they  describe  how  rough  it  is  tocome  out 
on  campuses  today,  whal  a  disadvantage 
it  is  to  be  gay,  how  expert  shrinks  deal 
with  the  problem,  etc.  Their  six  months 
ot  on-campus  research  seems  to  have 
been  spenl  wl  th  deans,  psychologists, 
psychiatrists,  and  sociologists.  Oh,  and 
one  named  gay  person. 
K  the  Hechlngers  had  been  report  ing 
i  the  experiences  o(  campus  blacks  a 
decade  ago  they'd  have  made  all  their 
appolntmeniswithwhltechaplalns. 

McCall's.  Ears  tuned  loan  eager markei, 
Graceand  Fred  did  It  again  this  month. 
"Should  Homosexuals  Be  Allowed  to 
Teach?"  they  ask.  The  answer  ts  yes  — 
as  long  as  the  students  don't  know.  One 
of  those  yesses  that  means,  you  know, 

18/ Body  Politic 


Donahue's  Show.  On  March  28 the  Oade 
County  Greens  appeared  on  Buffalo's 
sensational  is  tic  Channel  7  talks  how. 
Mrs  Green  deplored  the  sag  in  her  artis- 
tic engagements  since  her  anti-gay 
campaign,  but  saw  Ihe  cloud'soh- so- 
silver  lining:  over  $17  million  collected 
thus  (ar  to  (Inance  an  independent 
Bryant  TV  network.  She  plans  toban, 
from  her  network,  all  those  "ultra-liberal" 
media  persons  who  were  educated,  she 
said,  In  the  same  schools  as  today's  mili- 
tant gays. 

National  Review.  William  F  Buckley's  un- 
official organ  ot  American  Conservatism 
got  in  on  Ihe  act  by  giving  its  cover  article 
of  March  17  toa  "Symposium"  on  "Gay 
Rights  and  Conservative  Politics."  Jour- 
nalist Jere  Real  takes  a  rational  and  poli- 
tically astute  line.  He  is  obviously  neither 
f  rightened  nor  repelled  by  homo- 
seyuality,  and  thus  capable  of  clear- 
headed statements:  "All  the 'gay' 
teachers  in  the  world  proclaiming  their 
sexuality  to  their  classes  daily  would 
not  serve  to  'recruil'  asingle  hetero- 
sexual youth  to  their  ranks."  Real's  fear 
is  that  a  conservative  stralegyol  antigav- 
ness  would  radicalize  the  average  con- 
servative gay  person  enough  tocatapult 

"It  could  antagonize  as  many  as  it  would 
attract."  M  J  Sobran  Jr argues  for  the  flip 
side.  He  waves  "farewell  to  nuance"  if 
gay  rights  succeed,  warns  against  mili- 
tant "capital-M  Minorities  and  blames 
the  black  rights  movement  for  the 
current  uproar  over"civil  rights." 


Newsweek.  Journalist  David  Gel  man 
reported  In  the  March  27  issue  that  a  new 
book  from  the  Klnsey  Institute  will 
dispell  many  myths  about  gay  llleand 
assert  the  wide  range  of  variations 
among  homosexual  lives.  The  book,  by 
Bell  and  Weinberg,  will  show  that  homo- 
sexuals are  largely  well-adjusted  and  nof 
the  supersexual  beings  o(  popular  myth. 
But  Gelman  turns  predictably  to  what  he 
calls  "the  furious  debate"  raging  on  [he 
question.  In  case  you  thought  that 
merely  publishing  Ihe  truth  would  kill  ihe 
heterosexual  myths  and  hegemony, 
Gelman  concludes  with  assurance  that 
"there  is  enough  ambiguity  in  the  data 
for  both  sides  to  hurl  at  one  another  in  a 
prolonged  and  inconclusive  war." 
Now,  who's  prolonging  that  war? 

Ontario  Educational  Communications 

Authority.  When  OECA  invited  Claire 
Hoy  to  debate  the  issue  of  gays  as  teach- 
ers on  TV  Ontario  back  in  January,  they 
did  not  invite  a  gay  teacher  lo  debate 
against  him.  Terry  Phillips  of  Ihe  Ontario 
Gay  Teachers'  Caucus  and  John  Lee  o( 
theGay  Academic  Union  were,  tokenly, 
permitted  to  make  a  (ew  commentsas 
telephone  callers-in.  The  station  offered, 
at  the  end  ol  the  program,  a  "resource 
list"  dealing  with  the  issue  Among  the 
items  suggested  were  news  stories  by 
Hoy  from  the  TorontoSun  and  by  Toronto 
Star  religious  editor  Tom  Harpur,  inter- 
viewing Anita  Bryant.  No  item  (rom  the 
gay  press  was  mentioned.  No  gay 
teachers  writing  about  theircareers  were 
mentioned. 

If  you  want  their  bibliography,  and 
want  to  complain  against  theirsilencing 
ofthevolcesmostdirectlyinvolvedinthe 
debate,  write  to:  Speaking  Out,  Audience 
Relations,  Box  200,  Station  Q,  Toronto 
M4T2T1.D 


quarters  queer."  he  Is  aware  that  It  was 
only  three-quarters.  He  argues 

ngly  that  Maugham's  relat  ion- 
ship  with  his  wife  Syria  was  much  more 
subtle  than  some  commentators  have 
suggested  It  was  more  than  social 
camouflage  or  an  attempt  at  conformity 
In  books  as  briel  as  these  two,  it  would 
be  impossible  lor  any  author  toanalyse 
the  lull  implications  of  Maugham's 
homosexuality  on  his  life  and  his  work. 


game,  bridge 
Such  a  task  needs  a  full-length  biog- 
raphy. We  can  only  hope  lhal  Maugham's 
tuture  biographers  will  lake  a  lesson 
(romacomparison  of  Curt  is  and  Raphael 
and  will  see  that  Ihe  latter  is  on  the  right 
track. 

The  book  by  Curtis  is  the  handsomer 
of  the  two.  The  photographs  are 
impressive  in  quality  and  more  to  Ihe 
point  in  illustrating  Maugham's  tife.They 
include  a  splendid  photographic  portrait 
of  a  monoc  led  Maugham  as  well  as  a 
revealing  selection  from  Ihe  eighteen  dif- 
ferent portraits  painted  by  Maugham's 
friend,  Gerald  Kelly.  The  pictures  In 
Raphael's  book,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
often  peripheral  (a  poster  advertising  a 
cross-channel  steamer,  for  Instance,  or  a 
pictureof  a  prehistoric  monster  sent  lo 
Wilde  by  way  of  insult).  The  print  is 
irri  lalmgly  tiny,  and  the  aul  hor's 
epigrams  are  sometimes  a  little  loo 
tawdry.  Bui  Raphael  understands  more, 
and  his  remarks  slay  with  the  reader  At 
one  point,  talking  of  Maugham's  writing, 
he  says:  "He  lived  a  life  in  translation;  he 
did  it  brilliantly,  but  thai  is  what  hedid." 
This  incisive  summing-up  applies  not 
only  to  Maugham,  buttolhelileofany 
concealed  homosexual 

by  Peter  Millard  □ 

Journals: 

Early  Fifties,  Early  Sixties 
Allen  Ginsberg 

ed.  Gordon  Ball 

Grove  Press,  1977,  $10.00 

Tennessee  Williams' 
Letters  to  Donald 
Windham 
1964-1965 

ed.  Donald  Windham 

Holt,  Rinehart  &  Winston,  1977, 

$10.00 

1977  was  the  year  for  publication  of 
private  documents  —  correspondence, 
diaries,  and  journals  galore  from  the  fa- 
mous and  those  presuming  lo  fame  — 
to  titillate  and  in  a  few  cases  to  genuine- 
ly entertain  and  inform.  Our  interest  in 
the  major  offerings  of  the  year  caused 
some  books  to  be  overlooked.  Two  such 
books  are  Journals  Early  Fifties  Early 
Sixties  from  Allen  Ginsberg  and 
Tennessee  Williams'  Letters  to  Donald 
WinoTtam  edited  by  Donald  Windham. 

Mr  Windham  is  a  novelisi  and 
erstwhile  playwrighl  of  less  distinction 
than  his  colourful  pen-pal  and  most  of 
the  letters  here  were  written  when  the 
two  were  working  together  on  a  play, 
"You Touched  Me."  Not  a  particularly 
successful  collaboration,  it  seems  to 
have  effectively  ended  real  friendship 
between  the  two  men  though  the  pre- 
tense of  affection  remained  lor  some 

As  an  editor,  Windham  is  nol  willing 
to  limit  himself  fo  establishing  pertinent 


facts  and  chronology,  but  Is  more  con- 
cerned with  directing  our  estimation  ot 
Williams' character  In  truth,  Windham 
has  an  axe  to  grind  and  does  so 
blatantly. 

In  the  Introduction  we  are  told  thai 
"anyone  who  wants  lo  gel  an  idealized 
and  simplified  portrait  of  Tennessee 
Isn't  going  to  find  It  here"  and  Ihere  fol- 
towsan  extraordinarily  simplistic 
discussion  of  Williams  using  psycho- 
logical jargon  with  much  emphasis  on 
"transference"  and  the  like  Elsewhere 
Windham  calls  Williams  a  Don  Juan,  not 
of  love,  but  of  friendship.  One  of  his 
footnotes  Is  an  exclamation  point. 

Windham  believes,  and  some 

have  agreed,  lhat  fhese  let- 
ters show  Williams  lobe  sellish,  base, 

inded  and  exploitative.  He  may 
be  correct  in  his  analysis  of  William's 
character  but  Ihe  high  slake  he  has  in 
being  proved  blameless  himself,  makes 
him  less  than  convincing. 

Contrary  lo  Windham's  intentions 
this  book  will  not,  I  think,  cause  Wll- 

any  lasting  embarassmenl  nor  will 
it  discredit  him  Unfortunately,  Windham 
has  sullied  his  own  name  by  this  petty 
effort.  Williams,  as  we  learned  In  his 
Memoirs,  can  be  enormously  funny  and 
sexy. and  that  is  the  redeeming  fealure 
of  this  first  published  collectlonof  his 
letters. 

If  Ihe  reasons  for  publishing  the 
Willlams/Wlndham  letters  embarrass, 
the  Ginsberg  Journals  confuse  us.  Cer- 
tainly Ginsberg  Is  not  a  poet  past  his 
prime,  desperate  to  publish  anything.  His 
poems  of  the  past  live  or  six  years  have 
beenamong  the  best  he  has  ever 
written.  He  continues  to  amuse  us  and 
stir  us.  Then  why  publish  this  confused 
and  confusing  collection  ol  jottings? 

Composed  of  records  of  his  dreams 
(only  his  analyst  could  really  care),  first 
drafts  of  poems,  private  musings,  and 
Iravel  journals,  there  is  no  literary  or  In- 
tellectual focus.  Editor  Gordon  Ball's 
twenty  pages  of  "reader's  guide"  does 
not  make  things  any  more  decipherable. 
Ginsberg's  tendency  to  gel  scattered 
seems  the  only  ruling  principle. 

On  the  back  flap  ol  the  book  cover 
there  is  a  charming  photograph  ol  Gins- 
bergand  his  editor  standing  side  by 
side  staring  at  the  camera.  They  look 
good  together,  friends,  and  while  It's  a 
warming  image,  it  may  be  what's  wrong. 
An  editor  with  any  degree  of  objectivity 
about  his  author  would  have  known  lhat 
these  journals  do  not  have  the 
substance  to  stand  on  their  own. 

While  they  have  importance  to 
Ginsberg  himsell  and  probably  to  a  few 
graduate  students  and  have  undoubted 
archival  value,  thai  is  all.  Go  back  to 
Kaddish;  it's  a  much  better  read. 

by  Paul  F.  PearceQ 


Pink  Satin  Bombers: 

An  Evening  of  Faggot  Theatre 

SI  Paul's  Centre,  Toronto 

The  Pink  Satin  Bombers'  "Evening  of 
Faggot  Theatre"  is  the  most  successful 
leap  into  popular  entertainment  that 
seductive  duo  of  poll  tics-and-art  has 
madeinyears.  It's  happier  work,  but  the 
Bombers' cutting  edge  within  gay 
culturecan.lthink.be  creatively  equated 
with  iheedgeofBrechtin  Berlin.  Howls 
of  recognition,  moments  of  sarcastic 
pain.  A  remarkably  Ironic  edge, 
considering  the  force  of  the  statements 
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The  revue  form  car  afow  * 
pertorrnance  lo  be  wary  acoa— Wa 
without  be<ng  at  all  dumb  In  making 
moat  erf  iherr  long  statements  tn  snort. 
•harp  butt*.  the  Bornbers  provoke 
leugntsi  r  mi  often  nuns,  but  more  of  ton 
reinforces  an  enthusiasm  lor  the  values 
of  bright  and  a/hcu  lale  gay  life. 
The  clear  sense  ol  tha  enemy 
maintained  throughout  is  sohaned 
because  tha  people  portraying  the 
enemy  are  so  lovable  they  are  playing 
you  or  ma  tn  the  next  scene,  as  their 
commant  range*  across  our  complex 
lives  The  plays  *ere  written  from 
improvise  I  ion.  and  the  personalities  of 
Ihe  pieyer*  are  inextricably  tied  into  the 
many  personalities  I  hey  play 

The  sim  Bombers  dress  Identically,  In 
tXackTshirts  and  loose  white  pants  — 
what  they  do  on  stage  touches 
everything  from  mimeiwhether  simple 
stage  "business   or  developed  dance 
movement)  to  virl  ual  slapstick:  their 
siagework  Is  very  highly  polished, 
especially  in  hghi  of  the  enormous  and 
diverse  energies  required  ol  allot  the 
player* 

In  twenty-three  separate  scenes  In 
Ihieeacls,  the  Bombers  covers  lot  of 
ground  The  first  aclillumlnatesa  night 
oulandamornlng  alter,  Ihe  third  isa 
short  play  about  live  (then  at*)  faggols. 
The  second  acl  is  a  capsule  history  ol  a 
sex  life,  told  In  twelve  vignettes  The  lirsl 
scene,  of  three  young  boys  giggling, 
tickling,  and  playfully  masturbating,  and 
"playgroup  worker  disciplining  them,  13 
remarkable  —  nol  only  for  exposing 
patterns  of  anlisoxual  socialization,  bul 
also  because  the  scene  is  oof  cloying 
These  adult s-as  infants  succeed  as 
theatre  and  truly  entertain 

In  the  scene  that  follows,  we  see 
where  that  scolded  sexuality  can  turn  up 
years  later,  inan  ad  for  "dynamic 
tension"  ex  ere  I  so  s  The  salesman 
strokes  his  muscles  and  poses  his 
proportions  In  an  elaborate  tease,  as  he 
oxtolls  the  virtues  ofhiaexercise 
programme  —  which,  (or  all  Ihe  wrong 
philosophical  reasons,  has  of  course 
made  him  wonderfully  attractive, 

The  Bombers  refuse  to  shy  away  from 
expressing  sexuality,  no  mallet  where 
and  when  it  crops  up  They  embrace 
"difference"  asa  moral  necessity,  with 
intelligence  and  good  gay  sense  And 
Ihey  are  very  lunny  Indeed 

"An  Evening  of  Faggot  Theatre"  is  Ihe 
very  best  gay  theatre  around.  They  will  be 
In  New  York  from  mid-April  lo  Ihe  end  of 
May,  at  ihe  Performance  Garage.  Tell 

VH1I    Kll.'llll-i 

byGordonMontedor: 


Marlene,  Marlene 

Jiri  Schubert  and  Byron 

Schubert's  Cabarel 

Toronto 

Probably  because  II  was  dismissed  by 

most  reviewers  as  (yet  another)  I  oray  Into 

pre-Nazl  German  decadence,  Marten*, 

Marlenels  not  attracting  the audienoe  If 

should. 

Granted  it's  a  confusing  show  which 
attempts  loo  much  A  retrospective  of 
1930's  songs  presented  In  the  style  and 
atmosphere  ot  a  sleazy  Berlin  club  oil 
New  Year's  Eve,  1932,  would  have  been 
enough,  BulJir.Schubert  has  more  f 
mind  Borrowing  heavily  from  Cabarm, 
he  uses  the  club  as  a  metaphor  tor  G*- 
man  society  and  indicts  theaudienoi's 
desire  for  'stars"  through  his  deliberate- 
ly grotesque  charactenzat  ions.  Theieed 
tor  "goddesses"  such  as  Marlene  Dieftch 
who  will  transport  us  out  Ol  our  oppres- 
sion is  not  far  removed,  he  suggests  J, 
tromacceplanceof'  gods    suchas  . 
Hitler  Theconnectlonmaybesirair»#o 
but  II  certainly  isn't  superficial  Yes,  fills 
show  is  relentlessly    meanm;' 

Bui  that  doesn't  mean  il  isn't  entot- 
svnlng.  or  that  it  doesn't  deserve  an . 
audience  Themuslcisamemcarjie 
mii  0*  Brecht  and  Weill  with  new  sorejs 
endow  standards  TheperformersaBack 
their  malarial  with  ebraah self 
confidence  ably  served  by  Schubert's 
aggressive  stegi  rvg,  which  move*  them 
mand  through  ihe  audience  Dorothy 
^•te  <*e>l  deserves  her    underground 
reputat  ion  as  a  nvj  steal  acireu  oi  f  lair 
andrjanng  Shedoeen  iso  much  sing  to 
an  audhance  aa  she  seduces  it,  (hen 
AfVNtfW 


stings  it  with  a  slap  in  the  face  Shawn 
Lawrence  and  Bitty  Mitchell  work  with 
her  well,  though  we  see  too  much  of 
them  m  the  lirsf  hall,  and  not  enough  in 
(he  second  Theciubissuitabtygnfty  <f 

not  downnght  grotty 

Perhaps  the  real  audiencetho  show 
lacks  is  a  gay  one  —  or.  at  least  a  gay 
male  one  (Not  that  the  show  is  overtly 
sexist,  but  the  reliance  on  crass- 
dressing,  typical  of  German  cabarel  Of 
ihe  period,  might  turn  women  off  1 
Certainly  the  show  speaks  to  our  anger 
and  frustration,  as  wen  as  our  humour 
Watching  alpresumably)s(raighl  man 
turn  away  mdisgusl  as  Billy  Milchellal- 
temptedto  sing  him    You're  the  Cream  in 
My  Coffee.'  I  realized  that  he  could  have 
been  a  reviewer  I'msurehewouid  have 
panned  the  show.  Which  gives  us  all 
more  reason  logo. 

by  Re 


The  Island 

At  hoi  Fugard 

Toronto  Workshop  Productions 

If  only  to  remind  us  thai  there  are  other 

battles  being  fought,  Alhot  Fugards  The 
is/and  is  worth  seeing  A  study  ol  Iwo 
black  men  imprisoned  in  a  tiny  cell  off 
thecoast  of  Africa,  the  play  isacry  of 

anger  and  ol  pain  11  is  also  a  celebration 
of  those  who  maintain  iheir  honour  at  all 


But  Calvin  Butler's  recent  staging  of 
the  play  is  more  than  a  reminder  of  the 
injustices  Ot  apartheid  HisstarVly 
beautiful  production  demonstrates  thai 
true  anistry  can  be  achieved  in  the 
pursuit  ot  political  action  Preceding  the 
lexl  of  (he  play  wit  h  an  agonizing  mime 
that  illustrates  ihe  meaningless  labour 
the  prisoners  are  forced  lo  endure,  Butler 
setsup(heplay'steachingpolnt  —  that 
m  oppressed  groups,  power  is  gained 
through  unity.  He  also  achieves  a 
memorable  image  ol  men  separated  in 
struggle  but  united  in  spirit  Lighting  his 
actors  Individually  on  either  side  of  the 
stage,  he  casts  their  shadows  onagiant 
screen  placed  midstage  at  the  back  As 


shaoows  swell  inloone,  suggesting  the 
bond  tha  I  their  jailers  are  unable  lo 
break  Its  pure  theatre  simple,  silent  and 

Similarly  strong  are  (he  pert ormances 
ot  Phil  Akin  and  Henry  Gomez.  Their 
commitmeni  lo  their  characters  moved 
many  in  the  audience  to  (ears  Their 
generosity  toeach  other  as  actors  lent  a 
gentleness  and  compassion  to  Fugards 
words  and  an  agonizing  depth  lo  the 
play's  conclusion  in  which  their  final 
separation  is  imminent 

Those  who  argue  that  the  fusion  ot  an 
and  politics  is  impossible  would  be  hard 
pressed  lo  explain  ihe  power  of  this 
show 
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And  you  thought 

we  published  a  magazine 


Indeed  wedo  But  Pin* 

mangle  Prest  doe*  a  lot  more 

T-fletfyPwir-e 

Typeset  ting  equipment  has 

allowed  us  lo  do  design  and 

typesetting  lor  many  move- 

»s  you  can  see 

Tii"  Canadi  jn  Gay  Aicnives 

'i  almost 

■    ■ 
pasiyesr  linowpublishesa 
newsletter  and  recently  loaned 

I  ho  Tcront  o  Ai  ea  Arc  hi  vi  st  s 
Group  wheieit's  been  busy 
spreading  (he  not  Ion  ol  gay 

history 


Toronto  -  Resolved  thai  Ihe 
ngh  I  s  ol  homoae  ■  ua  I*  should 
be  protected  by  Unv  —  and  won 
In  Ihe  same  month  he 
'debated  Dane  Hoy  on  CSC 
television  Other  collective 

Ottawa  M011.: 


lot  moro  than  put  ou  I  a  news- 
"■1  Hhenyoudonalolo 

'•■then  supporting 
Canada's  largest  o>.,  i  ■ 

"■■nations  during  (he 

1  i-.i  irn.  1    ,1    ,1     1.  ,  ,.■  .-.i|  . 
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worlh  supporting,  please  give 
Qenorously 

■ 


PROTEST 
FORiDAMEN 


NotoClae-eHoy 
and  meosa  bigotry 
*s  to  job  security  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men 


JR.-  eBCHRISTOPHER 


iERWOOD 


The  8oo>  Pofrlrc  is  a  mem- 
ber of  1  he  Canadian  Periodical 
Publishers  Assoc  tat  ion  along 
withmore  than  ISO  other  maga- 

■-    fcoosedihaitne 
Association  ca:i  r«  (he  repeal 

■ 
■    ■ 
country  Asa'esu-i  IheCPPA 
nes  taken  thai  stanc  , 
the  fight  against  censorship 

Dunrtg  the  last  year .  TSP  rias 
donated  almost  (3000  won  n  or 
advert  isrng  to  gay  groups  ana 
■   i.  a -d 'or  door  to 

door  denvery  o)  election  maie> 
•at  to>  ihe  Coalition  lor  Gay 
Rights  during  the  last  election 

In  November  Gerald 
Harmon  participated  <n  a 
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I  I  warn  to  help  you 

■  keep  those  goodies  coming! 

fj  Here'smydonation  % 

I  Sendareceiptandaitttteihankyouto 


■  9end  to  Are.  Tnanpw  Pi.        K)  ho.  ttt  Station 

■  laoMOninwiu  g 
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OUR  IMAGE 


The  Other  Cheek 

Michael  Riordon 

CSC  Radio  (Winnipeg),  Roundabout 
Michael  Riordon's  short  radloplay  The 
Other  Cheek  must  have  startled  a  lew 
Salurday-af  ter noon  listeners  toCBC 
Wi  n  nipeg's  comm  u  nlty-news  show 
Roundabout  in  February.  Instead  of  the 
usualchiichai  aboul  art  exhibitions  and 
Ukrainian  dance  festivals,  they  found 
themselves  listening  loa  hard-hitting 
piece  of  gay  propaganda  which  ended 
with  something  like  a  call  lo  arms  lor  gay 
people.  Riordon  was  lucky.  Ihe  show 
probably  caught  a  lot  of  people  who 
wouldn't  ordinarily  listen  toaradtoplay. 

Gavinand  Eric  have  moved  tosome- 
where  in  rural  southern  Manitoba  to 
escape  the  hassles  of  cl  ty  llfe.On 
Hallowe'en  night  they  are  subjected  loa 
seriesofatlacks  from  unseen  local 
homophobes.  Including  thepalnting  of 
"QUEERS"  on  their  roof  and  Ihe  severing 
of  iheirpower  lines.  Gavin  represents  the 
moderate  gay  activist  whoaims  for  com- 
promlseand  accommodation.  Eric  is  Ihe 
bellgerent  revolutionary  wfiowanlsto 
return  society's  violence  with  violence. 
Riordon  manipulates  the  listener's  res- 
ponse, firsllosympaihize  with  Gavin's 
lurn-the-olher-cheek  policy,  and  then 
gradually  to  reject  i i  as  thecruelty  and 
meanness  of  Ihe  attacks  mount.  In  the 
final  moments  of  the  play  Ihe  dangerous 
weakness  of  Gavin's  position  is 
suggested  with  Ihe  revelation  thai  the 
homophobes  have  killed  the  couple's  pet 
goat  —  an  act  which  Riordon  nodoubi 
wants  us  to  see  as  symbolic  of  the  fale 
of  all  those  minorities  who  passively 
accept  their  scapegoat  status 

If  wasn't  a  very  subtle  play,  but  it  had 
the  vigor  and  lo-the-poinlnessof  the  best 
agit-prop  theatre.  Such  Iheatre  Is 
successful  Insofar  as  it  changes  the 
atlitudes  of  Its  audience,  and  il  is 
unlikely  that  many  of  Ihe  unsuspecting 
groupof  Maniiobans,  straight  and  gay, 
who  happened  to  be  tuned  In  to  theshow 
failed  tobe  shaken  by  the  bitterness  and 
strength  of  Rlordon's anger, 

by 'Doug  Harrison' Q 


f  male  legs  sprawling  out  from  behinda 
r  frame  and  is  captioned 
"Marchera....  marchers  pas,"  a  pun  on  the 
discreet  way  of  asking  If  someone  is  gay. 
"Does  he  walk. ...  or  doesn't  he?jAbold 
but  simple  poster  for  the  Androgyny 
Bookslore,  Incorporating  the  pink 
triangle  in  its  design,  is  a  reminder  that 
the  gay  artist  often  has  a  vital 

■  contribution  tomaketoourday-to-day 

,  struggles. 

Claude  Lacasse's  colour  photographs 
presentawhole  gallery  of  portraits  of 
participants  in  fast  Hallowe'en's  drag 
party  at  the  Bellevue,  an  ebullient  East 

,'  End  tavern.  Far  from  a  freak  show. 

I  Lacasse's  work  captures  both  the 
vulnerability  and  thedlgnityof  his 

I  subjectsas  they  pose  for  his  lens,  singly 
or  In  groups,  with  matter-of-fact 
openness  One  photo  captures  a  reveler 
in  front  of  a  life-size  Playgtrlt oldoul  and 
Iheieby  makes  an  incisive  comment  at 
the  same  lime  Drag  is  a  highly  visible 
element  in  Monlreal  gay  culture; 
Lacasse.  avoiding  polemics,  provides  a 
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Atelier-Galerie  Laurent  Tremblay, 

Montreal 

Oneof  the  Indirect  by-producls  of  (he 
posl-Truxx  gay  renascence  In  Montreal 
was  a  gay  men's  art  show  in  March  al  the 
small  Galerie  Laurent  Tremblay  In  Ihe 
East  End. 

The  ten  artists  who  brought  their  work 
together  for  the  show  varied  widely  In 
Iheir  choice  of  mediaandsubjecls.  This 
diversity  was.  however,  an  aspect  of  the 
onlyrealunityintheshowfotherthanthe 
gayness  of  the  artists):  for  all  ihe  range 
on  display,  one  thing  that  was  almost 
unanimous  was  the  indifference  to  Ihe 
official  media  and  styles  of  the 
Establishment-Abstractionist  circuit. 
Crafts  were  refreshingly  Inevidence. 
The  most  interesting  works  In  the 
showcomblned  sharp  social  perceplion 
with  subtlety  and  wit.SergeFiselle, 
whose  medium  is  ceramics,  filled  his 
corner  with  clever  sculptural  puns,  ironic 
comments  on  some  of  the  treasures  of 
the  Quebecois  gay  vernacular  One  piece 
entitled "Yas-tuvule  lunch?  "(Didyou 
see  his  basket?",  literally,  "Did  you  see 
his  lunch?")  was  a  flawless  reproduction 
of  ablacktlnlunchpail.  Another,  called 
"Unebonne  bone,"' ("A  good  lay," 
literally,  "A  good  boot.")  is  exactly  that  a 
fine.tallFrye. 

Conrad  Reny  is  heading  forcefully  In  a 
simila/direclionwithhisskillful.  bright 
silkscreens  Some  are  angry,  for  example 
a  cool  grey  nude  over  which  the  deeper 
blue  Montreal  police  star-logos  is 
menacingly  superimposed.  The  title  Is 
Grossiere  indecence  ..lapolicevellle" 
("Grossindecency  —  oneof  the Trux* 
charges—  thepolicearewatching."). 
Others  are  more  whimsical:  a  quiet 
pastel  apartment  scape  discovers  a  pair 
April  1978 


Two  Bellevue  celebi  anls  by  Claude 


sensitive,  honest,  and  vividdocumenl  of 
this  reality. 

Onethlng  that  was  surprising  in  Ihe 
show  was  the  comparatively  low  profile 
oferoticart  —  surprislngat  least  lo 
Ihose  who,  like  a  friend  of  mine, 
expected  little  more  than  a  gallery  full  of 
phalluses.  In  facl  only  one  of  the 
exhibitors  seemed  restricted  to  this 
Inspiration,  regrettably  in  this  case. 
Perhapsafufure  show  will  cover  this 
curious  gap. 

TheGaieite's  Virginia  Nixon,  the  only 
Montreal  critic  to  review  Ihe  show, 
complained  thai  Ihe  exhibits,  apart  fromt 
the  work  of  FisetteandLacasse.are 
"primarily  concerned  with  bringing  Ihe 
subject  of  homosexual  relationships 
Intopubllc  view  and  have  little  In  the  way 
of  artislic  interest."  In  my  book,  she's 
wrong  on  both  counts.  My  Impression 
was  thai  Ihe  show's  aim  was  (o  speak  to 
the  gay  community.  Towards  this  aim 
Tremblay  and  his  artists  have  made  an 
indisputably  worthy  start,  and  this 
constitutes  a  whole  lo!  of  "artistic  inter- 
est"  In  Itself. 

by  Thomas  WaughD 


Our  Image  contributors: 

Judith  Crswe.wholivesinfidrnoriltiri,  iscurrenlly 
wrilinganepic     'Doun.HjmWn'isthepseuilonym 
ota  Manitoba  university  teacher  who  could  forfeit  his 
loB  were  he  known  tobe  gay     JunKowalnnklisa 
Toronioiibrarian.    PenrMilsrd  leaches  English  and 
collects  ar!  in  Sas  karoo  n     Gordon  MonUflwiscijr 
rently  lending  Giao  Day  Bookshop,  the  largest  gay 
txttkslore  in  North  America     Hay  Olson  15a  librarian 
mSiPaut.MN     PaulPeareeisrealizingonecannoi 
liveoytHeadalone     Rob  erl  Wallace  writes  plays 
and  leaches  English  al  Gienoon  College  in  toronlo. 
Thomas  wiughleathesliimal  Concordia  university 
m  Montreal     JeanWilienliee-lanceedilsamong 
Iheearly  spring  blooms  olGalianolslandinBC     Ian 
Young  iscunenlly  editing  a  new  anthology  ol  gay 


Gay  Artists  sought 

The  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality  of 
Halifax  is  looking  for  lesbian  and 
gay  male  artists  and  performers  10 
participale  in  ihe  cullural  events 
planned  in  conjunction  with  the  &h 
Annual  Conference  for  Lesbians 
and  Cay  Men.  to  be  held  in  Halifax 
between  June  28  and  July  2.  1978. 
A  full  program  of  events  is  antici- 
pated, including  coffee  houses, 
films  and  exhibitions.  Participalion 
is  open  10  singers,  performers, 
theaire  troupes,  painters,  photo- 
graphers, craftspeople,  eic. 

Please  direct  all  inquiries  10  the 
Conference  Coordinating  Commir- 
lec.  P.O.  Bo*  3611.  HaJifa*  South 
IV-i.*ISuiion,  Halifax. NS BJJ  3K6. 


Small  press  books 


Gerard  Malanga  calls  him  "Ihe  firs! 
punk  poet."  He's  not  sure  about  that 
yel.  but  he  is  very  clear  aboul  what 
he's  doing  and  it  makes  for  very  sharp, 
brash,  sexy  wriling  He's  also  a  first- 
class  editor  and  runs  one  of  the  mosl 
exciting  little  mags  around,  a  cocky, 
casually  stylish  publication  called 
Little  Caesar. 

His  name  is  Dennis  Cooper  and  he's 
lust  published  his  second  chapbook, 
called  Tiger  Beat  3lter  every  pederast's 
favourite  leen  fan  mag.  The  poems 
here  are  aboul  John  Kennedy,  Jr., 
David  Cassidy.  the  guys  in  Star  Wars, 
mass  murderer  Dean  Corl!  and  "The 
Little  Rascals"  —  ail  decorated  with 
photos  of  good  looking  teenage  ac  I  ors, 
who,  fast  ageing,  will  soon  fadeaway  to 
join  Bobby  Sherman.  Johnny  Crawford, 
Tommy  Rettig... 

Dennis  Cooper's  poems  are  some- 
thing very  different ,  very  contem- 
porary, wllh  a  clean  style  a  lot  of  more 
pretentious  poets  would  give  their 
mother'srighlarmtor  TlgerBeal\sa 
bargain  at  $1 ,  from  the  author,  3373  Over- 
land Ave.,  Apl  2,  Los  Angeles,  CA90034. 

Frank  C.  Hall's  The  River  and  Ihe 
Knotty  Pine($$35  cloth,  $4.95  paper, 
Warwick  Publishers,  2616  NW33rd  St., 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  731 12)  Is  a  novel 
about  a  young  man,  Greg  Domain,  grow- 
ing up  in  rural  Oklahoma,  his  relations 
wilh  his  family,  and  his  first  sexual  en- 
counters, with  both  women  and  men  (Ihe 
Oklahoma  the  musical  didn't  show  us). 
.Greg's  life  barely  touches  thai  of  Henry 
Fi  el  der,  a  strange  and  secretive  teen- 
ager, apparently  well-known  In  the  area 
as  a  homosexual.  But  theirhomosexual- 
ity  draws  them  both  toOklahomaCity 
(the  nearest  thing  to  Ihe  Big  City  lor 
several  hundred  miles)  —  Henry  to  tra- 
gedy. Greg  to  apparent  self-acceptance. 
The  book's  wildly  unsuitable  advertis- 
ing blurbs  list  some  of  Ihe  rustics  men- 
tioned in  the  book.  Including  "Nate  Ford, 
the  senile  psychotic  whose aniics  will 
keep  you  in  stitches."  Sounds  unlikely, 
and  In  fact  neither  Mr  Ford  nor  the  rest  of 
the  book  is  at  all  funny,  nordo  Ihey  need 
tobe.  The  blurbs  also  quotea  compari- 
son between  the  author's  slyle  and  that 
of  Thomas  Wolfe.  In  fact,  Sherwood  And- 
erson is  a  more  likely  influence  than 
Wolfe  with  whom  Hall  has  little 
in  common. 

The  fl/ver'structure  is  stronger  than 
Its  style  and  one  gets  tired  of  the  attempts 
at  rendering  folksy  lingo  —  Ihe  locals  say 
"awlu)lest"and"bygonnies!"allthe 
time.  A  psychiatrist  who  pops  up  at  the 
end  of  the  book  spouts  some  specious 
symbolism  (echoed  in  Ihe  title)  and  rat- 
tles calmly  on  about  "father  figures"  and 
transsexualoperatlons. 

"Well.  I'll  be  darned,"  says  Greg,  who 
is.  after  all,  a  country  boy. 

Still,  The  River  and  the  Knotty  Pineisa 
carefully  planned  and  serious  effort  at 
telling  the  stories  of  two  of  the  many 
young  gays  who  live  far  away  from  the 
relative  comfort  and  friendliness  of 
Toronlo.  New  York  or  San  Francisco.  It's 
good  losee  such  a  book,  with  its  caring 
and  relatively  posit  ivefif  naive)  attitude 
published  by  a  small  prairie  press  like 
Warwick  Publishers. 

Mr.  Inbetween  ($6.95,  Vantage  Press, 
516W.34lh  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10001)by 
Allen  H.  Todd,  is  a  less  careful  effort. 
Perhaps  autobiographical.il  hovers 
between  soft-core  pornography  and  a 
somewhat  pointless  narrative.  The 
protagonist.  Carleton  by  name,  like  so 
manyN.  Americans,  is  obsessed  wilh 
over-sized  genitahaand  sex  in  public 
places.  A  sequel  is  promised. 

New  York  poet  (and  dance  critic)  Jack 
Anderson  has  published  several 
previous  books  of  poelry  All  have  been 
well  worth  reading,  though  somewhat 
uneven  in  quality.  In  Toward  the 
Uberation  of  the  Left  Hand  ($3.50. 
University  of  Pittsburgh  Press,  Pitts- 


burgh, PA  1 5260|  he  showsa  new  self- 
assurance  and  a  recognizably  individual 
and  pleasing  style.  These  poems,  less 
obviously  personal  than  someof  his 
others,  are  sharply  observant,  humour- 
ous, sometimes  Ironicorsalirlc.  They 
remind  me  a  Utile  of  Ed  Field  or  perhaps 
Joe  Bramard,  both  of  whom,  like 
Anderson,  conceal  their  craftsmanship 
witheasy  smiles  rather  than  pushing  it 
inourfaces. 

Anderson's  commenls  on  gay  people, 
both  closeted  and  coming  out,  in  such 
poems  as  "Astounding  Tales.  ""A  Lee- 
tureon  Avant-Garde  Art"  and  "Richie 
and  Ruthle,"  are  acute  and  memorable. 
All  in  ail,  a  well-made  book  of  poems  wllh 
some  strong  statements,  all  the  more 
effective  lor  seeming  sobreezy.  lighl  and 
amusing. 

Denton  Welch  was  a  talented  young 
English  writer  and  artlsl.  an  invalid  for 
muchol  his  life,  whodied  in  1948  al  the 
age  of  33.  Though  mosi  of  his  novelsand 
published  journals  are  now  out  of  print, 
he  continues  (oat  tract  devoled  readers. 
Oumfi/nsf/,umeni($8cioth,  $5  paper,  Ser- 
endipity Olsiributlon,  1790  Shattuck 
Ave..  Berkeley,  CA  94709)  Isa 
compendium  collected  from  Welch's 
notebooks,  decorated  with  his  own 
drawings.  It  Is  good  lo  have  thlsgrab- bag 
of  Welch's,  though  It  isaplty  that  the 
Introduction,  by  Jean-Louis  Chevalier, 
doesn'l  lell  us  more  about  him.  Perhaps 
Welch's  more  substantial  writings  will 
be  brought  back  Into  print  soon. 

Those  of  use  who  are  familiar  with  the 
booksol  gay  psychologist  Paul  Rosen- 
tetsand  regard  his  work  and  ideas  as 
among  the  mosl  Important  around,  esp- 
ecially for  gay  people,  are  inevitably 
frustrated  by  Ihe  Doclor's  Inability  to 
write  readable  prose  I  suppose  at  this 
late  date,  there's  no  way  of  training  the 
man  (it  probably  would  do  no  good  at  all 
to  say  read  Thomas  Szasz,  read  George 
Weinberg.  See  how  ihey  write!)  So  we 
must  resign  ourselves  loquarrying  his 
exciting  ideas  out  of  ihe  most  unyielding 
of  styles. 

Rosenfels'  shorl  monograph, 
published  at  $1 .95  by  his  own  Institute, 
Ihe  Ninlh  Street  Cenler(3l9E.9thSt., 
NewYork,  N.Y.  10003) hasatypically 
grandtitle:rheWaforeofC/V//izaf/on:A 
Psychological  Analysis.  But  if  you  bear 
withthemanandhisexasperatingly 
opaque  slabs  of  prose,  his  ideas,  esp- 
ecially about  gay  people  —  our 
slrenglhs,  our  possibilities,  ourvalue  in 
civilization  —  areinlellectualdynamile. 
Not  surprisingly,  his  colleagues  in  the 
profession  have  paid  him  litlleattentlon. 

Timothy  Lennox's  poems  areslmple, 
slraighlforward,  rather  sentimental 
evocations,  the  kind  of  writing  Waller 
RinderandRodMcKuenfwilhmoreofan 
eye  on  the  public)  have  made  money 
with.  Iheir  marketing  being  better  than 
Tim's.  Here  Is  "Who  You  Were"  from  his 
latest  chapbook  I  Can  Almost  See  Tom- 
orrow{$2  from  OscarWilde  Memorial 
Bookshop,  15  Christopher  St.,  New  York, 
N.Y.  1001 4): 

I've  had  yourpicture 

in  my  wallet 

somany  years, 

my  pocket  feels  empty 

without  it. 

I  think  I  would  have  kepi  it  there 

forever. 

bula  slranger  asked 

whoyou  were, 

and  I  realized  I  didn't  know. 

You  remember  it: 

standing  on  the  rocks. 

hair  &  breeze  &  salts  clouds 

&you. 

H  was  faded  anyway, 

gone  brown  and  old 

like  the  feelings  we  had 

when  I  clicked  lhat  split  second 

somany  split  seconds  ago. 

by  Ian  Young  Q 


OUR  IMAGE 


Tapestries 


Lesbian/women's  literary  magazines 


The  language  thai  ewhred  out  ol  our 

(women  ij  «Nmi/ij  wi  a  language  Ol 
acting  in  the  world,  ratty  than  "events  ", 
it  was  *  speaking  ot  our  living,  not  our 
"lives  ,ot  our  doing,  not  our  "deeds'  .Ot 
ourtoucning.  eating,  tracing,  dancing,  ol 
moving,  not  "motion",  ol  dying,  not 
death     Trie  nouns  ol  men  became  our 
verbs,  what  had  been  "obiects"  became 
doer*  Theabstraction.  the  labeling,  trie 
dastiticaiion,  the impoangofa Died, 
eternal  order  was  no  longer  needed 
"Love," "death",  'honour," "dignity." 
and   Irusl were  e> pressed  in  our  living 
together,  we  did  not  need  10  speak  ol 
tuchthmgsss  though  they  were  unreel. 
Iraglle 

Thus  Julia  Stanley.  American  linguist. 
in  ACuraory  and  Precursory  History  of 
Language  and  Ihe  Telling  ot  II."  fSWi,  1, 
pg  5|  writes  oMhe  evolution  ol  a  "new" 
English  language  treed  from  ihelnherent 
oppression  ol  current  patriarchal 
English;  a  language  born  of  women's 
collective  consciousness  and  usage. 
The  restructuring  ot  I  he  language,  and 
thereby,  thought  and  society,  is  indeed 
an  intriguing,  revolutionary  subfect;  one 
which  the  editors  ol  several  lesbian 
magazines  embrace 

None  more  so  lhan  Sinister  Wisdom, 
soiled  by  Harriet  Oesmoinesand 
Catherine  Nicholson (W.50yr.  from  31 16 
CountryClub  Drive,  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina 28205, USA)  Anewly 
established  literary  magazine  publishing 
poetry,  an.  articles.  Interviews  with 
leading  lesbian  poels(E.G.Audre  Lords), 
letters,  Iragments  ot  journals,  and 
reviews.  S  W  is  dedicated  both  to  social 
cfiangu  and  literary  excellence  The 
wfilorral  policy  ol  the  tirst  Issue  set  forth 
tinea  which  subsequent  issues  ol  the 
magazine  were  to  lake:  'We  believe  that 
writing  ot  a  certain  consciousness  has 
greater  Impact  when  It's  collected,  when 
several  voices  give  weight,  harmony,  and 
countofmelody  to  the  Individual 
message  The  consciousness  we  want 
Sinister  Wisdom  loexpressls  —  briefly 
—  that  ol  the  lesbian  or  lunatic  who 
embraces  her  boundary /criminal  status, 
with  the  aimol  creating  a  new  species  In 
a  new  tl  me/  space . "  The  ex  i  stence  ot  S  W 
proves  that  this  is  not  only  plausible,  but 
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practicable  This  exciting  magazine  is 
nowjust  over  two  yea rs old.  witharticles 
and  poems  on  class,  race,  and  much 
more,  and  an  Issue  on  lesbian  writing  and 
publishing  H'sareal|oytoread; 
genuinely  articulate,  and  definitely 
enlightening 

Conditions,  edited  by  EllyBulkm.  Jan 
Clausen,  trena  Klepttsz  and  Hima  Shore 
(J6  50  yr.  from  PO  Boi  56.  Van  Brunt 
Station.  Brooklyn.  New  York  11215,  USA) 
is  another  exciting  new  magazine 
publishing  fiction,  poetry,  Journal 
entries. feaiurearticlesand reviews  Its 
editorial  policy  is  worded  less  radically 
thanSrV;  -We  work  collectively  toseiect 
and  edit  material  which  will  reflect 
womensperceptKJnsoltherTOetves, 
eacn  other,  t  he  conditions  ol  their  Irves 
and  o*  the  world  around  ihem."  but  the 
contents  oltfki  magazines  are  really 
qutturadicai  Thus  fv.  they  have 
included  a  two-part  interview  with 
kaataan  poet  AdYianne  Rich,  whose 
Aacuaaion  of  lesbian  moihsrhood. 
ootliy .  pubi  i  ih  ng.  consciousness,  is 
truly  insiomi ul.  an  article  on  Radctyl  le 
Hail  and  ihe  Lrssb.an  image,  post  ry  by 


Otga  Broumas,  Karen  Broome.  Ana 
Kowalkowsky ,  Marina  La  Pa l ma.  Ellen 
Bass,  trena  Kiepl  isz  and  others,  stories 
by  Jane  Rule  and  Maureen  Brady  The 
calibre  ol  the  prose  is  very  high;  lora 
magazine  begun  just  last  year, 
Conditions  loons  promising  indeed 
1 3th  Moon,  edited  Oy  EUen  Marie 
B<sserl($4  50 yr,  lromBox3.  Inwood 
Station,  New  York.  NY  100341,  has  been 
publishing  women's  writing  since  1973 
—  a  longlifetora'ilttle  mag.'' especially 
a  women's  magazine  Most  ol  them  don  I 
survive  beyond  a  year  or  two.  but  13th 
Moon  is  alive  and  thriving,  improving 
witheachyear  It's  'alilerarymagazine 
publishing  women  whoever  we  choose 
lobe."  and  not,  strictly  speaking,  a 
lesbian  magazine  The  editorial  says  it 
was  founded  toprovide  a  fonjmlor  the 
diversity  ot  literature  being  produced  by 
1  women  today  '     IJrh  Mooncommemo- 
rates  the  time  when  the  moon,  as 
mediator  ot  our  bodies  rhythms,  was  the 
,  symbolofspirilualtranslormalion.lt 
celebrates  the  opening  of  an  age  In 
which  women  will  have  all  their  energies 
al  their  command  "  Literary,  it  publishes 
linedrawings.llct  Ion.  poetry  and 
reviews  I'm  impressed  with  the  quantity 
ol  poetry  it  manages  to  squeeze  tn  be 
tweenltscovers  —  a  sheer  delight  to 
I  readlThepoelryis  predominantly 
surrealist  / 1  magi  st ,  or  maybe  I  should 
Just  say  "predominantly  New  York 
|  based."  and  ll  you  haven't  previously 
read  New  York  poetry,  you  may  find  It 
I  seemsstrangeandunsequential.  Poetry 
verydilferent  from  our  sombre  Canadian 
alienation, orourlrony  J3lhMoon 
,  includes  lesbian  writing  amongst  its 
i  plenitude  ol  women  The  magazine's 
worth  watching 

Connexions,  edited  by  Tonl  Ortner- 
Zimmerman  |J7  00  yrlrom  Bell  Hollow 
Road.  Putnam  Valley,  New  York.  10579 
USA)  publishes  women's  poetry,  some  of 
which  is  by  lesbians,  although 
Connections  is  not  a  lesbian  magazine 
Nor  is  it  particularly  political  In 
orientation  —  Ihereviewcopylreceived 
Included  some  poetry  by  men.  though 
I  theywereaminonty  No  prose,  artwork. 
!  articles  or  reviews.  Only  these  pure  gold 
nuggets  ol  pure  poetry,  and  occasional 
prose-poems  Mere  you  lind  Barbara 
Holland.  Lyn  Lllshln.  Ellen  Bass.  Elanl 
Fourtim.  Ahson  Colbert,  and  other 
names  you  will  recognize,  II  you  have 
tavounie  poets  you  follow. 

The  Wild  Iris  ed  I  ted  by  Marty  Moatz- 
Austin |J2  50'issue,  trom  1732Cedar 
Street.  Berkeley.  CA,  94703,  USA),  is 
devoted  solely  fo  poetry  and  short 
iiction.  Rena  R  osen  washer*  s  "The  Dry 
Season"  (Issue  *)  Is  an  excellent  poem; 
Kassie  Koiedi  n  s  and  Thai  ia  Ki  t  n  lak  is's 
selections  are  also  very  good.  I'm 
impressed  with  the  quality  ol  this  new 
literary  magazine  Hopeilsucceedsl 

Also  worth  consideration  Albatross, 
edited  by  Stacey  M  Fairchi  Id  iS7/6 
issues,  trom  PO  Box  2046.  Central 
Station,  East  Orange,  NJ.  07019),  publish- 
ing satirical  articles,  humourous  poetry. 
fiction,  cartoons,  letters,  photos,  reviews 
and  fragments.  Great  good  humour,  it's 
also  a  tremendous  forum  tor  radical 
feminist  ideology/ debate,  and  a  valuable 
inlormaiion source  It'swonh 
mentioning  that  the  Albatross  Col  lee  live 
doesn't  publish  as  a  money-making 
protect  —  apparentlyit'sallaiabourot 
love  Commendable! 

Oy*e.  edited  by  Penny  House  (S8/yr 
IromTomatoPublications  70Barrow 
Street.  New  York,  NY.  10014,  USA)  isa 
lesoianseparatist  quarterly,  publishing 
articles  photos. art. interviews. letters. 
and  ephemera.  It  s  radical, contenlious 
and  provocative,  it  deals  with  the  "big" 
issues, eg  class. race. C  LIT  papers, 
revolutionary  strategy  Jesse's 
"ongooem   Afraid  ol  Revolutionr  (Vol. 
1,2)  .5  excellent 
More  magazines  next  issue1 

by  Judith  Crews 
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Space  Case 

Mark  and  I  take  Ihc  new  vpaccship  up 

The  wind  wants  it. 

We  pop  like  toast  rrom  the  earth's  atmosphere 

"Lei's  spin  through  (he  big  (tone.  Mark  old  pal." 

[t'l  2026  but  love  is  mil  around. 

A  stroll  down  the  lane  or  the  stars,  the  same  freedom. 

With  Mark  beside  me.  as  good  as  a  guy  can  gel. 

The  earth  green  as  his  eyes. 

Hcknows  how  to  lake  (Im  ship  through  anything. 

and  I  how  10  learn  from  him  briefly. 

Pull  il  down  10  the  lefi  and  Jupiter's  in  the  side  window. 

Our  haircuts,  pink  rotes  in  (he  nuclear  light. 

put  il  in  drift,  unstrap  ourselves  from  ihc  S&Mof  duly. 
Our  hands  behind  our  lofty  heads. 
Space  shins  open,  no  hair  on  our  chesis,  no  need. 
Leave  lhai  lor  the  apes  who  clean  our  machines, 

Mark."  I  whisper,  "kiss  the  air  oui  of  me." 
and  he  does,  until  ihc  robots  bring  lunch. 

be  fed  as  Hell  as  delighted! 
We  laugh  m  the  weird  electron!.:  way  we've  grown  to. 

hree quick  spoonfuls  and  it's  down. 
Then  he  relaxes  in  my  arms. 
By  this  place  in  time  skin's  skin  and  all  touch  is  appreciated 

nd  when  someone  loves  another  they  know  11, 

simple  code  in  ihe  eves  an>  child  reads. 
!  look  down  si  impetuous  Stark,  how  easily  he's  pleased. 
Just  Ihe  idea  I  like  him.  ihai  we're  ali»e. 

ey«  get  so  wet  ihey  musi  be  wiped  on  ihe  wind. 
\nd  il  doesn'i  lake  much  for  me  either. 

Tears  for  me?"  I  ask,  mix  V  incredulous,  and  he  nodi 

Shil,"  Ignn.  slapping  tin  thigh,  "you've  cot  me  crying  now 
Dearth  Cooper 


■oat)  C'.ntiL,.M 


"...next  time  the  Canadian  Armed 
Forces  want  to  buy  a  bomber,  let  them  have 
a  bakesale."  Shirley  Douglas,  International 
Womens'  Day,  Toronto,  1978. 


n  Toronto.  two  thousand  women,  a 
mattering  of  men,  and  one  dog  packed  Con- 
oca  Hon  Hall  at  the  University  ol  Toronto 
lUrch  1 1 .  The  pro-march  rally  drew  support 
rom  a  wide  variety  ol  community  groups  and 


Ihe  lesbian  community,  neighbourhood  or- 
ganizations, universities,  high  schools...  ail 
working  together  to  build  the  largest, 


(Hriilf 


Is  city  tu 


seen."  Those  were  the  words  of  Delrdre 
Gallagher  of  Organized  Working  Women.  She 
brough  t  the  rally  to  il  s  leet  when  she  deman- 
ded "an  end  to  harassment  of  lesbians  and 
lorced  concealment  on  Ihe  job,  In  housing 
and  lr>  the  courts...  we  refuse  to  be  penalized 
lorourlesblanlsm  by  forced  separation  from 
our  children." 


Sherona  Hall(rlghl),  of  IheCommlttee  Against 
Deportation  ol  Immigrant  Women,  descri- 
bed the  plight  ol  Jamaican  women  working  in 
Canada.  Many  such  women  come  to  Canada 

in  agreement  allowing 
Jamaican  women  wllh  no  children,  no 
husband  O' common  law  attachment  to  come 
to  Canada  and  work.  In  lact.  many  Jamaican 
ve  families  take  advantage 
They  lorm  a  pool  of  cheap 
labour  in  Canada  thai  can  be  deported  at  any 
time,  and  Hall  spoke  movingly  ol  the  many  wo- 
men In  Canada  now  living  under  deportation 
orders  The  rally  endorsed  a  telegram  lo  the 
mdlnglhaldis- 


a  ins  I  In 

halted. 

Oneolder  woman  recalled  the  1949  womer 
teachers'  struggle,  and  he' attempts  to 
ex  pi  a  I  n  women's  rights  to  her  chauvinistic 
lather. 


Over400  women  and  chltdrenaltendedanall. 
women's  least  and  rally  In  the  Church  Street 
Community  Centre  MarchS.  The  children  had 
a  great  lime  wllh  the  balloons,  and  thecrowd 
was  entertained  by  speakers,  poets  and 
singers. 

After  Ihe  (east,  thecrowd  moved  In  a 
"street  parade"  toConvocatlonMallonU  of  T, 
campus  1o  listen  to  singers  Beverly  Glen- 
Copeland  and  Rita  McNeil  in  a  concert  pro- 
duced by  Sappho  Sound. 


Clara  Zetkin  (1857-1933)  was  an  active 
European  socialist,  and  a  lite-long 
worker  for  women's  rights. 

At  the  Second  International  Con- 
ference of  Socialist  Women  in  1910, 
Zeikin  proposed  March 8as  International 
WomensDay  —  a  day  o  I  world-wide 
solidarity  and  action  between  women. 
The  day  was  chosen  to  commemmorate 
the  occasion  in  1857  when  the  New  York 
Tex  tile  Workers  Union  went  on  slrike  for 
higher  wages  anddecenl  working 
conditions.  The  4-month  strike  was 
organized  and  led  by  women. 

By  191 1 .  March  8  was  observed  in 
Austria,  Denmark.  Germany  and  Switzer- 
land. Alexandra  Koltontai  (1872-1952),  a 
Bolshevik  feminist,  wrote  of  events  at 
the  time  "Germany,  and  Austria  were 
one  trembling  sea  of  women.  Meetings 
were  organized  everywhere.  Halls  were 
packed  so  full  they  had  loask  workers  to 
give  up  their  places  to  women.  Men 
1  slayedat  home  with  the  children  fora 
.  change, and thelrwives.lhecapllve 
.  housewives,  went  to  meetings." 
I      Sixty-eight  years  later,  and  a  lot  is 
familiar.  Maybe  the  children  are  coming 
:  along  to  Ihe  meetings  these  days,  but 
I  equal  pay  and  decent  working  conditions 
are  still  a  concern  tor  many  women. 
The  tally  In  Toronto  March  1 1  heard 
22/Body  Politic 


Heather  McNeil  describe  theattempts  of 
British  Columbia  women  todo  what  they 
were  told  was  impossible:  organize  the 
bank  workers. 

It  took  nine  months  ol  legal  battles  and 
leafletting,  but  BC  now  has  the  Service, 
Office  and  Retail  Workers  Union  of 
Canada  (SORWUC).  The  organization 
counts  850  members,  mainly  from  bars 
and  banks,  and  is  being  courted  by  the 
Canadian  Labour  Congress.  As  McNeil 
said.  "The  managers  in  the  big  bank 
towers  know  us  now.  When  we're  leaf- 
letting,  the  women  smile,  and  the 
managers  go  by  shaking  in  their  boots." 

Sixty-eight  years  later,  and  some 
things  are  new.  Lesbian  issues  area 
majorconcernand  gathered  majority 
support  at  rallies  across  the  country. 
Over  70  women  attended  a  lesbian  work- 
shop in  Mont  real,  lesbian  demands  were 
cheered  during  the  Torontorally,  and  tor 
thefirsl  lime,  lesbians  and  gays  hada 
public  prof  lie  during  the  women's  march 
In  Edmonton. 

A  leaflet  handed  out  in  Montreal  made 
clear  why  gays  and  lesbians  should 
support  the  demands  of  the  women's 
movement  Itpomtedoulthatgaysand 
women  are  both  victimsof  sexism  and 
sex  roles;  that  lesbians  will  be  free  only 
when  women  are  (tee,  and  that  ihe  same 


Criminal  Code  which  oppresses  women 
by  denying  them  tree  abortion  also 
oppresses  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

The  participation  of  men  in  Women's 
Day  Events  has  become  a  touchy  point 
wilh  some  feminist  groups.  Others,  par- 
ticularly women  in  trade  unions,  feel  they 
are  very  often  fighting  for  the  same  goals 
as  men  in  the  unions,  and  invite  male 
presence  and  support. 

However,  the  Toronto  group  Women 
Against  Violence  Against  Women 
deplored  what  it  termed  "a  leftist-styled 
demonstration  that  includes  men,"  and 
accused  the  organizing  committee  Of 
"sacrificing  the  feminist  process."  The 
group  attended  the  rally,  but  not  under 
its  banner.  The  Lesbian  Organization  of 
Toronto  also  refused  to  march  as  an 
organization. 

Sixty-eight  years  later,  and  women 
remember  the  history  ot  women  in 
struggle  lor  full  rights  and  equality:  the 
historic  march  of  textile  and  clothing 
workers  in  New  York,  amarch  savagely 
dispersed  by  mounted  police;  the  March 
8  women's  slrike  in  1917  in  St. 
Petersburgh,  the  work  of  Agnes 
MacPhail  and  Nellie  McClung  in  Canada. 
Shirley  Douglas  said  it  inToronto:  "The 
rising  of  Ihe  women  is  the  rising  of  us  all." 
by  Lily  Wood 


Bryant  to  assault 
prairies 

i  At  theend  of  April,  Anita  Bryant  begins  a 
1  tour  ol  Western  Canada  that  will  feature 
large  rallies  In  at  least  three  major  prairie 
cities.  People's  Church  ot  Alberta  has 
booked  the  Edmonton  Coliseum  tor  April 
29,  Renaissance  Manitoba  has  booked 
the  Winnipeg  Convention  Centre  for 
April  30  and  t  he  Regl  na  Agrodome  has 
been  reserved  for  a  Bryant  rally  on  a  date 
not  yet  known. 

Plans  for  a  response  to  Bryant  by  Prai- 
1  rie  gay  groups  are  already  underway  in 
Winnipeg, and  Edmonton. On March31 
I  in  Winnipeg,  ameeting  of  30people 
I  formed  the  Coalition  to  Answer  Anita 
1  Bryant.  The  Coalition,  which  represents 
;  a  large  number  of  organizations,  is 
'  planning  a  demonstration  tooccur  out- 
side the  Winnipeg  Convention  Centre 
during  Bryant's  concert. 

Concerned  Individuals  in  Edmonton 
have  also  formed  a  Coalition  to  Answer 
Anita  Bryant.  The  Coalition  has  strong 
backing  (rom  Edmonton  women's 
groups  and  expects  support  from  Ihe  Al- 
berta New  Democratic  Parly  and  local 
unions.  On  April  21.  Ihe  Coalition  will 
sponsor  a  forum  and  social  to  raise 
money,  and  on  April  29  a  demonstration 
will  beheld  outside  the  Coliseum. 

According  to  newspaper  accounts, 
Dale  Evans  will  be  appearing  with  Anita 
at  the  rallies.  It  has  not  yet  been  con- 
firmed whether  Mrs.  Floy  Rogers  will  be 
accompanied  by  Buttermilk,  her horse.D 


Damien  back  on  track 

John  Damlen,  fired  from  his  job  as 
steward  wit  h  the  Ontario  Racing  Com- 
mission three  years  ago  "because  he's 
a  homosexual."  Is  back  on  the  track. 
But  his  new  job,  say  bis  supporters, 
should  only  be  a  temporary  one. 

Unable  to  find  work  for  the  past  year, 
John  was  recently  offered  a  sales- 
person position  with  a  company  that 
makes  racing  equipment.  The  offer  was 
conditional  upon  his  being  licensed  to 
be  able  to  sell  at  various  Canadian 
racetracks.  The  license  would  have  to 
be  granted  by  the  same  Commission 
that  had  fired  him  and  continues  to 
refuse  to  rehire  him  as  steward. 

The  Commission  granted  the  new 
licence  wilh  little  ado.  Having  reached 
the  end  of  his  personal  resources  long 
ago,  Damlen  Is  glad  lobe  employed  once 
more.  But  he  continues  to  press  for 
reinstatement  to  his  original  position, 
which  had  been  the  peak  of  his  career  in 
racing.  D 


Saskatoon  women  file 
class  action  against 
engineering  rag 

The  Women's  Dlrectorateof  The  Univer- 
sity of  Saskatchewan  in  Saskatoon  has 
filed  aclass  action  against  the  publish- 
ers and  staff  of  Ihe  Red  Eye,  a  paper  pro- 
duced by  Ihe  Engineering  Sludents' 
Society. 

The  action,  filed  wllh  the  Saskatch- 
ewan Human  Rights  Commission, 
claims  the  sexism  of  the  fled Eye  in- 
fringes on  Ihe  human  rights  of  women. 
The  Women's  Direclorate  filed  the  com- 
plaint in  response  to  the  January  30  issue 
of  the  engineering  paper  which  con- 
tained material  offensive  to  women  and 
gay  persons.  The  particular  issue  In- 
cluded  a  graphic  of  "the  perfect  woman"; 
breasts,  buttocks,  pubic  hairand  legs, 
minus  a  head;  a  take-off  of  the  Peanuts 
comic  strip  depicting  Linus  raping  Lucy; 
and  examples  of  graffltti  such  as  "They 
should  declare  open  season  on  faggots." 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  Ihe  Saska- 
toon Gay  Com  mu  n  i  ly  Centre  and  over 
twenty  individuals  have  filed  additional 
complaints  against  the  fled  Eye.  A 
decision  is  expected  soon  (rom  the 
Saskatchewan  Human  RlghtsCommis- 
slon.O 
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"Although  it  would  be  a  painful  and 

humiliating  process,  a  lesbian  mother  who  put  her 

sexuality  out  front  in  a  courtroom  for  everyone  to  see 

would  force  the  judges,  sooner  or  later, 

to  face  the  real  issues." 


Closetry's  reward 

or.  how  trying  to  conceal  her  lesbianism  may  have  lost 
one  mother  the  custody  of  her  children 


Another  lesbian  mother  has  lost 
custody  o'  her  children.  TSPhas 
learned,  in  a  recently  reported 
decision  of  Ihe  Manitoba  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench 

In  i he  decision  by  Chief  Juslice 
Oewar  of  the  provinces  highest  trial 
court,  the  husband's  divorce  petition 
refused  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  Insuf  Itcienl  evidence  to  prove  the 
commission  of  a  homosexual  acl  by  the 
wile  However,  the  mothers  application 
tor  joint  custody  of  the  three  sons  of  the 
marriage,  heard  al  the  same  time  as  the 
divorce  petition,  was  also  denied  for 
reasons  which  are  somewhat  unclear 
The  parties  (identified  only  by  i  heir 
Initials  in  Ihe  law  report  ol  the  case) 
were  vacationing  In  British  Columbia  in 
the  1 7lh  year  of  their  marriage  when 
the  wife  explained  thai  she  was  Involved 
with  another  woman  Although  the 
exact  nature  of  ihe  relationship  was  not 
discussed,  the  husband  understood  It 
to  be  a  sexual  one.  Shortly  thereafter, 
Ihe  wife  returned  lo  Winnipeg  by  herself 
and  stayed  in  the  family  home  wllh  the 
other  woman  until  the  husband  and 
Children  returned. 

Although  Ihe  wife  wanted  to  leave  the 
home  Immodialely  on  the  return  of  her 
husband,  he  persuaded  her  to  remain 
until  Ihe  Ihtee  sons  started  school 
Al  Ihe  time  of  the  court  hearing  the  Iwo 
women  had  been  living  together  tor  over 
two  years. 

No  reason  for  the  breakdown  of  the 
marriage  was  given  by  either  parly, 
other  lhan  Ihe  wife's  relationship  wllh 
the  other  woman.  At  the  trial.  In  fact,  Ihe 
wile  denied  even  telling  her  husband 
she  was  Involved  wllh  the  other  woman 
In  such  a  case  Ihe  ludge  must  weigh 
all  the  evidence  and,  where  Ihere  are 
contradictions,  delennlne  who  he  feels 
la  the  more  credible  witness 

The  wife  did  "not  Inspire  confidence 
In  her  credlbllily."  her  answers  were 
"vague  and  uncertain."  said  the  judge. 
preferring  something  "more  positive 
and  definite."  He  did  not  explain, 
however,  In  which  particulars  this  was 
so  He  also  slated  thai  Ihere  was  dlrecl 
conflict  between  her  testimony  and  that 
Ol  two  neighbours,  but  again  did  not  say 
how  this  was  relevant  to  Ihe  lindings  he    \ 
had  lo  make  He  merely  concluded  lhat 
he  preferred  the  testimony  of  the 
husband,  neighbours  and  social  worker 
to  that  of  the  wile,  and  so  rejected  her       j 
tesilmony  where conlllci  existed. 
It  was  clear,  however,  that  the 
husband  helped  the  wife  move  out  ol 
the  family  home  and  did  not  oppose  her 
determination  to  leave.  Though  the  wife 
had  been  attending  community  college 
to  acquire  training  lor  part-lime  work 
when  she  met  nei  lover,  there  was  no 
allegation  that  the  marriage  was 
unhappy  or  lhat  Ihe  wife  was  leaving  \\ 
loiakeupacareer 

On  this  evidence  (although  the  report 
does  not  clearly  state  whai  evidence 
was  before  the  court  concerning  (he  ac 
tual  relationship  between  Ihe  two 
women)  the  judge  concluded  that  the 
wile  lelt  the  family  home  because  ol  Ihe 
attachment  between  her  and  ihe  other 
woman 

However,  the  judge  ruled  a  petition 
lor  dnrorce  by  the  husband  could  only 
be  granted  it  there  was  prool  of  a 
hornoaexual  act  committed  by  the  two 
women  The  standard  of  prool  in  such 
cases,  he  said,  was  "a  preponderance  ol 
probabilities     The  lodge  slated  that 
•bile  n  waa  dear  that  ~a  Slrong  and  irv 
timaie  aiiachmenr  existed  between  the 
two  women,  and  lhat  the  wife  had  left 
the  husband  not  because  of  any  rajec 
t»on  on  hn  part  -  out  because  of   an 
weaiataWe  alternative ..  a  greater  at 


traction"  than  marriage,  he  could  never- 
theless not  find  sufficient  evidence  that 
any  homosexual  act  had  taken  place 
Between  Ihe  two  women,  and  therefore 
refused  the  petition  for  divorce 

The  lodge  s  reasoning  is  interesting 
in  its  perversity  In  cases  where  adultery 
was  alleged,  he  said,  "evidence  ol 
familiarity  and  opportunity'   was  accep- 
table and  could  be  sufficient  proof  on 
the  basis  of  "inference  from  established 
objective  facis  "  The  inference  drawn 
was  one  of  conduct  considered 
probableinthecircumslances  He  said 
"It  is  an  inference  influenced  by  human 
experience  lhat,  as  between  male  and 
female,  natural  or  normal  sexual  con- 
duct will  probably  occur  The  same  in- 
fluence does  not  operate  In  proved  cir- 
cumstances of  familiarity  and  oppor- 
tunity Involving  two  persons  Of  the 
same  sex  where  the  sexual  conduct  to 
be  inferred  is  unnalural  or  abnormal." 
This  did  nol  mean  thai  homosexual 
conduct  could  nor  be  inferred,  he  noted, 
of  lhat  the  standard  of  proof  was  lo  be 
varied,  bul  rather  thai  "the  gravity  of  Ihe 
consequences  of  a  finding  that  the  at- 
tachment between  the  respondents  is 
homosexual  or  lhat  l hey  have  engaged 
in  homosexual  acts.,  demands  cautious 
scrutiny  of  the  circumstances  disclosed 
by  Ihe  evidence  "  The  Judge  found  in  the 
evidence  "nothing  otadlrecl  nature  to 
support  a  conclusion"  lhat  Ihe  Iwo 
women  had  engaged  in  homosexual 
acls.  "Conjecture,  supposillon  or  sus- 
picion may  lead  to  adif  f  erent  conclusion 
bul,  In  my  view,  the  evidence  tall  a  short 
of  what  the  law  requires  as  prool 

Forourgrealer  elucidation,  Ihe  judge 
defined  Ihe  term  "homosexual  acl" 
(which  is  not  delined  In  the  Divorce  Acl) 
as  one  which  "includes  any  act  of 
physical  conduct  between  two  persons 
ol  the  same  sex  having  as  an  object 
gratification  ol  the  sexual  impulses  or 
drives  ol  either  or  both  participants,  the 
seiual  quality  of  Ihe  act  being  the 
determining  ingredient  More  explicit 
definition  is  unnecessary,"  the  judge 
said,  since  in  this  case  there  was  no 
evidence  ol  Ihe  occurrence  of  particular 
acts  which  "could  be  compared  with  a 
catalogue  of  female  homosexual  prac- 
tices, if  one  exists." 


No  opportunity? 

The  whole  analysis  reeks  of 
homophobia  and  a  double  standard.  The 
ludge  says  lhat  If  a  man  and  a  woman 
are  in  circumstances  of  "opportunity 
and  familiarity"  it  is  reasonable  to 
assume  they  will  have  sex,  because  lhat 
Is  normal  But  if  a  woman  and  a  woman 
or  a  man  and  a  man  are  in  ihe  same  cir- 
cumstances, <t  is  nol  reasonable  to 
assume  they  had  sen.  because  that  is 
"unnatural  or  abnormal,  inverted."  The 
judge  s  characterization  of  gay  people 
is  extremely  offensive. 

The  other  question,  of  course,  is  who 
the  |udge  thinks  he  is  protecting  or  ser- 
ving by  refusing  to  grant  a  divorce.  In 
this  case,  it  appears  that  the  wile  was 
contesting  ihe  divorce  and  attempting 
lo  deny  thai  a  lesbian  relationship  was 
xivolved  (The  word  lesbian,  by  the  way, 
does  not  appear  once  in  the  judgement  j 
This  may  nave  been  because  Ihe  wife 
needed  financial  support,  or  more  likely 
because  she  was  afraid  thai  if  she  ad- 
mitted the  true  nature  ol  her  relation- 
ship with  the  other  woman,  and  did  not 
contest  ihe  divorce,  she  would  lose  all 
chance  ol  getting  custody  of  the 
children 

■(  this  was  the  case,  the  strategy 
seems  to  have  backfired.  The  judge 
having  decided  that  the  wife  a 
tost  imony  was  vague  and  uncertain. 


that  she  was  an  unreliable  witness,  and 
that  she  had  shown  no  good  reason  lor 
leaving  her  husband,  apparently  did  a 
quantum  leap  and  decided  thai  con- 
sequently she  was  not  lit  to  have 
custody  ol  her  children. 

The  judge  unhesitatingly  awarded  the 
youngest  and  eldest  sons,  ages  1 1  and 
16  respectively,  lo  the  father  on  the 
grounds  lhat  they  went  lo  school,  they 
had  lived  with  their  father  since  the 
separation,  and  that  they  would  benehl 
by  slaying  in  the  same  home  and 
district  lo  which  they  were  accustomed 
01  these  three  reasons,  only  ihe  last  one 
seems  to  have  any  bearing  on  Ihe 
question  of  who  should  have  custody, 
and  in  fact  Ihe  judge  wenl  onto  slate 
thai  since  the  separation  the  lather  and 
sons  had  moved  to  another  part  of  Win- 
nipeg —  thus  eliminating  thai  argument 
I  as  well. 

All  the  |udge  said  was  that  "ihere  has 
i  been  no  change  ol  circumstances  In- 
ducing me  to  grant  custody  to  the 
mother"  and  that  this  view  was  suppor- 
ted by  a  social  worker  who  did  a  home 
study  The  flrsi  statement  seems  to  say 
simply  lhat  the  parent  who  had  de  facto 
custody  gets  legal  custody,  a  highly  un- 
i  satisfactory  staled  affairs  That  this 
view  is  supported  by  a  social  worker 
adds  no  credibility  given  the  notorious 
homophobia  ol  Ihe  Children's  Aid 
Societyandsimilarsocialserviceagen 
1  Ciee. 

Finally,  ihe  judge  said,  both  sons 
were  "at  an  age  when  male  supervision 
and  Ihe  example  of  Ihelr  falher  can  con- 
tribute more  to  their  adolescent 
|  development  than  that  ol  their  mother  " 
Herproposal  thai  there  be  joint  custody 
I  was  viewed  as  an  unacceptable  com- 
1  promise,  not  In  the  Interests  Ol  Ihe 
1  youngsters."  The  "youngsters,"  ap- 
,  parently.  were  not  asked  their  opinions 


Uncertain  loyalties 


The  judge  went  on  to  award  custody 
;   of  the  second  son,  14,  to  the  lather  as 
well.  He  leu  It  necessary  to  deal  wllh 
this  son  separately  because  the  boy  had 
left  his  father's  house  and  gone  to  live 
with  his  mother  His  father  had  Iried  10 
convince  him  to  return,  but  to  no  avail 
"He,  like  his  brother,  should  be  under 
the  parental  supervision  ol  his  falher," 
Ihe  judge  said.  "In  my  view,  his  mierest 
will  be  better  served  it  his  teenage 
development  occurs  under  paternal 
guidance  and  mliuence  shared  with  his 
brothers  "  He  added  that  the  son's  pre- 
senceai  Ihe  mother's  home  was  due.  at 
least  in  pan,  lo  her  encouragements,  and 
suggested  that  the  existing '  loose  visit- 
ing arrangements"  had  bewildered  Ihe 
toy.  "He  is  uncertain  where  his  loyalties 
should  neand  is  susceptible  to  his 
mother's  ef  tons  to  retain  him."  The 
judge  did  nol  apply  the  same  analysis  to 
the  father's  ef  Ions  tobring  the  boy  to  his 

The  judge  thus  gave  custody  of  all 
three  sons  to  the  lather,  giving  ihe 
mother  access  on  aonce  a  week  basis  as 
long  as  this  did  not  interfere  wilh 
school  and  home  study  regimes."  The 
mother  also  got  custody  on  alternate 
Chrisfmases.  Easter  Sundays  and  Good 
Fridays,  and  for   a  period  not  exceeding 
three  weeks"  during  the  summer.  This 
was  lo  apply  until  "further  order."  Costs 
were  awarded  to  Ihe  husband,  meaning 
lhat  the  wife  had  lo  pay  the  lull  coun 
costs  and  lawyers'  fees  for  her  husband 
as  well  as  for  herself 

it  may  be  dangerous  lo  draw  con- 
clusions from  m.5  case,  especially 
since  the  report  of  it  is  so  inadequate 
and  trie  judge  s  reasoning  so  unclear 
and  badly  expressed,  to  put  it 
Charitably  But  It  is  interesting  to  note 


thai,  al  least  on  the  record,  the  judge  did 
not  deny  the  woman  custody  because 
of  her  sexuality  He  said  nothing  about 
her  lesbianism,  at  least  not  in  so  many 
words  He  based  hisdecision  on  more 
obscure  reasons  This  may  mean  that  II 
Is  becoming  more  difficult  lor  Judges 
flatly  togive  homosexuality  as  the 
reason  for  denying  custody, as  they 
have  always  been  able  to  do  In  the  past. 

Judges  are  allected  by  social 
changes  and  public  pressure  Just  like 
anyone  else,  and  il  may  well  be  that  It  is 
no  longer  socially  acceptable  In  some 
circles  to  be  blatant  about  one's 
homophobia  II  might  be  embarrassing, 
bad  form,  that  sort  of  thing. 

In  this  case,  the  judge  was  able  to 
hide  behind  a  smokescreen  by  pointing 
lo  the  wile's  vagueness,  uncertainty, 
unwillingness  to  admit  the  nature  of  her 
relationship  with  the  other  woman,  and 
inconsistent  testimony  He  was  able  lo 
translate  this  into  a  rationalization  for 
denying  the  woman  custody  of  her 
children. 


Forcing  the  Issue 

If  Is  time  tor  Ihe  Issue  of  homosex- 
uality to  be  faced  directly  In  Ihe  courts 
Although  it  would  boa  painful  and  humil- 
iating process,  a  lesbian  mother  who  put 
her  sexuality  out  front  In  a  courtroom  tor 
everyone  to  see,  and  who  built  up  a 
strong  case  In  her  favour,  would  force  the 
judges,  sooner  or  later,  to  face  Ihe  real 


I      If  custody  were  denied.  It  would  be 
,   very  difficult  to  deny  that  It  waa  for  any 
other  reason  than  her  sexuality.  II  would 
provide  very  strong  ammunition  for  the 
i  continuing  lights  being  waged  by 
women  everywhere,  and  by  the  gay 
movement,  for  equal  custody  rights  for 
gay  parents.  It  would  give  the  court  no 
smokescreen  to  hide  behind. 

Many  people  have  opposed  this  kind 
I   of  court  strategy  on  the  ground  thai  It 
I   wouldhurllhewoman'schancesol 
i  keeping  her  children  The  mo  men  I  her 
gayness  became  known,  it  13  argued, 
she  would  lose  all  chance  of  getting 
or  retaining  custody.  I  understand  this 
argument  In  many  cases,  given  Ihe 
quality  and  attitudes  ol  most  of  the 
Canadian  judiciary.  It  is  still  a  valid  one. 
,   Bul  trying  to  hide  one's  sexuality  In 

court  will  not  work.  The  nature  ol  the 
J  legal  process  Is  such  that  II  one  party  is 
■  trylngtoconceallntormalionfromthe 
court,  or  Is  intentionally  being  vague  to 
,  avoid  giving  detailed  answers  which 
may  disclose  Information  thai  one  wants 
kept  under  wraps,  the  results  may  be 
disastrous  The  judge,  perceiving  Ihe 
deception,  will  be  able  to  cite  this  as  the 
reason  for  ruling  against  Ihe  gay  parent, 
and  thus  appear  not  to  be  holding  a  par- 
ent's gayness  against  her/him  while  in 
actual  fact  doing  exactly  that. 

In  this  case,  although  the  judge  never 
mentioned  homosexuality  In  his 
reasons  for  awarding  custody,  It  is  quite 
clear  by  looking  at  his  earlier  ex- 
planations that  homosexuality  was 
unnatural,  abnormal  and  inverted"  that 
these  attitudes  were  central  to  his 
custody  decision  against  the  wile  In  the 
case 

For  gay  parents  anticipating  legal 
bailies  for  custody  ol  their  children. 
these  issues  are  well  worth  discussing 
with  a  lawyer  whose  politics  are 
progressive,  who  is  nol  afraid  lo  face  a 
controversial  issue  head-on  and  tight  it 
openly  in  coun,  who  understands  the 
political  Significance  ol  such  a  case  in] 
the  potential  for  conducting  it  in  lhat 
way  And,  of  course.  It  would  help  If  the 
lawyer  had  a  gay  1  .Deration  perspective 

loo. 


FEATURE 


'Before  all  Europe 
I  protest' 


second  of  a  two  part  series 
on  Karl  Heinrich  Ulrichs  — 
pioneer  of  gay  rights 

by  Hubert  Kennedy 


The  German  writer  Kail  Heinrich  Ulrichs 
I J82S-1895)  has  been  called  Ihetirst  au- 
thentic voice  of  homosexual  emancipa- 
tion. His  writings  on  same-sen  love 
helped  bring  homosexuality  into  the  light 
ol public  discussion  and  insplredan  ac- 
tive early  homosexual  rights  movement 
in  Germany.  In  the  March  Issue o'TBP 
author  Hubert  Kennedy  described 
Ulrichs  'childhood  and  early  adult  years, 
during  which  time  he  developed  his 
theory  ol  the  "third  sex." 

^B  ■  Iter  the  occupation  ol 
"II  SchleswIgandHolslelnby 
■^t^B  Prussia  and  Austrialn  1864, 
'^^'^F'thelndependenceof  Ihe  King- 
domol  Hanover  was  more  and  more 
threatened.  In  August,  by  a  provisional 
agreement,  Schleswig  was  administered 
by  Prussia,  and  Holstein  by  Austria,  but 
following  the  breakdown  of  relations 
between  the  two  powers,  Prussian 
troops  Invaded  Holstein  on9  June  1866, 
The  Diet  of  the  German  Conlederallon 
met  on  14  June  and,  rejecting  Prussia's 
planof  reform,  ordered  a  mobilization  of 
the  federal  army  Hanovef,  which  had 
vacillated  between  Prusslaand  Austria, 
nowsideddelinitelywilh  Austria- 
Prussia  af  once  requested  Hanover  to 
remain  unarmed  and  neutral  In  the 
war,  but  King  George  V  refused, 
against  the  advice  of  his  parliament, 
and  Prussia  Immediately  occupied 
the  tefritlory.  The  Hanoverarmy 
surrendered  on  29  June  1666 and  on  20 
September,  Hanover  was  officially 
annexed  as  a  provinceol  Prussia-  In 
answer  to  the  appeals  of  King  George  V 
from  exile,  many  members  of  the  Guelph 
party,  both  in  and  out  ol  Hanover, 
continued  toagltate  for  his  return,  but  in 

Ulrichs  was  among  those  who 
remained  loyal  to  the  King  and  theevents 
ol  those  days  were  indelible  In  his 
memory.  Many  years  later,  In  1894,  he 
recalled:  "When  the  Prussians  had 
seized  my  fatherland  in  1866, 1  held 
public  meetings  at  which  I  declared 
myself  an  adversary  of  their  invasion  and 
hostile  subjugation,  and  loyalto  the  King 
of  Hanover.  Wherefore,  being  greatly 
vexed,  the  leader  of  the  Prussians 
confined  me  in  a  Prussian  fortress.  But  I 
received  letters  fromacerlainElster, 
j  whohadbeenorderedlowritetomeby 
i  KingGeorgeV.whohadbeendriveninto 
exile.  In  fact,  he  was  ordered  to  inform 
me  that  the  King  himself  thanked  me  for 
,  the  singular  loyalty  which  I  had  shown 
him  In  that  time  of  crisis.  Similarly,  a 
certain  Borchers,  a  pastor,  expressed  to 
methegrateful  feelings  of  the  Queen,  at 
herown  order."  (See  Perslchetti.'n 
Memonam.) 

In  fact,  Ulrichs  was  twice  imprisoned 
for  his  political  activities  Writing  closer 
lotheevent,  in  1869,hesald:"On4April 
1B67,  the  Prussian  General  von  Voigts- 
Rheezfor  the  second  time  made  mea 
state's  prisoner  without  acourt  verdict 
because  ol  my  outspoken  views  on 
political  rights.  While  I  was  being  taken 
totheprisonalMinden,  the  police 
removed  all  of  my  papers  from  my  home 
in  Burgdorf  near  Hanover. "(9:12)' 

Even  it  Ulrichs'  loyalty  to  Hanover  had 
not  been  so  strong ,  he  wou  Id  sll  1 1  have 
opposed  the  take-over  by  Prussia,  for  the 
twostatesdifleredinonepointhe 
regarded  as  essential.  Hanover  had  no 
law  against  homosexual  acts  and 
Prussia  did,  and  Ulrichs  (rightly)  feared 

'All  references  are  to  the  twelve  "books" 
|  ol  Ulrichs' Forschungeniiber das  Ratsel 
dor  MannmannllchenUebe  and are  given 
by  book  number  and  page. 

Hubert  Kennedy  is  a  historian  and 
Professor  ol  Mathematics  at  Providence 
College,  Rhode  Island. 


lluslralionstromle 


i  right: 


German  artist  Anton  ion  Werner  captures  the 
militaristic  moment  when  Wiltielm  lis  pro- 
claimed German  Emperor  In  Ihe  Hall  of 
Minorca!  Versailles  In  January.  1871. Tho 
ceremony  marked  I  he  end  of  Ihe  Franco- 
Prussian  War  —  andledlolheunlflcalionol 
German  stales  under  the  Deut schesor 
Second  Reich  A  powerful  and  united 
Germany  now  dominated  Ihecontinenl  ol 
Europe.  Bui  unification  was  to  have  ominous 
consequences  lorGerman  homosexuals.  By 
1872  a  uniform  lega  I  code,  based  on  Ihe 
Prussian  model  and  containing  the  notorious 
antlhomosenual  Paragraph  17S  which  Ulrichs 
had  fought  lo  remove,  had  been  extended  lo 
all  of  Germany. 

John  Addlngton  Symonds.  a  late  1 9th  century 
Blerary  scholarand  historian  of  Renaissance 
Italy  and  Classical  Greece,  was  an  early 
advocate  of  homosexual  emancipation  in 
England  Symonds  wrote  about  Ulrichs  "third 
sex"  theory  In  his  book  on  homosexuality 
called  A  Problem  In  Modern  Ethics.  In  1891 
Symonds  vlslled  the  town  of  Aqullain  Maty, 

Germany  In  disappointment  over  the  lailu  re  ol 
Ihe  government  to  remove  Paragraph  175 
from  the  penal  code.  After  the  visit  Symonds 
wrote  "Ulrichs  lives  Billed  and  In  great 
poverty  There  Is  a  singular  charm  about  Ihe 
old  man,  a  great  sweetness.  Ihe  remains  ot 
refined  beauty.  His  squalor  was  appalling." 

The  Vocal  Memnon  wasa  huge  statue  near 
Thebes  in  Egypt,  the  remnant  ol  along- 
vanished  temple.  In  Greek  mythology  Ihe 
legendary  Memnon,  the  beautiful  black  king 
ol  Ihe  Ethiopians,  had  Immonallly  conferred 
upon  him  by  Zeus  alter  being  slain  by 
Achl  lies.  The  Theban  statue  was  damaged  by 
an  earthquake  In  27  AD  and  Ihereafter  was 
said  lo  give  olf  musical  sounds  at  dawn  when 
struck  by  rays  ol  ihe  sun.  The  Egyptians 
believed  the  sound  lobe  Memnon's greeting 
to  Aurora,  the  dawn.  Memnon,  appearing  in 
1868,  was  the  title  ot  Ulrich's  longest 
publication  In  defence  ol  same-sex  love. 

Inspired  by  Ihe  legend  of  thestalue, 
Ulrichs  used  It  as  a  metaphor  for  his  solitary 
espousal  ol  a  |ust  cause:  "I  breathe  thealrot 
freedom.  Aurora!  II  rings  In  my  ear  like  songs 
of  victory.  And  In  the  empty  desert,  my  voice, 
like  Memnon's  slalue.greets  the  dawn." 

"Homosexual  friends."  Emmerich  Gral  von 
Stadlon  Idled  1900)andEmll  Maria  Vacano 
|dled1892)are  Illustrated  In  the  remarkable 
volume  of  photographs  Irom  Dr  Magnus 
Hlrschleld's  huge  work  Gesch/ecftlsxunde.  1 1 
was  tormen  such  as  these  thai  Ulrichs  raised 
his  voice  In  protest  against  persecution  ot 
homosexuals.  It  was  men  such  as  these  who 
wrote  Ulrichs  after  his  courageous  attempt  to 
speak  before  the  Council  of  German  Jurists: 
"Thanks.a  thousand  thanks.  All  our 
comradesin-destlny  unto  the  last  generation 
will  begralelullo  you  lor  forcibly  bringing  Ihe 
subject  toapublicdiscusslon." 


Karl  Heinrich  Ulrichs(1B2S-1895) 


that  ihe  Prussian  legal 
extended  to  Hanover.l 
toward  same- sex  lovet 
touchstone  by  which  Ulrichs  judged  all 
polificaland  religious  parties.  Once, 
after  menlioning  several  reports  of 
homosexual  marriages  in  antiquity,  he 
wrote:  "Were  it  the  Catholic  Church 
which  today  would  be  Ihe  one  to  restore 
tous  that  which  we  have  been  cheated  of 
for  solong  now,  I  would  tomorrow  urge 
all  my  nature-comrades  toconvert  to  it  en 
masse.  I  myself  would  be  the  tirst,  by  this 
conversion,  to  take  possession  of  that 
human  right  (of  marriage)  which  has  so 
unjustly  been  denied  us."  (10:48) 

On  his  release  Irom  prison  in  July, 
Ulrichs  was  required  to  leave  Prussian 
territory  and  he  settled  in  Wurzburg, 
Bavaria,  where  there  was  no  anti- 
homosexual  statute.  Not  long  after,  on 
1  November  1867,  this  statute  of  the 
Prussian  legal  code  was  indeed 
extended  to  Hanover. 

If  Ulrichs  judged  political  parties  by 
their  views  of  same-sex  love,  he  was 
quick  to  point  out  that  all  shades  of 
political  opinion,  from  Ihe  conservative- 
orthodox  to  the  bourgeois-liberal,  used 
ridicule  of  homosexuals  as  apolitical 
weapon.  Schwei  tzert  was  a  case  in 
point:  Ulrichs  notes  that  when 
Schweitzer  was  elected  as  aSociai 
Democrat  to  the  North  German 
parliament  in  1867,  the  humor  magazine 
Kladderdatsch,  which  was  friendly  to 
Bismarck,  ridiculed  Schweitzer,  but 
later,  in  1869,  when  he  was  supposed  to 
be  asecret  agent  for  Bismarck,  the 
magazine  was  "piously  silent, "whereas 
he  was  now  ridiculed  by  the  Frankfurter 
Zeltung,  which  was  opposed  to 
Bismarck.  Ulrichs  comments: 
"  Altogether,  one  has  tosmile  if  one 
observes  the  parties  f rom  abird's  eye 
view,  how  they  spearand  stab  any 
opposing  parly  whenever  an  Urnlng 
suddenly  surfaces  in  its  ranks."  (9:15) 
Here,  he  gives  himself  as  a  case  in  point: 
"For  me,  the  annexation  of  Hanover, 

Mohann  Baptist  von  Schweitzer  was  an 
important  figure  in  theworkers' 
movement  In  Germany  in  the  1860's.  His 
political  career  was  abruptly  ended  with 
his  arrest  for  an  act  ot  "public 
indecency"  with  a  young  boy  in  a  city 
park  in  Mannheim.  Schweitzerwas 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  two  weeks  in 
prison.  Although  his  opponents  raked  up 
the  incident  again  and  again,  he  fought 
back  successlully  against  the  social 
stigma  and  made  a  political  come-back. 
He  later  became  the  lirst  outspoken 
Social  Democrat  to  be  elected  to  a 
European  parliament.  Ulrichsmet 
Schweitzer  in  Frankfurt  in  1662  and  was 
emboldened  enough  by  his  anger  about 
the  case  to  come  out  publicly  in  print. 


out  by  Germans  againsl 
is  an  act  of  violence  that  can 
never  by  justified.  How  the  Kreuzzeitung 
and  Norddeutsche  Allgemeine 
slandered  the  Guelphs  when  an 
unexpected  raid  was  made  on  my  house! 
For  when  I  was  taken  under  arrest  to 
Minden  (orthe  second  time,  the  Prussian 
police  found  among  my  aforementioned 
papers  an  extraordinary  collect  ion  of 
notes,  man  uscri  pts,  letters,  etc,  on 
Urnlng-love."(9:15, 

Inasense,  Ihe  biggest  politicalactol 
Ulrichs'  life  had  no  direct  connection 
with  any  ol  the  political  parties  of 
Germany.  That  was  hisappearance 
before  a  convention  of  Ihe  Congress  of 
German  Jurists  in  Munich  only  one 
monthafter  his  release  Irom  the 
Prussian  prison. 

"I  will  count  it  to  my  glory  until  my 
dyingdaythaton29August1867,in 
Munich,  I  found  the  courage  tostand  up 
eye  to  eye  to  a  thousand-year-old,  many- 
thousand-headed,  raging  Hydra.  In  truth, 
for  all  too  long  this  Hydra  has  sprayed  me 
and  my  nature -comrades  with  poisonous 
venom,  driven  many  tosuiclde,  and 
poisoned  life's  happiness  forfhem  all. 
Yes,  I  am  proud  that  I  found  the  strength 
to  plunge  the  first  lance  thrust  into  the 
side  of  the  Hydra  of  public  contempt." 
(6:11) 

Thus  did  Ulrichs  describe  his  moment 
of  glory  as  a  homosexual  militant.  Most 
of  us  feel  some  anxiety  in  appearing 
publicly,  but  we  can  usually  count  on 
some  degree  of  understanding  from  our 
audience.  Let  us  recall  that  Ulrichs  was 
a/one,  and  not  underestimate  the 
courage  his  action  required.  The 
situation  was  this:  Ulrichs' friend  August 
Tewes,  although  not  homosexual,  was 
among  the  first  to  accept  Ulrichs'"thlrd 
sex  "theory.  In  1865  he  began  teaching 
Roman  Law  at  the  University  of  Graz, 
Austria,  and  Ulrichs  persuaded  him  to 
join  in  proposing  a  resolution  to  the 
Congress  of  German  Jurists  that  il 
oppose  the  anti-homosexual  paragraph 
of  the  various  legal  codes.  This  was  done 
two  years  before  theconvenlion,  but  the 
directors  refused  to  put  thedlscussion 
on  the  program,  with  the  excuse  (hat  "a 
discussion  by  the  congress  of  jurists  is 
hardly  appropriate."  (6: 13)  Ulrichs  then 
asked  for  time  on  the  program  lopresent      ! 
his  reasons  for  introducing  the 
resolution. 

More  than  500  German  jurists  al  tend- 
ed the  convent  ion.  That  a  tact  ion  was 
building  up  against  him  wasshown  by 
the  fact  that  two  technical  papers  Ulrichs 
read  on  27  and  28  August  were  greeted  by     j 
scattered  shoulsol  "Stop!"  that 
apparently  had  not hingtodo  with  the 
content  ol  Ihe  papers  No  wonder  that 
when  he  mounted  the  podium  lodefend       ' 
his  resolution  his  heart  was  pounding! 
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'"When  he  mounted  the  podium  to  defend  his  resolution 
his  heart  was  pounding.  Hardly  had  he  spoken  two  minutes 
when  there  followed  such  a  storm  of  protest  that  he  was  unable 
to  continue.  The  president  at  tempted  to  bring  order...'' 


Hardly  had  he  spoken  two  minutes,  he 
had  reached  the  phrase  "It  Isa  question, 
Gentlemen,  of  a  class  of  people  to  be 
con  mod  by  tno  ihousandsevenln 
Germany,  a  class  which  has  Included  the 
greatest  and  noblesl  souls  o(  our  own 
and  foreign  nations. ."  whena  rumbling 
began  In  ihe  audience.  He  continued, 
"whlchclass  isexposedloan 
undeserved  legal  persecution /or  no 
reason  other  than    "This  was  followed 
by  such  a  storm  ol  protest  lhal  the 
president  wanted  topulloa  vote  whether 
he  should  be  allowed  to  continue 
Ultlchs:  "Under  Ihe  circumstances,  I  will 
withdraw  my  speech  under  protest  "But 
shouts  ol  "Cont  Inue,  conll  nuel ' ' 
encouraged  him  to  proceed  "Which 
cfaea  la  exposed  to  en  undmrved  legal 
persecution  for  no  reason  other  than 
lhat  a  sexual  nature  opposed  to  the 
ordinary  and  usual  has  been  Implanted  In 
thftm  by  Naluro.  cheating  and  operallng 
in  a  mysterious  way  "  An  uproar  broke 
out  al  this  point,  so  that  Ulrlchs  was 
unable  to  cont  Inue.  The  president 
attempted  to  bring  order  "I  would  urge 
the  speaker  lo  cont  Inue  In  Latin  "But 
Ulrichslalddownhlstexlandlellthe 
podium.  (6:14  15) 

kill  t  this  point  .1  member  of  the 
yW  I  P'ogramcommittee  asked  to 
XJ  speak  "I  represent  the  corrv 
'v  Vmllleo  The  resolution  was 
Indeed  suppressed,  It  you  will  But 
we  believed  that  we  should  lay  it 
aside,  because,  lor  one  Ihlng,  It  Is  In 
contradiction  to  the  present  laws.  And 
then,  because  It  oltends  modesty.  The 
very  reading  ol  II  would  have  aroused  the 
Indignation  of  Ihe  assembly!  Ablush 
would  have  risen  to  ihe  (ace!  And  since 
we're  supposed  to  speak  in  Latin.  I  will 
tell  you  that  It  is  ol  a  sexual'  nature  " 
(6  i9)|HeusedlheLatlnratherihanthe       ' 
German  word  tor  sexual.'}  When  this 
brought  loud  cries  ol  'Bravo! ,"  Ulrlchs 
expected  to  be  personally  insulted  and 
was  prepared  in  that  case  to  leave  the 
hall  Next  an  elderly  man  got  up  "to  thank 
Ihe  committee,  inihenameollhe 
assembly.  Id'  suppressing  the 
resolution  In  Ihe  interests  ol  morality1" 
16:20) 

Uinchs  was  not  personally  a  I  lacked, 
however.andhekepthlsplace  until  the 
session  was  over.  He  notes  that  all  the 
newspapers  were  si  lent  about  this 
incident,  adding  acidly,  "presumably 
likewise  in  Ihe  interest  olmorallly  "• 
IB23)  Me  was  quia,  however,  to  sends 
report  to  his  correspondents  One 
replied    Thanks,  a  thousand  thanks,  for 


contributions  Likemanyalalergay 
activist,  however,  he  complained  about 
those  who  showed  no  Interest  in  the 
|  cause  "Indismal contrast toihls 
willingness  lomakesacrHiceslsa 
tightwad  whom  I  met  at  Ihe  home  of  a 
comrade  on  Ihe  Bavarian  side  of  Ihe  Mali 
River  Thiscapllallst.whosavesupone 
goldcolnafter  another  for  Iripslollaly. 
could  not  spare  any  for  our  great  cause  " 
(624) 

What  was  It  lhal  gave  Ulrlchs  the 
couiagelo  speak  up' Even  on  the 
(  lourneytoMunichaninnervoice 
whispered  In  his  ear:  "There  is  still  lime 
lo  Heep  silent .  You  need  only  lum  down 
Ihe  time  tospeak  lhal  you  requested  In 
theBnefesMerms  Then  all  your  tears  will 
cease!"  (6:12)  There  were  several 
reasons,  he  tells  us,  but  one  wasanot her 
voice  lhat  reminded  htmof  Ihe  words  ol 
Hemrich  Hossll  30  years  earlier  "I  have 
nochoJcebetweenspeechorsilence  I 
say  lo  myself:  speak  or  receive  your 
execution!"  Ulrlchs  adds:  "But  I  wanted 
lo  be  worthy  of  Hossii  —  like  him.  i  did 
not  want  lobe  lowered  Into  my  grave 
before  having  openly  borne  wllness  to 
the  suppressed  rights  of  inborn  nature 
before,  it  less  gloriously  than  a  greater' 
nameollhepast.lhadblazedatraillo 
freedom  '"  (6:  l3|(The  reference  here  is  to 
the  Swiss  national  hero  Arnold  von 
Winkelned.who.aithevicionousballle 
of  Sempachint386.  led  the  charge  thai 
broke  the  Austrian  ranks.  He  tell  with  the 
legendary  cry:  "A  trail  to  freedom!'! 

With  the  publication  in  i868of 
Me/nnon(No  7),  the  first  part  ol  which 
was  distributed  before  No  6,  Ulflchs 
lilted  the  veil  ol  anonymity.  This  longest 
ol  Ulrlchs' publlcationscontalns  a 
restatement  of  his  mature  theory  along 
wiih  much  new  material  on  a  variety  ol 
topics  selected  from  his  extensive 
correspondence  His  cry  ol  outrage 
against  the  nine-year  prison  sentence  ol 
an  Austrian  paslor.  In  whose  case  he  had 
tnedtomlervene,  is  moving   "Before  all 
Europe  I  protest  against  such  cruelty,  a 
oarbansm  which  is  Injlyadisg race loour 
century!  I  ra.se  my  lonely,  feeble  voice 
perhaps  exposing  myself  to  persecution 
in  protest  To  be  crimina).ied  under  the 
tor  inborn  love!  Oh,  human  injustice1 


J~^M.ys.ruoo^AI,ou,C^;^;  do^he'^u  'ho Shame^s*^! 
-Mf^runtothataatgenwahonwnllbe  lace"-  "(7217)  n"™n«n»«>vwir 
Qralelut  to  you  lew  forcibly  bringing  ih« 

•uorsctloapublicdrscussiorillwilibe 
— dlrwt'  «24) 


A*  a  result,  he  alto  received  many 
comntMions  to  haippay  f  or  (he 
PuttlcaijonolhtB resolution  h  should 
also  be  noted  thai  h.s  «.  pent**  lor  the 
tnp  to  launch  were  patrj  lor  by 
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TheendingofMemnonismovrng  too 
...another  way  Hirschletd says  thai 
Uinchs  displays  Ihere  his  feeling  of 
nsaignMton.  It  perhaps  snows  more  a 
feeling  of  Quiet  optimism,  aconvictionot 
the  nghtnees  ol  his  cause  "I  am  turfing 
my  banner  I  m  content,  already  I  breathe 
the  air  ot  freedom  I  see  1 1  as  a  distant 


Aipineglow  Aurora!  It  rings  in  my  ear 
like  soft  songs  of  victory  And  in  the 
empty  desert,  my  voice,  like  Memnon's 
column,  greets  the  dawn  "(7.218) 
(Uinchs  refers  here  to  the  ancient 
Greeks  identification  ol  the  legendary 
Memnon.thebeaulilul  black  king  ol  the 
Eihopians.wlth  a  partially  destroyed 
Egyptian  statue,  which  produced  a 
sound  when  warmed  by  the  sun.) 
i      This  was  written  on  4  May  1866,  but  the 
I  dawnolthenewfreedomwas Further 
,  away  than  Ulrlchs  seemed  toexpeci  The 
horrifyingly  grisly  murder  case  In  Berlin 
in  early  January  1869,  which  prompled 
him  lorenew  his  series  of  publications, 
could  hardly  have  been  expected  to 
further  his  cause  The  incidenl  had 
sexual  implications,  bul  Uinchs  was  not 
to  be  baited  as  a  sadist  and  used  the 
occasion  to  argue  once  again  for  the 
existence  of  an  inborn  homosexual  drive, 
while  suggesting  that  the  murderer 
might  be  "  not  guilty  by  reason  ol 
insanity" 
!       fncuoos(Night  mare)  was  published  in 
,  May  1869  The  widespread  interest  In  this 
work  is  shown  by  the  tacl  lhat  in  England, 
Engels  hadaiready  commented  on  It  by 
theendolJuneinalettertoMarx.who 
had  sent  him  a  copy  (There  is  some 
evidence  lhat  Engels  was  also  familiar 
with  Memnon  )  Because  of  public 
interest  in  the  trial  In  July,  the  edition 
soon  sold  oul  and  an  enlarged  edition, 
Argonauticus,  appeared  in  September 
Before  the  end  of  the  year,  the  tent  h  In 
Uinchs'  series  Followed.  It  was  meant  lo 
be  the  lirst  issue  Of  a  monthly  magazine 
lo  be  called  Uranus,  bul  this  project  was 
not  continued.  Nor  did  Uinchs  ever  pub- 
lish the  collecllon  of  Urning  Poetry,  to 
be  entitled  Nemus  Sacrum,  lhal  he  had 
planned  lor  many  years  —  despite  the  50 
thalersheintended  for  this  purpose,  that 
he  received  from  Ihe  Prussian  Ministry  of 
Culture  onl9March  1868  as  payment  ol 
his  university  prize 

In  1869  Ihere  was  wide  discussionot 
the  possibility  ol  a  uniform  legal  code  for 
northern  Germany  and  many,  including 
Ihe  Royal  Prussian  Scientific  Committee 
forPublic  Health  ma  statement  ol  24 
March,  were  in  favourof  abolishing  the 
anti-homosexual  statute,  but  ihe 
infamous  statute  was  retained,  ap- 
parently through  ihe  induenceof  a 
Strong  pro-Prussian,  clerical  taction  led 
by  the  wife  Of  the  Minister  of  Culture  The 
Minister  gave  as  his  reason  for  retaining 
ihe  siatute  "the  popular  consciousness 
of  justice."'  a  form  ol  argument  that  has 
had  an  enduring  and  pernicious  history 
lni935theNaziscalledon 'iheheallhy 
sensibility  of  the  people  "lo  justify  their 
ortensionolihjs  statute  Thisiedtothe 
concentration  camp  deaths  of  lens  o! 
thousands  of  convicted  homosexuals 
The  same  ar gu  men  t  was  used  agai  n  i  n 
1976,  when  Ihe  Vatican  called  on '  I  he 
moral  sensed  the  faithful   to  justify  the 
Ca  I  hoi  ic  Church's  ban  on  masturbation 
and  homosex  ual  activity,  a  doctrine 
which  places  a  needless  burden  of  guilt 
and  m-sery  on  cou  nt  less  Catholics 


throughout  the  world 
!      Ulnchsargued    "This so-called 
consciousness  of  just  Ice'  Is  a  pseudo- 
legal  consciousness.  It  stands  in 
I  contradictiontohumanrlghtsandcivll 
,  rights.tothelawotjustlce.andlothe 

organism  ol  a  const  llulional  state.  11  Is 
1  nomcxethanlhe  lawless,  persecutory 
i  rageofbtind haired  Ills nothlngbul the 
clamor  of  the  mob  and  the  lawmakers 
aie  willing  lobe  led  astray  by  this?" 
(11  12) 

Bul  Uinchs*  pleas  of  March  1870  went 
unheeded  and.  once  again,  political 
events  moved  against  him  The  war  with 
,  Franceln  1870-71  led totheunlllcallonof 
Germany  and  a  unlfoim  legal  code  based 
on  ihe  Prussian  model  In  Ihe  meantime, 
according  to  Hlrschleld,  Ulrlchs  had 
moved  from  WOrzburgtoSlullgart  In 
Wurttenbeig,  which  also  had  no  anti- 
homosexual  paragraph  Butlnl872lhe 
legal  code  ot  Ihe  new  German  empire 
was  extended  to  ihese  stales  as  well 
In  Stuttgart  he  supported  himself, 
again  according  loHlrschfeld,  by  writing 
and  raising  rare  bultertly  larvae.  There, 
after  a  long  silence,  his  last  work  dealing 
with  homosexual  love  was  "begun  at  Ihe 
beginningol  September  1678;  ended  on 
29  March  1879  "  In  li  he  points  out  Ihe 
disastrousconsequencesof  Ihe 
extension  of  theantlhomosexual 
siatute  lo  Ihe  whole  of  Germany,  among 
Ihembelngthe  practice  of  blackmail: 
"For  every  Urning  who  Incurs 
punishment  by  the  arm  ol  the  law,  Ihere 
are  hundreds  of  Urnlngs  who  fall  Into  the 
snares  ot  blackmal  lers."  (1 2: 75)  And, 
while  he  had  at  first  welcomed  the 
opinions  ol  medical  experts  who  wished 
to  reform  the  statute,  he  began  to 
anliclpalethedlfflculllesot1hefu!ure: 
"My  sclentlllc  opponents  are  mostly 
doctorsforlhelnsane,    They  have 
observedUrnlngslnlunallcasyluma. 
They  have  apparently  never  seen 
mentally  healthy  Urnlngs  The  published 
views  Ol  the  doctors  f  or  the  Insaneare 
accepted  by  the  olhers  "(12-122) 

Alter  the  fight  Ulrlchs  had  so  bravely 
waged,  it  is  no  wonder  thai  he  fell 
depressed  by  the  extension  of  Ihe 
infamous  statule  to  the  southol 
Germany  In  a  passage  meant  for  the 
Bavarian  representative,  he  wrote:  "The 
penal  legislation  ol  Bavaria  from  1613  lo 
1872  commanded  respect.  Within 
Germany  it  was  a  rare  bulwark  of  legal 
security  and  personal  freedom  I  still 
cannot  gel  over  the  (act  that  li  has  been 
sacrificed  My  position  is  under- 
standable Onethlnglhaveno' 
learned,  and  one  thing  I  have  not 
forgotten  I  have  not  learned  Iromthe 
exlensionof  thestalute  that  ihe 
penalizaiionolUrnlng-love  is  Justified, 
and  I  have  not  forgotten  lhat  lost 
bulwark.  Something  like  thai  is  not 
forgotten  so  easily  II  Is  a  feeling  as  If 
one's  home  had  been  robbed  and  one' s 
house  destroyed,"  12:113) 

Ulrlchs  determined  to  seek  a  new 
homeland  and  he  set  out  the  following 
year  lor  Italy,  never  to  reiurn  lo  Germany 


hen  Uinchs  left  Germany, 
he  also  abandoned  his 
'efforts  for  homosexual 
emancipation,  and  lor  the 
last  Ulteen  years  of  his  life  he  occupied 
himsell  with  literary  activities,  inwhich 
he  even  found  a  new  cause  the  promo- 
tion of  Latin  as  a  world  language!  We  can 

:  imsstory.rThe  following  la 
the  entire  entry  on  him  in  Oat  tiltransche 
Deurscri/ando!  1891  Notemathehas        I 
even  Italianized  his  name ) 

ULRICHS,  Carlo  Amgo.  bom  in 
Westerfeid,  East  Frwiand.  I  waaa 
student  tnG*'|.n0er>and  Berlin,  lived 
e»ghlaenye  ,  sinsoulhemGarmsny. 
and  visited  Holland.  Belgium  Bon*       , 
ma.  Switzerland,  and  Tyrol  Opposed     I 
Body  Politic/  25 
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TRI-AID  HOUSE 
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Ulrichs 

conlinued  from  previous  page 


to  the  present  structure  ot  Germany 
on  principle,  lleflmyfalherland,  In 
which  injustice  was  done  tome,  in 
1880.  after  various  strugglesof  a  non- 
political  and  a  political  nature.  I  went 
lo  Italy,  lived  at  first  in  the  South,  In 
Naples  and  Basilicata.  and  at  present, 
since  1883,  m  the  middle  Apennines, 
InAquiiadegli  Abruzzi.  InGoltingenl 
wasgranted  Ihe  gold  prize  medallion 
ol  Georg  II  with  ihe  Inscription:  Ingen- 
lo  et  studio  tor  a  Latin  essay;  In  Berlin, 
an  award  for  a  Latin  essay.  In  Vienna  I 
was  given  two  diplomas  in  1879  for 
two  Latin  student  songs,  and  bolh 
were  subsequently  included  in  the 
songbook  of  ihe  Viennese  students. 
My  publications,  apart  from  those 
in  my  scientific  specialty,  are:  Aul 
Btenchens  Flugeln  (On  the  wings  of  a 
little  bee,  epigrams,  1875),  Apicula 
Latina      (A  little  Latin  bee.  in  Latin, 
withaGerman appendix.  leSOl.Mafro- 
sengeschichten  (Sailor  slories,  1885), 
Cypress!,  Cypressenzwetge  aul 
Kbnlg  Ludwlgs  Grab  (Cypresses, 
Cypress  branches  on  ihegraveof 
King  Ludwlg,  Latin  poems.  1887).  In 
1889 1  founded  Ihe  Latin  monthly 
Alaudae  for  prose  and  poetry  with 
feuilletonetc,  all  written  in  Latin. 
In  union  wit  h  a  society  in  London, 
which  likewise  founded  a  Latin  jour- 
nal to  Ihe  same  end,  Alaudae  strives  to 
advance  Latin,  instead  of  VolapGk.  as 
a  world  language  for  the  uniting  of 
nations  —  an  idea  which  has  already 
found  numerous  adherents,  lust  as  I 
and  my  journal  nave  been  accorded 
Ihe  highest  recognition. 
John  AddingtonSymonds,  who  had 
discussed  Ulrichs'  "third  sen"  theory  in 
his  book  A  Problem  in  Modern  Ethics  in 
189l,visiledAquilainOctoberofthat 
year  and  wrote  to  Horatio  Forbes  Brown 
of  his  visit:  "The  main  thing  there  was 
Ulrichs.  I  spent  a  wholeafternoon  and 
evening  in  his  company.  Ulrichs  is 
C/vry  sos  torn  os  (honey-mouthed)  to  the 
last  degree,  sweet,  noble,  a  true 
gentleman  and  man  of  genius  He  musl 
have  beenat  one  time  a  man  of  singular 
personal  distinclton,  so  finely  cut  are  nis 
features.andsograndthelinesolhis 
skull." 

Symonds  later  wrote  lo  his  friend 
Henry  Graham  Dakyns  of  this  visit:  "Heis 
a  beautiful  S  dignified  old  man,  living  in 
great  poverty.  We  talked  much  about 'in- 
verted Sexuality.'  I  wish  I  could  see  more 
of  him.  Fancy,  he  supports  himself  en- 
tirely by  the  sale  of  a  little  Latin  news- 
paper which  he  wriles  himself. "To 
Edward  Carpenter,  an  English  socialist 
and.  like  Symonds,  an  advocaleof  homo- 
sexual emancipation,  he  wrote:  "He  lives 
exiled  &  in  great  poverty  af  Aquila  In  the 
Abruzzi,  under  the  snowy  ores  is  ol  'II 
gran  passod'llalia.'  There  is  a  singular 
charm  about  the  old  man,  great  sweet- 
ness, the  remains  of  refined  beauty.  His 
squalor  was  appalling.  I  drove  to  his 
house  in  a  carriage.  &  then  persuaded 
him  to  take  a  drive  with  me,  which  he  did. 
Hehadnoshirta  no  stockings  on.  My 
magnificent  Venetian  gondoliers  man- 
servant was  appalled  at  the  sight  of  this 
poor  beggar  setUng  next  his  padrone. 
However,  I  told  A'ngelo  t hat  theold  man 
wasoneof  the  men  I  prized  &  respected 
mosl  in  Europe.  And  Angelo  got  to  l  ike 
him  in  spite  of  his  rags." 

Ulrichs  could  hardly  have  been  kepi 
alive  by  the  income  from  the  publication 
of  the  Lalin  periodical  A/audae("The 
Larks,"  so  called  from  its  opening  poem, 
"Admeasalaudas  ")  But  it  was  Alaudae 
which  brought  him  lo  the  attentionof  a 
noblemanof  Aquila,  the  noted 
arc  heologi  s  i  and  hi  s  lorian  N  iccolo 
Persichetti  (1849-1915).  Marquis  of  Santa 
Must  lola.  While  Persichelti  was  in  the 
senateinRome,  Ihe  Minister  ot 
Education  asked  about  the  man  who 
published  Alaudae.  On  his  return  to 
Aquila,  Persichetti  looked  up  Ulrichs  — 
and  found  him  just  the  day  after  Ihe 
house  in  which  he  was  living  had  burned 
down,  along  with  all  his  goods,  including 
the  manuscript  of  the  second  volumeof 
Matrosengeschichten.  Persichetti 


immediately  of  fered  him  a  garte!  room 
with  a  splendid  mountain  view  in  one  ot 
ihe  houses  which  he  owned.  Ulrichs  lived 
there  from  ihen  on,  cooking  his  own 
meals,  although  he  often  joined  Ihe 
Persichetti  family  lor  Sunday  dinner  On 
long  walks  in  Ihe  neighborhood,  he 
especially  enjoyed  Ihe  flowers  and  Ihe 
cheslnul  trees,  which  he  said  reminded 
him  of  Germany.  After  being  foundsick 
with  an  inflammation  ot  Ihekidney,  he 
was  taken  to  the  cily  hospital,  where  he 
died  III  leen  days  later,  on  14  July  1895. 

In  contrast  to  Ulrichs'  solitary  life 
there,  his  funeral  Ihe  following  day  was 
attended  by  a  large  crowd,  which 
Included  the  mayor  of  Aquilaand  many 
othernotablesol  the  town  and  region. 
The  hearse  carried  wreaths  from  the 
Persichetti  family,  Ulrichs'  faithful  friend 
August  Tewes,  and  the  local  newspaper. 
L'Awenire  delta  Democrazia.  Persichetti 
hlmselfgavea  funeral  oration  in  which 
he  recalled,  among  olher  things,  the 
publication  of  Ulrichs'  Forschungen 
Uberdas  Ratsel  der  mannmannlichen 
Liebe.  which  he  described  as  "studies  on 
a  new  and  delicate  anthropological 
question.  With Ihis work  heatlempted, 
with  great  fervour  and  conslancy,  to 
bring  about  a  radical  reform  in  Ihe 
evaluation  of  several  juridical  subjects. " 
On  Persichettl's  initiative,  a  memorial 
was  latererected  by  contributions  from 
around  ihe  world  from  "friendsof  the 
Latin  language."  Ulrichs'  most  lasting 
memorial,  however,  is  surely  Ihe 
liberation  movement  that  he  pioneered. 

When  Ulrichs  completed 
Argonaulicus  (No.  9)  in  1869,  he  could  not 
foresee  that  German  homosexuals 
would  have  loendure  another  century  of 
the  intamous  Statute  175  And  probably 
none  of  Ihose  who  rebelled  at  the 
Stonewall  Inn  exactlyacenluryfater  in 
1969  had  ever  heard  of  him.  Nor,  indeed, 
did  they  use  his  classic  modelsfrom 
Greek  antiquity  lo  express  themselves! 
Bui  the  spirit  is  his  and  we  can  share  in 
his  vision  of  hlmsellasanew  Jason(lhe 
name  means  "healer "),  selling  sail  in  the 
shlpArgo:  "I  am  steering  across  Ihe  sea, 
an  Argonaul,  to  distant,  wondrous 
shores,  where  my  golden  fleece  gleams 
underpalms  and  myrtle.  Why  do  you 
linger,  my  Argo?  Give  wings  toyour  keel, 
sure  of  your  goal.  I  thirst  to  see  Ihe  land 
of  deliverance,  Ihe  land  ot  my  longing, 
my  Colchis!  And  in  the  groveof  justice, 
to  seize  Ihe  golden  fleece  of 
freedom!"(9:117)Q 
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LOST  8,  FOUND 


ni»t  on/  I  came  across  a  passage  in  an 
interesting  wor*  by  Robert -Lionel 
Segum  La  i»e  iiperwte  en  rVouvef/e- 
f rant* au  XVii  jr#e/e(The  UbertineLlfe 
in  New  France  in  the  17th  Century) 
(Lemeac,  Montreal.  1972,  Volume  I) 

Vtelibemne  deals  withasubject  which 
affectseveryone  Seguinnoleslhat, 
even  though  society  is  still  treating  gays 
severely,  It  has  nevertheless  undergone 
a  process  ol  civilization,  thanks  to  a 
gradual  raising  of  consciousness,  in- 
spired by  Ihe  declaration  or  human 
rights  at  I  he  end  ol  the  ISIhcentury  He 
also  brings  to  light  the  brutal  punish- 
ments. Including  me  death  sentence, 
reserved  for  Ihe  ordinary  farmer-soldier 
I'lecoion  sotdai ')  who  was  nol a  mem- 
ber of  Ihe  Establishment  group  en|oylng 
royal  favours  in  New  France 

Seguln  eipoaes  his  bias  in  a  brief 
preamble  lo  Ihe  chapter  In  question 
Even  though  homose«uals  did  appear 
very  early  In  Ihe  hislory  of  the  colony, 
the  pretty  boys  and  pansy  types  |"les 
ephebea  el  les  mlgnons")  were  nonethe- 
less extremely  rare,  writes  Seguln,  since 
thorough  lllo  of  New  Fiance  was  not  at 
all  suited  lo  "that  type  of  man."  As  If 
"thai  type  of  man1  might  not  be  found 
among  laborers,  Innkeepers,  soldiers, 
civil  servants  or  clergy,  as  If  they  could 
be  discovered  only  among  Ihe  dandles 
in  their  silk  and  lace  Hnery! 

The  llrsl  case  Is  recorded  In  the  Jour- 
nal of  Ihe  Jesuits,  daled  mld-Seplember 


164ft  Maisonneuve,  Governor  ol  Mon- 
treal, sentenced  to  capital  punishment  a 
youngdrummermamenoi  given)  con- 
victed ol  a  ■crime  against  nature  "  Inan- 
oi her  instance  of  Ihe  colony's  eternal 
confhcl  between  church  and  state,  the 
Montreal  Jesuits  opposed  this  sentence 


soldiers  of  sodomy  Later  it  appeared 
the  case  concerned  mile  more  than 
slmplehomosexuality  Thethreemen 
Nicolas  Daucy  (also  called  Saint- 
MlcheO,  Heulenant  inacompany  of 
marines,  and  two  soldiers  of  the  same 
detachment.  Jean  Forgerson  |  called  La 
Rose)  and  Jean  Fino  (called  Dubois!  In 
spite  of  detention  and  intense  In- 
lerrogatlon.  the  three  refused,  as  well 
Ihey  might,  to  describe  (heir  reiatlorv 
shlp. 

Challenging  the  authority  of  Ihe  court 
over  Ihetr  case.  Saint  Michel,  tor  his 
pari,  wanted  to  file  notice  of  appeal  to 
Ihe  Supreme  Council,  which  had 
previously  shown  more  clemency  In  a 
similar  case  On  hearing  of  this,  (he 
magistrate  ordered  htm  to  talk  within  2* 
hours  or  else  he  would  be  sentenced  lor 
refusing  to  give  testimony  6ul  Saint 
Michel  managed  to  reach  Quebec 
where,  ulllmately.  he  made  his  con- 
fession. 

In  mid-November  the  Council 
pronounced  him  guilty  ol  having  corrup- 
ted Ihe  morals  Of  several  men.  and  ban- 
ished him  indefinitely  from  the  country 
on  pain  of  death  In  keeping  with  a 
j  common  practice  ol  Ihe  period,  a  levy  of 

C200  was  made  on  his  properly  lor 
i  ihebenelltofchailty.halfforthe 
Hotel  Dleu  Hospllel  and  half  for  the 
Quebec  City  Poor  Office  As  tor  his 
|  If  lends,  La  Rose  and  Dubois,  his  "ac- 
complices,"  the  author  says  they  were 
1  reprimanded  before  Ihe  court  "(or 
having  stooped  to  the  shameful  affec- 
tions and  acllons  of  Sal  n  I -Michel  - 

A  third  case,  though  mentioned  last 
occurred  much  earlier  than  the  first  two 
II  dales  from  the  first  part  ol  Ihe  I6lh 
century  and  has  only  a  very  indirect  and 
distanlconnecllonwilh  Ihe  Canadian 
colony  lnApnll54l,JacquesCartierset 
Mil  fromSaint-Malo  on  his  third  expe- 
dition to  Canada.  A  Spanish  spy.  in 
hiding  in  Ihe  port,  took  note  that  a 
gentleman  named  Pierre  du  Plessis. 
Sieur  de  Savonnleres,  de  Uancourt  et  de 
Bouvray.  was  going  to  take  part  in  the 
e.pedilion  Certainly  tor  Savonnleres 
Capiain  Cartier  s  little  vessel  could  not 
have  resembed  a  luxury  ship  leaving  for 
aMediterraneancruise  Theyoung 
nobleman  was  shipping  out  in  obedien- 
ce toa  sentence  imposed  by  (he  king 
himself 

In  1539  Savonmeres  had  publicly  ac- 
cused r»s  first  cousin  of  sodomy  His 
cousin  was  Gaucher  deDmtevilie  Sieur 
d  Echenay  and  chamberlain  to  Ihe  king 
Francis  I  had  then  ordered  Ointeviiie  lo 
avenge  his  honor  in  armed  singlehan- 
ded  combat  The  unfortunate  Dinteville 
leave  the  scene  of  ihe  dual  alive 


The  drummer  s  second  Inal  com- 
muted the  death  sentence  lo  a  senience 
ol  [Haj  m  the  galleys  However  an  ac- 
cidental «no  (to  say  Ihe  least)  providen 
i hi  arcumsiance  saved  the  young  man 
Irom  mat  fate  New  France  was  lacking 
anoffMuaie.ecutioneratthetime  The 
drummer  was  ollered  h.s  freedom  in  ex- 
change  tor  taking  on  this  |ob  He  accep- 
ted all  to  glad  lo  gel  oft  so  l*gntly 

The  second  case  >»  recorded  in  a 
ludgmant  of  th*  Supreme  Council  ihe 
colony's  court  of  frftai  appear  dated 
*«Qu«»  1M1   TheCh*v«wrde 
CalMnw  ww  governor  or  tn*  island  d 


night  be  given  a  taste  of 


Canada,  as  one  rr 
ihe  galleys. 

These  three  cases  are  ihe  only  ones 
relating  to  homosexuality  cited  by 
Segum.  But  who  knows  how  many  more 
would  be  discovered  if  the  Judicial  Ar- 
chives of  Montreal  and  Ouebec  were 
thoroughly  checked? 


Tft*s  a/TrCfe  appeared  in  fn*  January 
'"ueo/LeGaibeeois.  monthly  news- 
ferreror  wwCmw  Homophib  a'Attte  ef 
d»  UD*9t,on  (CHAU  o/  Oueoec  City 
Tnnvttnn  by  Sruarf  Arise*  and  John 
Fergus 
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fopless  and  bottomless  baihing  on  the 
Gold  Coast.  "The  New  South  Wales 
stale  governmen!  tried  to  satisfy  both 
sides.  .In  1977  by  provisionally  declaring 
four  beaches  nude  bathing  areas,"  a 
New  York  Times  story  has  it,  and  Aus- 
tralia's lltesavers.  long  held  up  to  the 
nation's  youth  as  ideal  representatives 
ot  the  Australian  way  at  lite,  aren't 
taking  sides.  Neither  are  the  police,  so  it 
looks  as  II  the  citizens  are  going  lo  have 
to  slug  it  out  among  themselves.  One 
anti-nudist  campaigner  has  applied  tor  a 
pistol  license  alter  receiving  threaten- 
ing calls  Irom  people  identifying  them- 
selves as  nudists.  Says  Felicity  Pulman, 
"Nude  sunbathing  attracts  a  lunatic 

Last  issue  we  rapped  the  knuckles  of 
editors  on  the  New  York  Review  ol 
Books  lor  some  inelegant  queer-baiting 
purveyed  in  the  nameot  richer 
rhetoric.  But  need  we  go  so  tar  atield? 
Not  when  we  can  take  up  the  Globe  and 
Mail  trom  our  own  doorslep  and  read 
this  (in  Norman  Snider's  review  ot  a 
collection  of  early  Evelyn  Waugh 
pleeee):  "Just  as  my  generation  went 
through  all  the  dissipations  of  the 
Slxties....Waugh  went  through 
homosexuality  and  a  disastrously 
Involous  first  marriage  In  the  Twen- 


ties..." By  lust  such  ill-considered  turns 
ot  phrase  do  they  betray  themselves, 
and  undo  the  carefully  liberal  lone  I  hey 
take  such  pains  to  maintain. 

fiimshors  was  the  title  ol  a  CBC  sitcom 
that  suffered  a  last-minute  name 
change  last  tall  when  eiecutives  began 
lo  suspect  it  carried  vaguely  suggestive 
connotations  Now  the  Toronlo  Sun  has 
|  anewcomic  strip  that  starsattpsy 
'  reporter.  He's  beer-bellied,  unkempt, 
j  andaslave  to  alcoholism,  it  alcoholism 
I  it  be:  "Rimmer's"  nose  is  always  sus- 
I  plciously  darker  than  the  rest  Of  him  In 

■  the  same  rag.  Barbara  Cole's  pin-up  Boy 

■  for  March  1 1  leans  on  a  ladder  and 

I  hooks  a  thumb  over  his  waistband. 

"When  not  at  a  computer  company,"  the 
'  cutline  tells  us.  "his  hobbies  Include 
I  'theusualjockstult*."Now,how 

exactly  was  the  answer  given,  Barbara; 

in  pnde,  in  shame,  or  in  haste? 

|  "Sex,  love,  hate,  sadism,  happiness, 
'  depression,  anxiety"  —  sounds  like 
!  your  bet  I  er*th  an -average  night  out  at  the 
I  baths,  doesn'l  it?  It's  actually  the  blurb 
toraselt-help  mall  order  series  called 
Understanding  Human  Behaviour.  It 
offers  answers  to  "your  most  disturbing 
Questions. ..quest  Ions  all  people  wrestle 
with  trom  time  to  lime  ..Why  are  people 
alraidot  heights?  Is  homosexuality  an 
Illness?  Does  pornography  serve  any 
usetul  purpose?"  And  so  on  and  so 
'  forth.... 

Send  In  the  Clones.  Advocate  publisher 
David  B.  Goodsteln,  In  an  earnest  March 
22  editorial,  expresses  fear  that  1978 
will  be  the  Year  of  the  Backlash.  He 
draws  our  attention  to  a  Republican 
from  Illinois  who  stands  up  for  gays  and 
bids  us  support  the  man.  Fine, 
admirable.  Then, "  II  you  live  nearby,  put 
onyourthree-plece(ityou'reaman)ora 
dress  (if  you're  a  woman)  and  volunteer  at 
his  headquarters.  Pass  the  sex  roles. 
please.  by  David  Roche 


MR.  DISCO-TECH  INTERNATIONAL 

(416)533-2384 


DOWNTOWN 
HARDWARE 

&  LUMBER 

2  LOCATIONS 


QUEEN  HARDWAREi 


AND  LUMBER  ltd. 


Acomplete  line  of  materials 
toryour  building  and  remodelling  needs... 

PROMPT  DELIVERY 

FREEON  ORDERS  OVER $25 

DOIT- YOURSELF  BUILDING  SUPPLIES 

BUILDERS  HARDWARE  —  WISER 

TANLEY  AMEROCK  BLACK  &  DECKER 

DOORS  —  TRIM  —  PANELLING  —  CEMENL, 

LUMBERS  PLYWOOD 

PLUS  MUCH  MUCH  MORE.^ 


FOR  EXPERT  COUNSELLING  CALL: 


364-6993 


TWO  LOCATIONS  TO  SERVE  YOU  BETTER 

311  &392QUEEN  STREET  EAST 


FRIENDS-& 


FRIENDS-* 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

n  YEAR  Oi  (.. 

woods  Oufardo  of  Nelson  BC  has  a 

mce  mrm  horn*  ary]  twatn  on  the 


CLASSIFIED 


Gay  TV  returns! 

Beginning  Friday, 

April  21.  aM  0:30  pm 
onMelroCableTV. 
Also  on  Melro  Cable 
Mondays  at  10:00  pm 
Watch  future  listings  for 
Rogers  and  Maclean-Hunter 
days  and  times 


WOULD  THE  FOLLOWING  P- 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 


SENSUOUS     WRESTLING 


MEOtC.  33.  twgmner  aquash.  Nk- 
,  >ng.  **nng  interested  in  classical 
music,  theatre,  ballet,  mtn  oiKO 

Seeks  dependable  similar  minded 
"*™»  Drawer  A6-4 

ALBERTA 

EOMONTOrl      AREA        PREFER 

OVER  40    Recent  rjniv    graduate 

Ihful   m.d-twentiey  intelli 

I   gent  affectionate,  discreet  En|oy 

,   relaxing,  outdoors,  classical  muiif 

■ 

LETM8RI0GE     I'M   28.   TRIM.  I 


YOUNG  ASIAN  OR  LATIN  GAVS 
are  invited  Id  correspond  with  tall, 
considerate,  masculine  man,  62", 

mid-40s.  bisexual,  interested  in 
Cinema,  travel,  good  music    Send 

■      'cDfi*-rA55 
JUST  COMING  OUT.   Am   43    lall 

younger  Am  Greek  passive  anr, 
toveil  Am  anxious  tomoet  guys*! 


others  in  area.  John  Koaachenko. 
Boi  223  Victoria  Harbour  ON 
(TOS  53*7578. 

YOUNG  AOULT  GAY  MALE,  good 
loorung  good  crv,-snjue  and  endow- 
ment see*;  young  gays  who  are 
jusl  coming  out  or  cunous  straight 
types  who  Irani  lo  Ir>  something 
different,  it  only  as  an  occasional 
diversion.  Prefer  cute,  well  bmit. 
boya/v  looking  lypes  under  twenty- 
five,  longish  hair  II  you're  looking 
o  lalk  to.  confide  irv 


i  thi 


lot  casual  encounters   Enjoy  drink 
ing  and  especially  smoking    Reply 

■■■ 
ARE  YOU  UNDER  35    reasonably 
flood-looking,  lonely?  I  am  43  years 
old.  straight- looking,  seeking  n#w 
fr.encto  near  Toronto  ." 


mom  friends  in  Lethbridge  or  cloae 
by.  and  Ibis  the  only  way  how  Mere 
I  prater  guy*  with  their  own  place* 
I  don't  have  one   Respond  wiih 

r.<ti<<l.-.[il«4*<c    [jT.lwnr  AIM 

TWO  MEN.  26  AMD  29 

and  good  looking,  seeking  good 

llmei    wllh  young   men,  beicro 

couples   Will  travel  Alberta.  BC 

M'.inl.m.i    Or.rwrtl  A,',' 

WINNIPEG,  MB 


Bui  bars. 


nlng    i 


YOU'LL  BE  2S-4S.  MATURE,  sen 
alblo,  loluianl,  no)  Info  baft  ot 
drugs  and  your  gay  nasi  Is  under 
siocrt.  acceptable  and  accepted  in 

gay.  slraight.  and  mi.ed  circles 
Let*  gel  together  to  there  aCtiV- 
III**  and  intaraata.  Cycling.  x- 
country  skiing,  iravel,  qui* I  ilmos 
al  home,  vis  King  ti  lends,  theatres, 
i.i in- ant  t  v r . i ,i r 1 1 1 h . j  ii,  if  .  ..i,  „, ,i 
I*  mora  pleasurable.  All  sincere 
tellers  answered  Bo.  1753. 
W )  MB  I 


hs,  drugs,  one-night 
stands  are  boring  to  me  You  nxist 
be  self-supporting 

.■.rr„Tr<i  ,„>,., „..,..  fjr.lAV  ~r  ) 
ATTRACTIVE  EX  MODEL,  highly 
skilled  body,  possessing  no  hang- 
ops,  open  10  anything  Predomin- 
antly passive,  29,  6  ,  156  Seeks 
companion  lo  pursue  100%  salt* 
■ 

AGGRESSIVE  QAY  MALE 
225  lbs  ,  financially  secure,  not  bad 
looking  bul  not  spectacular,  own 
home.  Seeking  others  In 
Scarborough/ Don  Mills  I'm  not 
into  hot  and  heavy  romances  or 
one-nighi  love  etlairs  I  would  pra- 
ter non  bed  friends  with  healthy, 
liable  friendship  in  mind  1  dabble 
in  photography,  music  and  go  to 
occasional  movies  I  love  to  enter 
tain  and  be  enlenalned,  read 
books,  walk  talk,  go  places  and 
meet  people  I  want  lo  broaden  my 
tiorlions.    be   more   alhietlcaliy 


won't  be  disappointed  into  dis- 
creet get  togetnets,  friendships 
Gentle,  very  affectionate,  sincere. 
clean  Soft  drugs  tolerated 
Located     near     beach,     park. 

recreational  facilities    Box  242. 

M4M3Q7 
WESTTOHONTO  GOOD-LOOKING 
gay  male  wants  to  rneet  the  same. 
Coloured  guys  welcome   I  am  21, 


•d"*       58".  130  II 


'   green  eyes   Give  us  i 


'c.l  '■ 


possible)  ans* 

ABB 

BLOND  SCANDINAVIAN    1ft  St 

130  lbs .  would  like  to  meet  equally 
good-looking  men  under  30  tor 
possible  permanent  relationship 
Have  own  penthouse  Only  honest 
and  sincere  persons  need  lo  reply 
Drawer  01 5 


Dirt. 
Cheap. 


See  page  7. 


50  YRS,  145  LBS.  S'tO">SII«|10n3le 
toward  and  appreciative  ot  younger 
men  En|oy  swimming  A  sunning 
nude  4  nature  Have  own  car  Ver- 

I  salile  when  turned  on    Box  1042, 
N    rwSW  1Q5 
SAN  FRANCISCO  BOUND1 

'  male;  26.  5'8  ".  university  student. 
seeks  travelling  companion  for  3 


think  young  and  expect  someone 

IS  SEX  A  PREREQUISITE  I 

ship  among  gays?  Discos  and  bars 

Choose  not  to  believe  it  J  am  26. 
""  HI  i'  "i  »flh  an  interesting 
sense  ot  humour  and  mostly 
serious  minded  Send  me  your 
name  and  number  ot  cassette 
laped  letter'  to  Brian  Dale,  Box 
Won  F,  Toronto.  ON 
M4Y2L7  Wrap  tape  carefully  vVili 
reply  to  ail  and  return  lape 
Discretion  assured  Definition  of 
friendship  appreciated. 
attractive  engineer  seeks 

lasting   intimacy    Love-making  or 
'sen'  (manual,  oral  only)  is  non 


NEWLY  ARRIVED  PROFESSIONAL. 
middle-aged,  anxious  lo  discover 
Toronto  wllh  another  new  arrivee 
Sea  not  main  objecllve  ol  this  ad 

Compat ability  vital  Will  consider 
sharing  lu.ury  2-bedroom  apt 
Yonge-St  Clair  Reasonable  rent  to 
nghtperson  D  ... 
STRAPS,  HEAVY  LEATHER  BELTS 
lurnyou  on*  Me  too  Guys  with 
good  bodies  only  Toronto,  Mel 
l«'^46S-3287. 


Gal  a  message'  We  ve  got  the  way  to  get  n  *cn»t  Wr^y  people  right 

vvhet  e  you  irve  —  anOallacrossCaf«dddnatheUS.lf» 

Tne6MjVP«nK-sa*sifie*lidi.Nerta^ 
►^ra'temacanoe'FinaatneiWwaptawW 
IIP  S  a  pxxM  way  10  let  others  know 

it's  easy  —  and  ci«np.  Jus!  10  cents  a  word  for  personal  ads.  30 
cents  tor  businesses  Vousin^yf.ii.ny«jrmessageinir»formbelow, 
count  up  the  number  ot  words  and  send  it  ott  lo  us  with  a  cheque  ot  money 
order  Gel  m  belore  the  deadline  and  your  ad  will  appear  in  the  very 
next  issue 

You  can  say  just  about  anything,  but  thereare  a  few  things  you  should 
keepinmtnd  It  you  re  mteresledin  meeting  people  it's  best  to  bepositive 
Trtitrk^aboutyoufsellamlyTxinnieres!s  —  noiauoutwhatyourJon't 
tike  Specirymgwciustonsontheoasisolraceni ap])wrani  i 

hvns'  loi  instance)  Isjusl  plain  rude,  and  being  rude 
doesn  tmake'nends 

Saying tralyrxreinlenjstedtnmeellngpeopiefotseiisline  But  there 
arealewrestfictlons  —  thelaw's.notours  Under  the  Criminal  Code  ol 
Canada  it  is  illegal  lo  have  sex  with  anyone  ot  (he  same  sex  undei  (he  age 
0121.  to  tvive  sex  wiih  more  than  one  person  at  a  time  reoafdiessol  their 
ages,  or  to  solicit  tor  the  purposes  ol  prostitution.  Otherwise,  sex  Isslill 
legal,  solar.  Buttopioiecibothyouandus,  we  reserve  thenghtloaller 
or  reluse  any  classified  ad 

It  you  want  people  to  answer  you  directly,  put  your  address  or  phone 
number  in  your  message  Or.  youcantakeadvantageotout  forwarding 
service  For  only  adollarexlrawe  llassignyouradadrawer  number  and 
cotlecl  answers  in  our  ottice  lo  t»  sent  to  you  once  a  week 

It  you  want  to  answer  someone  else's  ad,  that's  easy  loo  Put  your 
reply  in  an  envelope,  seal  n,incl  send  H  lo  us.  nuking  :,uir  in  in  Hi 
tronl  Ihe  drawer  number     "" 
you'rerespondingto  You 
dun  l  need  (o  send  any 
money  Your  unopened 
replywill  reach  Ihe  person 
you'reansweringiniu'.l 
a  tew  days 

So  go  ahead  Pick  up  a  pen  and  communicale 


|  CONDITIONS; 

|  AJladsmusI  be  rxewid  by  money  order  or  cheque  —  Oonol  send  cash  through 
rajthemaii  TheBadyPolrticreserveslherigfilloaiterwrBiuseanyad  Utecooy 
B  will  be  held  over  tor  Ihe  lol lowing  issue 
5  RATES 


OR.  ACTIVE    GUYS    wi 
bodies  wanted    I  have 

place  Am  looking  for  guys  who 
want  hot.  wild  action  I  work  Out  at 
a  gym,  have  a  good  llrm  body.  Can 
often  arrange  to  see  you  >f\  late 
afternoon  or  early  evenings   Les 

Tc*^^46S64j3__  _ ____     ■  individuals  t0cperword,minimum$2  00 

?°^"0^G         T"*VEl    !  8ui,neMes  30cpe.word  mimmumte  00 

£per!^w,m  m^  !  ^^ Service  It  OOpe.adperissue  llyouwould.lkeusloass^you. 

ized  4-6  week   oriental  touMn   ■  Ma0r3*e,numte,anull^a'<1™,,o/O'jonceaweek.plfiasechecklhe 
October    Phone  number  essential     '  lmct*,0"' 

(>awer  A67  |  Nim, _^ 

INEXPERIENCED  BUT  SINCERE    |  AJJ 

protessional   would   like  10  meet     ■  *■*••• 

newtnends  Am  29.  5  11*.  IBS  Ibe.    S 


GENTLE  AND  OlSCRFT 

lover  seeks   pariner    Send   full 

derails   Mississauga  area.  Drawer 


MONTREAL  BILINGUAL  BISEXUAL 

btaWM  academic  Teddy  bear,  31, 
5  T  .  150.  into  many  things  visits 
Toronto.  Ottawa  New  York  often. 


equal  my  following  i 

body  hair,  circumel; 
endowmeni,  non-sn 
drinker,  drug  non  user,  high  IQ. 
rationalist,  broad  science /technol- 
ogy interests,  quiet  and  socially 
retiring  Give  your  description 
details  please   Box  19i   Station  T 

-.   MSB  4A1 

HORNY  MEN.  I  want  a  good  lover  I 
am30,6'1  ".  160,  passive,  not  camp, 
limited  letishes  and  uninhibited 

f>awe-A5i        

MALE  30.  5'9",  170  LBS.  wishes  to 
hear  Irom  other  males  lor 
companionship,  good  limes  Has 
cottage  All  answered,  discretion 
awynsgi  Drav.er_A3rV 


A6Z 


Drwrsr  number  required 


*\ 


m your  ad  below  in  block  letters,  one  word  per  bo* 


YOUNG,  AP.TISTIC  BUCK  MALE, 

E"Io^l7po7rsSThea*re',t'e?a,'le    \  "**"""■  "^ •<" » 'o"e»« tnthe _ 

honest  and  considerate  people.    I  f 

Woutt  like  to  meet  other  males  lor 

friendship  or  possibly  something 

more.  It's  up  to  us    Photo  and 

phone  number  appreciated  and  ill 

do    same    Confidence  eipected 

and   returned     Will    answer   all      i 

C-ir^  AS] 


Oaadllna  ler  Hay  Urn* :  April  K 

fxSIMS 


ASIAN  QAY  MALE,  mid-20 


ng    Sinci 


and  good-   I 
(or  tun  or    | 


Photos 
HB9S  HSd  Drawy  Ago 

GAY  MALE  SEEKS  NEW  FRIENDS 


GAY  MALE  SEEM  NEW  FH.ENDS  b.rsu,e  bu.cMyp,  rnaZ  3MS 

"      «  il?'"   M"  **"  awenp-  H  K»*y  end  led  up  with  the  bars, 

Iwn Wyaiaraotd,  182  cm  tali.  80  kg  oaths,  ate    t  am  39   55      130  lbs 

[leavy  vavy  slraigftt appearing,  red  caond  hair  and  would  like  a  one-ir> 

hair   g-ey  blue  eyes.  Cnnst.an,  one  relalronahip  So  please  write 

*•"*•'      o'      Menaa.      slabty  iTrilt  ftlfl 

mptOyM,     .ntere.ted    in    cats,  ORIENTAL  OAT  LIKES  TO  MEET 

^^."...2!?  e"0n     """0  ■*"■  m*,#  "h»  '■   "AH   I510-"   n, 

ZZXF'Xn,—  T'W  '**  nBn'  ""-1  m*«"""«.  «en««ca.ed. 

mi,  drug,  0;:v'n^.  '.n..^:  ^^jr:%jn*u,i.  n .«  r»°* 

panda 

MmmIej    be 


ery     well    fj 

^W  *  DOMINANT,  b-g/  husky      en^n .'Turnexi  c^^TbMrta^xl  ^ 

moustaches  but  will  answer  all  I 

NotkDOking  for  permanent  reralion-  ■ 
jh«J  Drawer  AM 


BLACK    HANDSOME   MALE  26,  ! 

ffll",  1S5  Ibe  seeks  honest  young  I 

male  for  companionship  and  good  | 

limes      Enclose     phoio/phone  ■ 

rxari*  Win  answer  an  Drawer  A5B  S 

WANTED    WEIGMTLIFTERS    ■     .  I 

boxars.  ballet  dar»c*rs.  mode's  to  ■ 

pose  wearing  trunks  and  boung  ■ 

glovaa  by  amateur  photographair  = 

harp  ...■-  rYitaacioti   Conl  >.,  . 


1_ 


prtvua  cr^iaction  Conirdeniuki    ■    -ne  Body  Poiitx  Boi  7?89  StjbanA  .Tore-  a  ON  M5w  119 


»AS7 


...honest, 
sincere, 
loving, 

indiscreet. 


UNITED  STATES 

BLACK,  39,  FRENCH  &  GREEK. 


anybody  you  Know  have  3  suitable 
fob  oiler,  please  contact  Mark, 
Drawer  A75  I  am  not  a  husllcr 

YOUNG  MAN  available  tor  apart. 
mem  or  house  cleaning  duties 
Weekly  or  bi-weekly  basis  ■ 


HOMES 


LETTERS 


ONE  BEDROOM  APT  FOR  RENT. 

Partially  furnished,  on  second  lloor 
--      Phone 


TORONTO _ 


.1  c_.:r  cii<it 


own  apartment  c 
are  lonely  and  are  looking  tor  some- 
one wfio  will  give  you  good  sincere 
loving  and  understanding,  give  us  a 
chance  to  meet  and  talk  and  we  will 
see  what  we  can  develop   Drawer 


ARE 

YOU      HA 

DSOME      will 

ive  young  male 

1416)961-0234 

ROOMMATE  WANTED  to  share  my 
tuliy  lurnished  and  equipped  town- 
house  near  the  Ontario  Science 
Onire  Easy  access  by  car,  lair  by 
TTC.  Hent  negotiable.  Gol  your 
own  furniture?  No  problem.  We'll 

in  my  ample  basement  storage 
area  You  should  be  intelligent  and 
responsible,  easy  to  gel  along  with 
and  willing  to  do  your  lair  share  ol 
the  household  chores-  Call  429- 
3464 


young-tooting  biseiual  in  40's  who 

happiness  Send  details  to  Drawer 

AS6. ______ 

MY  NAME  IS  JOHNNY  MITCHELL. 
141-012;  I'm  37,  5'11".  170, 
presently  incarcerated.  I've  lost  all 
contact  with  the  outside  world  1 
would  like  lo  hear  Irom  anybody 
that  understands  loneliness,  or 
cares  to  establish  some  kind  ol 
friendship       through       corres- 

Johhny  Mitchell,  141-012,  Box 
45699.  Lucasville,  Ohio,  45699,  U5A 
AUSTRALIAN      GAY     GUY,     22. 


ning 


Stereo  &  Television  Repairs 

Also  servicing  all  types  of  home 
entertain  men  I  equipment  and  small  appliances 

Frank  HutchingsEleclronics 
—  691-9269  — 

Support  gay  business  —  10%  off  with  this  ad 


WOULD     SINCEREL' 


Andrew  Hodges  and  David  Hutter's  With  Downcast  Gaysis 
a  hard-hitting  investigation  of  the  unwitting  ways  in  which  gay 
people  cooperate  in  their  own  oppression.  Written  from  a  love 
of  what  the  lives  of  proud,  open  gay  people  can  be  like,  With 
Downcast  Gays  exposes  the  hard  truths  about  closetry, 
laments  lives  wasted  in  self-hatred  and  points  up  the  foolish- 
ness of  gay  people  trying  to  live  by  straight  standards  that  have 
nothing  to  do  with  our  own  real  lives. 


This  tough,  sincere  —  and  ultimately  sensitive  —  book  is 
an  eye-opener  for  gay  people  everywhere.  Read  it  once  and  you 
won't  look  at  the  world  in  quite  the  same  way  ever  again. 


To  order  your  copy  of  With  Downcast  Gays,  see 
Pink  Triangle's  Book  Service  announcement  on 
page  17. 


OTTAWA 

MALE,  PROFESSIONAL,  36,  bi- 
lingual, seeks  sincere  friends  up  to 
36  interested    in    sharing   good 


operative  owner.  30.  6'. 

offers  short  term  accomodation 

and  atmosphere.  Drawer  A52_ 

DUPLEX  FOR  SALE.  For  the  gay 

young  bachelor,  a  delightful  fully 

3d  duple*  in  CabOagetown 

mlly  paying  about 

h  rent,  you  should 

y  this  lovely 


lAMATlh 

Soulher 

i  Ohio  Correc- 

and  am  ven 

s  Carl  Combs 

138-077.  P.O.  Bo 

45699.  Lucasville 

Ohio.  45699  USA 

IN  PRISON 

in  Oh 

o 

mBI,22,5'7", 

140  lbs  wi 

would  sor 

ase  write  me 

Michael  A 

145-825.  P.O.  Box 

JK':I9     1    U. 

,Ohio45699usa 

I  AM  A  LONELY   prisoner  who 

for  or  to  share  my  loneliness  with  I 
am  57",  1*1  lbs.  Scorpio,  28  years 
old  All  correspondence  will  be  an- 
swered. Jimmy  T.  Peterson, 
139284,  PO  Bo*  45699,  Lucasville, 
Ohlo45699USA  . 


d  fireplace.  This 

r.  Why  not 
One     up-    .... 

s;  Ms  Brown.  4B4-6497 


LOOKING  FOR  A  LOVING  Iriend- 


rt-hai red  Drawer  A47 


ATHLETE,  30,  S'lO",  165,  looking 
lor  other  iocks  30-45  lor  discreet 
evenings.  Many  varied  interests. 
Can     travel     some     weekends. 


MALE  35  HAS  SMALL  ROW  HOUSE 
IN  Yorkvilie  area  to  share  with  1 
other,  business  or  prolessional  pre- 
ferred Phone  961-1503  alter  6  PM. 

or  9236856  day 

GAY  GUYS.  Rooms,  Hats,  apart- 
ments Furnished  and  unfurnished 
Two  locations  close  to  downtown. 
Don,  Dennis,  Ron,  465-3287,  961- 

0991.465-8919. 


WORK 


TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PEOPLE. 
Handsome  male.  27.  57".  150  mus- 
cular pounds,  seeks  Irlends  across 
Canada.  I  live  in  Montreal  and  larm 
In  Townships  Enjoy  travel, 
wrestling,  jogging  and  caring 
people.  Photo  please.  RHS.  Bon 
298.  Station  H.  Montreal,  H3G  2K8 


TORONTO 


HELP' 

I  ama24-yr-old  gay  man  Am  see* 
Ing  employment  Have  a  good 
mind,  strong  back  and  pleasant 
personality  Am  comfortable  in  all 
gay  or  straight.  If  you  or 


Eastwind 
P  0  Bon  554 

Station  J 

Toronto.  Ontario  M4J  4Z2 

Wholesale  Inquiries  Invited 

1416)925-2473 

ILme  open  34  hours] 


COMMUNITY  PAGE 


Rockies    PO  Bo. 


Ctagnrry/Cafgary  Bo.  1492  Sin  T 
Calgary,  AB.T2M2M7. 
PH|403)  268- 75*2 


MATES,  ■  penpal  clut)  for  gey  men 

Fortree  info  write  OSI.  Depl  B  PO      Oay  Academic  Union  Bo. &  262 

■an JP43, "Ti^gflTI, flp,  C+Yis/li  SI nG  Canary.  AB 


READING 

NUDE  SOTS  AND  MEN  all  types 
sues  and  shapes'  Largest  and 
lineal  selection  at  GAY  films  and 
magazines  in  the  world' 
Guaranteed  Canadian  delivery 
Sendli  lor  photo  illustrated  eatal- 
LETTREX  STUDIO  C.  Pott 


Gay  Information  and  Resource* 
Room 31? 223-12 Aire  SW.Caigary. 
AB.T2R0G9  PH  1403)28*3911 
MorvFn  7- 10  PM 

Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
l7Q31stSt  NW.CalQary.AB  PH 

II  ■  ,...   tg  . 
Parents  ol  Gayi  meets  last  Sunday 
oleachmonth  Unitarian  Church. 


HI', 


1000 


TRAVEL 


FT  LAUDERDALE,  FLORIDA  Sola 
Mar  Vacation  Molal  Friendly 
informal  almosphero  Claan  com 
fonahle rooms  Si*  mnMiy,  ellicion- 
Cles.Jte  NI&HTLY  FOH  TWO  |305| 

BUSINESS 


OTHER 


VISITING    ENGLAND' 
club  entrance,  the  pass  to  over  20 
OAK  dubs  in  Great  Britain  Send  *5 
for  pass  and  tree  guide  lo  G.C  E  2 
Brydges  Place.  Si  Marlins  Lane 

■ 
VICARIOUS  TRAVELLERS  Qaj 
man  and  woman  travelling  across 
Canada,  Irom  Ottawa  lo  Vancouver 
and  to  California,  leaving  May  1st 
Can  you  billet  us  in  e.crvinge  for 
interesting  conversation  and  tales 
ot  travel?  p,ea»e  write  Jenny  and 
Glen,  198  O'Connor  Si     Ottawa 

QNjgp  ITS 

THE  LOVING  BROTHERHOOD 
No*  Age  support  group  lor  gentle 
caring  young  men  On-going 
Unas  Not  a  se. 
•.change  Send  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope  Mongi  |g  TLB 

QAVNURSES  ALLIANCE  nPt-j, 
your  support  it  YOu  are  an  Rn, 
LPN.LVN,  or  student  nurse  Basic 
memCarship  is  $5  per  year,  which 
includes  •  subscription  to  our 
newsletter  (Contri  But  ions  greater 


CORNEHBROOK 

CommunilyHornopliila 
Association  of  NFLD  [CHAN)  Bo. 
905.  Comer  Brook,  NF.A2M  6J2. 
GOWN  (Gay  Organization  ol  the 
Woman  ot  Newfound  land)  may  be 
contacted  at  CH  AN '  s  address 

EDMONTON 

Club 70  10242   tOeihSI    Edmon- 
ton, AB.T5J  1H7  PH  («03)*23>5061 
Day  Alliance  Toward  Equality  Bo. 
1  £02.  Edmonton,  AB.T5J  ?P2. 
1014*101  St  .  PH  (4031*248361 
Malicooliian  Community  Church, 
Bo.  1312.  Edmonlon,  AB,  T5J  2MB, 

PH   [-Ml  1|  ,1'Jl  ,■■,..,■'. 

FREDERICTON 

Day  Friends  olFrederlclon  Bu. 

WJ.Frnlnrlclon.NB.EaBSAA 

GUELPH 

GuelphGay Equality   b-  ■ 

Gu.-lpti  UN.  N1H  6L8  Gayllne  (519) 


HALIFAX 

TheAliernaie Bookshop  Sle  301 

ISBoBerringlonSt    Malifaj  NS 

B3J  128 

Atlantic  Provinces  Political 

Lesbians  lor  Example  (APPLE),  P  O 

Ban  1811  HaJlfaj  ,-„.,,ii,p..  itaJStn 
Halllai,NS.B3J  3K6 
Gay  Alliance  tor  Equality  Bo.  381 1 
HalitaxSoulhSln.Kalilu  NS 

■     ■ 
Day  Youth  Halifax.  c/oWendell 
I  Enmarvflpt  1913,  1333S  ParkSI 
H..I.I.,.   N5..H-UIKCI 

HAMILTON 

McMastor  Homophlle  Assoc    DO 
Bo.14.Sln  B  Hamilton. ON. 
LBL  7T5  Gavl.no  14161527-0336 

Eugene's  Disco 

Gay  Woman  ot  Hamilton 

Blsa.ualsot  Hamilton  i- jpnrt-jDi 
KINGSTON  "  ^ 

Klngslon  Woman's  Centre.  Queen's 
University  Student  Momor.al 
Union,  3rd  Floor.  Kingston. ON 
Oueen's  Homophlle  Assoc 
Student  At  lairs  Centre.  51  Queen  s 
Cresc   Queen  sUmwersity 
Kingston,  ON,  K7L  2S7  PH  (B13) 

K  ITCH  EN  E  R  /WATERLOO" 

LasbianOrganuationot  Kitchener 
(LOOK.)  :oFederationof 
Students  University  of  Waierim 


every  ThufSdary  in  Hm  923.  Mall 
Bldg.at4.00  For.nfo.  prvonr-,,5141 

Gay  Into  PO  Bo.610  SMNDG, 
MonK»jBjl.PO.H4A3H1   Ph  i514i 
48&44Q*  MorvS*l7  11PM 
Sponsors  several  groups 
Gay***  i5l4|93 1-8668  or 931  5330 
7dayVwk  7-11PV 
GayUcGrll  University  Centre.  3*80 
McTavnn,  Montreal.  PO  K3A  1X9 
Gay  Social  Services  Proyacl  4M5 
Si  Catherine W. Montreal  PO 
H3Z  1R9  PH  1514)934-0721 
Gay  voainie.  Montreal  Youth 
Clinic,  Mon  Wed.  f  n  evenings,  3658 
SleFarrvHe  PH  (51*)843-7BB5 
Gay  Women  ol  McOlflmeel 
Tuesdays.  8  PM ,  Women' s  Union 
lUn.versiiy  Centre.  3480 McTavsh 
Hm  42561  Into  (51 4)  866-2 131,  of 
Qayina 

Jeuneeae  Gale  de  Montreal  |Ga, 
Youth  c*  Montreal)  Open  lo 
lesotara  and  gay  males  urvaafjt  CP 
753,Suec  H,  Montreal  PO. 
M3G2M7  Meetings  Saturdays, 
i  30.4515SI  Catherine  SI  W  PM 

Lesbian  Feminists  of  Montreal 
3585SI  Urbam  Montreal.  PQ. 
H2X2N6  PM  I514I842C341  Morv 
Thurs.9  30AM  5  OOPM  Drop-in 

ThurtiPM 

NACHES:  Gay  Jewish  Discussion 
Group  Women  and  men  welcome 
Into  POBo.  298,  StalionH 
Montreal  PO  M3G  2KB  PH  Harvey 
i5'*l*8&-0849 

Parents  ol  Gaya,  c/o  PO  Bo.  61 0 
Sin  NOG  Montreal.  PO  H4A  3R1 
r>t_1vij14)^,44i:L4 

In  Montreal 

callGAYLINE 

931-8668 
931-5330 

Forinformation,7-ll  PM, 
7  days  /week 

OTTAWA/HULL 


ten's  Centre  316  Bay 
St  Thunder  Bay.  ON  PH  (807)3*5- 
7802 


Catalyst  Press  315  Blantyre  Ave 
Scarborough,  ON.  M1N  2S6 
Chatsworth  Chart  table  Foundation 
19SI  Joseph  St  .Toronto  ON 
May  1J8  PH  (416)862-15*4 
Community  Homophlle 
Association  ol  To-onlo(CMAT)  19 
St  Joseph  Si    Toronto  ON 
M4V  1JB  PH:(4 18)862- 1544. 
Dignity  Bo.  249,  SlnE. Toronto, ON. 

M0H4E2 

Free  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FLAG),  277 

Bertie*sySi  .Apt  2  Toronto. ON 
M5A2X3  PH  (*t6) 362-3878 
Gay  Academic  Union  c/oProf  John 
A.Lee,ScarboroughCol)ege  UotT 
WestHiiJ.ON.MtC  1A* 
Gay  Alliance  *1  Vort.  c/oCYSF. 
Centrsl  Square,  Hm  105,  ¥orh  Unlv,. 
*700KeeJeSi  .Downsvlaw.ON. 
M3J  1P3  Otlice  216  Vanier  College 
«os  PM  (*  16)  667-3509  or 86  7-3832 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
(GATEJ  PO  Bo.  158,SlatlonP. 
Toronto,  ON.  M5S  2S7  PH:  (416) 
984-0148 

Gay  Community  Calendar.  24'  hour 
recorded  message  PH:(*18)923- 
GAYS 

Gays  at  Taonlo'QAT).  croSAC 
I   Office.  Hart  House  Circle, 
Universily  of  Toronto.  Toronto  ON 
Gay  Television  Collective.  c/oBoi 
575.  Station  K  Toronto,  ON, 
I    M*P2M1  PH  1416)691-9269 

Gay  Youth  Toronto  29  Granny  St 
I    Toronto.ON  PH  1418)366-5684 
Glad  Day  Bookstore  *Coll|0rSl,(at 
Yonge), Toronto. ON.M4W1L7  PH 
(416)961  4161 

He Mishpacha.  Bo.508,SlalionT 
i  Toronto. ON, M8B  *C2  PH  1*16) 
I  981-2864 
Harbinger  Community  Service)*  2 1 4 
Vanier  Res  idence.  York  University 
4700KesleSI ,  Downsview.ON, 
Mil  1PJ  PH:(*16|667  3632 or 867 


Dagnny /Vancouver  Boi  103ft. 
Vaneouvajr.  BC  V8B  3X5 
GayAJaarvce  Toward  Equality  Bo. 
1*63.  Sin  A  Vancouver.  BC 

WC2P)    PH    ,WM16fl9.1>» 

The  Gay  Fellowship  .\ii:DcJlart on 
Miohvray  North  Vane ou^r.BC  PM 
16041929-3968  Meet  2nd  Thurs  at  8 
PM  *thSunat2PM 
6a,  People  ol  S  mon  Fraser  ,    ,. 
Student  Society  Simon  Fraser 
Burnaby.BC  PH  (804)291-3181  or 
291-3111 

Gay  People  of  UBC,  Bo.  9.  Student 
UhionBWg.Univ  of  BC.  Vancouver, 
BCV6T  1W5  PH  (604)228*781 
Rights  c*  Lesbians  Subcommittee 
BC  Federation  of  Women  1730 
Stephens  St,  Vancouver,  BC 
V6K3V5 

SEARCH  I  Society  tor  Education, 
Action.  Research  A  Counselling  in 
Homoae.uallty).  Bon  48903,  Bentall 
Centre.  Vancouver.  BC,  V7X  1AB 
SEARCH  Community  Service*  28 
448  Seymour  St  .Vancouver  BC 
PM  (6041689- 1039 
SEARCH  YoulhOroup  c/o 
SEARCH  iS4488*yinour8l 


victORl 


iRIA 


Victoria  Women's  Cenlre,  2658 
HoeAbsjrrySl  .Victoria,  BC,  V8H  3T7 
Universily  ol  Victoria  Gay  Club 
Student  Union  Blrjg,  U  ol  Victoria, 
IOrlA.BCVBW2Y2 


Windsor  Gay  Unity,  Box  7002. 

Sandwich  Stn  ,  Windsor,  ON, 

wInnIpeg1' ■'■" " 


nHomose.ualltyand 


Digniiy.POBo.2102  StnD  Ottawa       3509.P»»r  counselling  In  dfuos, 

rVl  nii./n.,,,,  '  ™        u.idlilv   ^,.^.1 k, 


'  than   IS 
ACpreoated  i  Many  slate*  are  in 
need  ol    coordinators    to    help 
organize     local     chapters      An 


Waterloo.  ON,  N2L  3Gl 
Waterloo  Universities'  Gay 
Liberation  Movement  Federation  ol 
Students,  University  ol  Waterloo 
Watertoo.ON,  N2L  3Gi,  PM-|Sigi 

:.V2 
LONDON 


(Assoc  of  London,  Ont. 
649 Coborne St  .London  ON 
N6A322PH  |519|433n)762 

London  Lesbian  Collective  PO 
:  Bo.  47J4  Station  C.London  ON 
■ 
MISS1SSAUGA 

«<YOe*l  INTERESTED  «  stan.no  , 

J*,  -roup  in  Rm  ti^  cor,ltei  ^^       MONTREAL 

trikaaon  c/o  the  Thompson  G, 

OTO*  Bo.  483  Tnompton,  MB, 

GAYSOrTBA, 

•d  for  espanding  »oltu*y>  league 

l*p*«ceana  eipenanced  piayera      **gn""»»l  CP7S6,Ouir«mont  PQ 

•t-eom.  Fp,  .otormaiKw  pnon.      " 

R».n  767830ft  or  ..it.  Spltb*. 

Bo.  IIS*  twnn  K  roronio.  Orv 


ON.K1P5W3 
Gays  of  Ot  ta  way  Gal  a  de 
I  Oulaouais  Boi  2919  Stn  0 
Otlav,a.ON.  KIP  5W9;  378 Elgin 
(2nd  floor)  Gayline  1613)238-1717 
business,  233-0152 
Lesbians  ot  Ottawa  Now(LOON) 
PO  Bo.  6057,  Sin  J,  Ottawa.  ON 
K2A1T1  PH  (6l3)23ft1717 
Metropolitan  Community  Church 
PO  Bo«868,  Stn  B,  Ottawa.  ON 
MPSTi  Services  7PM Sundays, 
9t  l/2FourlhAve  Pa  si  or' s  phone 
(613)741-0783 

PETEflBOiOJJGH_  ~_ 
Treni  Homophlle  Assoc   So.  1524 
Petertwrouijh.  ON.  K9J  7H7.262 

RubK»geSt.Rm203  PH  (705)742- 
6229.  Wed -Sun  

PRINCE  G  EOR'GtfBC 

Thegay  group  in  this  city  can  oe 
1  contacted  through  the  Crisis 
C*_n  tre  j604 1 563-12 1 4 

QUEBEC 

Centra  Homophlle  &  Aide  etde 
L**r»non  (CHAD  C  p  596,  Haule- 
"iie,  '75ruePrince-Edooard 
Quebec,  PQ  PH  1418)525-4997 

SeiviceO'EnlrealdeHornophilede 
Owebac.  CP  596,  Haute  V.ile.  260 roe 
desFranclscains. Quebec  PO 

G1R4S1 

REGINA 

Atropos  Fellowship  Society/ 
Odyssey  Club  8o.  iai*.  Rerjtna, 

ST  JOHN-S  ~ 


seiual  identity 
nutnbon. 


I  York  Unrverslly 
Harbinger- Lesbian  Drop-In,  Wed  i5 
PM  21 4  Vanier  Residence,  York 
j  Universily 

Hassle-Free  Clinic  VDtestlng and 
I  information  2  Home  wood  Ave 

Suite  101.  Tcronlo,  ON  PH  (416) 
!  922^323 
Integrity:  Qay  Anglicans,  20 
BerrymanSl.Tofonto.ON  PM  (416) 
9254047 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Trade  Union 
Group,  Po  Bo .  1 62 ,  Station  K. 
Toronto.  ON,  M4P  2G5 
Lesbian  Organliailon  ol  Toronto 
(LOOT)  %42  Jams  St ,  Toronto  ON 
M4Y2G6  PH  (416)960-3249 
i  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
29Grarvoy  St.,  Toronto,  ON 
M5B  1H8  Drop-,r>/ office  Morv 
Tmjrs,  7- 10  30".  Fn-Sat  7- 1 1 :30 
Church  (4161 364-9799  Distress 
line  36*9635 

Pir*  Triangle  Pnw.  POBo.  639,  Sin 
AToronto.ON,  M5W  1G2  PH  (416) 


CP36,SuccC 
POH214J7  12B4S* 
Tuncaryae  p»  at*i8434B7i 


GayAcariavrwcUr-on  Ba.419,Sut» 
PO  6,Sasrtatcon.  SK.  STH  OWO 
Gay  Community  Cenlre  Bo«  1862 
S—MIOOn,  SK.  S7K  3R8;  3»0-30lh 
3*  E.  Ortd  (icon  PM  1306)652-0972 
Also  at  me  above  addreea 
(^A-a»nceolr<ajih. 


Three  M  Cupa.  Women's  Coffee 
House. 342 Jarvis St  .Toronto  ON 
M4Y2G6  PH  (416)967-2882 
TAG  Peer  counselling  telephone 
service  Bo. 6706  StriA,  Toronto 
ON.M5VW  1X5  PM:l416)9rJ*fl6O0 
Toronto  Women's  Bookstore  85 
MartwrdSt  . Toronto.ON. M5S  1G5 
|  PM  (416)922-8744 
Transveaiiies  in  Tor  on  I  o.  Bon  6708. 
StatWiA,  Toronto,  ON.  M5W  1X9 
Tri  Aid  Charitable  Foundanloa  8 
uwmAve.. Toronto. On, M4Y  ik.9 
PM  (416)92*2525 
Wagn  Due  Lesbians  Bo.38.SwE 
Twrjrvio,  ON.  M6G  4E 1  PH  (418) 
9219091 

Women's  Archrves  Be..  926  StnQ. 
Toronto  ON 


Councilor 

Religion,  P 
MB,R3C3H2 

Dignity AVInnlpeg.  Bo.  1912, 
Winnipeg,  MB.  K3C3R2 
Cays  lor  Equality,  Bo.  27.UMSU, 
llni,ci-.il,T-,l  M^minb.i  Winnlfmg 
MB.H3T2N!  PH:  1204)474-6218 
Manitoba  Phyalclans  lor  Homo 
sa.ualUnderstandlng,Bo»37*2 
Stn  B.  Winnipeg,  MB.  R2W  3R8 
Winnipeg  Gay  Community  Cenlre 
Protect.  Be  37*2,  SlnB,  Winnipeg 
MB.R2W3R6 

Winnipeg  Gay  Youth.  Bo.  27.  UMSU. 

Winnipeg,  MB,  R3T  2N2.  PM  (204) 

*74  8216  Thursday  evenings 

Winnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  c/oA 

I  Woman's  Place.  1*3WalnulSt , 

Winnipeg, MB, R3G  1P2  PH  |2tj*) 

786-4531  ' 

NATIONAL/REGIONAL 
Canadian  Gay  Archives  Bo.  639 
Sin  A.  Toronto,  ON,  M5W  1G2  PH 

i  Coalition lo'GayRlghtsinOnlario 

(CGRO)  POBo.  156,  Stn  P.  Toronto 

ONM5S2S7 

Committee  to  Delend  John  Oamlen 
,  POBo.60e.SlnK  Toronto  ON 
|  M4P2H1 

The  John  Damien  Foundation  PO 

■"  '-A-;  :    1-.,. ,■„,!,,   ON 

MBR3M 

Libertarians lorGay Rights  c/oian 
Young,315BlanlyreAve. 
Scarborough,  ON.  M1 N  2S6 
Manitoba  Gay  Coalition  POBo. 

1  3742StalionB  Winnipeg  MB 

I  R2W3R8 

i  NDPGayCeucua.163Rushoime 

i  FW  ,  Toronto,  ON,  M6H  2Y6 
National  Gay  Rights  Coalition/ 
Coalition  National*  pour  las  Droits        I 
oesGaa'a)s|NGRC/CNDG,  CP 

I  29l9.SuecD.Ollawa.ON,K1P5W9     I 
PH  1613)2330152 

On tertoGey Taachera' Caucus  Bo.       \ 
543  SiAlionF,50CharlesSt  E. 
Toronto.ON,M4Y2L8  PH  (416)65*      ' 
1183 

Prairta  Regional  Ol  fie*.  NGRC,  PO 
So.  3742.  Station  B.  Winnipeg  MB 

Havana 

SaskalehewanQayCoallllon  Beat 
ByBaaMaBwawfl  ■ 
PUBLICATIONS 


Alter  Stonewall  Bon  2051 

Graham  Winnipeg  MB  POC  3M2 
The  Body  Politic  PO  Bos  7289  Sin 
A  Toronto,  ON.  M5W  1X9 
G*yna»eo.  1*63  stnA 

Vancouver.  6C  V8C  2P7 


APPLE.  PO  Boi  3611  Haiila.  South 
PoataiStn.Kaiitu  NS.B3J  3K6 

NGRC  t-jrum.' Forum  deuj  CNDG 
CP36,  irjcc  C,  Montrssu.  PO 
KZL4J7 


your  rights 


Canada  has  a  Bill  of  Rights. 
It  also  has  a  Human  RightsAct. 
Gay  people  are  mentioned  in 
neither  of  them.  As  a  result,  gay 
men  and  women  have  nothing 
to  appeal  to  for  protection  from 
discrimination.  The  National 
Gay  Rights  Coalition  would  like 
to  change  that. 


Petition  50,000  is  one  of  the 
ways  of  going  about  it.  Some- 
time in  the  fall  of  1978,  the 
NGRC  hopes  to  present  to  the 
Parliament  of  Canada  a  list  of 
50,000  or  more  Canadian 
women  and  men  who  feel  that 
the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Act 
and  the  Canadian  Bill  of  Rights 


should  be  amended  to  include 
'sexual  orientation.' 

If  you  would   like  to  let  the 
government  know  how  you  feel 
on  the  issue,  sign  the  petition 
below  and  mail  it  to:  NGRC,  Box 
2919,  Station  D,  Ottawa,  ON, 
KIP  5W9.  If  you  can  get  two 
friends  to  sign  with  you,  so 
much    the     better  —  there's 
space  for  th  ree  names. 
For    many    people,     Petition 
50,000  may  be  the  only  way  to 
get  directly  involved  in  a  move- 
ment affecting   the   lives   of 
millions  of  Canadians.  If  you  are 
one  of  those,  please  act  today. 
Sign  the  petition,  get  two  more 
signatures  if  you  can,  clip  it  and 
mailit.Theaddressagain: 
NGRC 
Box2919,StnD 
Ottawa,  ON 
KIP  5W9 
You're  an  important  person. 

You're  one  in  fifty  thousand. 


anada 


WHEREAS  homosexual  men  and  women  in  Canada  have  no  legal 
protection  tgainst  discrimination;  and 


WHEREAS  homosexual  men  and  women  have  been  discrim- 
inated against  in  employment  and  in  access  to  public  services;  and 

WHEREAS  A  Gallup  Poll  released  in  June  1977  revealed  that 
52%  of  Canadians  favour  the  inclusion  of  a  provision  in  the  Cana- 
dian Human  RightsAct  for  the  protection  of  homosexual  men  and 
women  against  such  discrimination,  versus  only  30%  opposed: 


Therefore  we,  the  undersigned,  call  upon  Parliament  to  amend  the 
Canadian  Human  Rights  Act  to  include  'sexual  orientation' 
among  the  prohibited  grounds  of  discrimination  listed  therein. 


ATTENDU  QUE  les  homosexuels  du  Canada,  hommes  et 
femmes,  ne  jouissent  pas  d'une  protection  legale  contre  la 
discrimination; 

ATTENDU  QUE  des  homosexuels  et  lesbiennes  ont  ete  dis- 
crimines  en  matiere  d'emploi  et  d'acces  a  des  service  publics; 

A  TTENDUQUE  les  resultat  d'un  sondage  GALLUP,  publies  en 
juin  1977,  revelent  que  52%  des  Canadiens,  contre  30%,  sont 
favorables  a  l'inciusion  d'une  disposition,  dans  la  Loi  canadienne 
sur  les  droits  de  la  personne,  pour  proteger  les  homosexuel(le)s 
contre  une  telle  discrimination; 

Nous,  les soussignes,  demandons  ait  Parlement  de  modifier  la  Loi 
canadienne  sur  les  droits  de  la  personne  et  la  Declaration  cana- 
dienne des  droits  pour  y  inclure  'orientation  sexuelle'  parmi  les 
motifs  de  discrimination  illicite. 


Signature 


City/ville 


Signature 


City/ville 


